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precedence! which belongs td high rank, rr 


other worldly diſtinctions, which men have 
deviſed for the benefit or embelliſhment of 


5 civil ſociety. But this is only a falſe: blazon, 


that doth by no means ſuit the miniſterial 
character. Be not ye called Rabbi, ſaid 
5 35 bleſſed Jeſus; ( for one is your maſter, - 
© even Chriſt, and all ye are brethren.” — 
3 “ Whoſvever' is great among you, let him 
445 be your miniſter; even as the Son of 5 
« man came not to be miniſtered unto, but 
 : $6008" eee and to give his life a ranſom 
k for many.“ ""Foup" true dignity conſiſts 
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eſt for the good of others, i is higheſt in my 
1 eſteem. Worldiy pomp doth. only tarniſh. 
the glory of my ſeryants, as it cannot con- 
| Giſt with thoſe ſelf-detiying duties which be- 
long to their employment. Do you reckon 
15 yourſelves moſt honoured, not when men 
give you title and place, but when they 


hearken to the inſtructions you receive from 


me, and embrace the ſaving meſſage with 
which + have entruſted you.——This, tho 
in words ſomewhat different, is, in my ap- 
prehe Aion, a genuine and ſummary account 
of what our Saviour taught the firſt mini- 
ſters of his church, with regard to the na- 
ture and end of their office. And the E 
guage of Paul, in the paſſage before us, i 
obviouſly: formed upon this eee 
tution: We preach not ourſelves, but Chrift Fe- 
ſus ibe and, a5. e yon: e IP. 
| Oe. PETIT. BY 15 

From an . oh; ſuch ee 
authority, we may juſtly, and without heſi- 


tation, conclude, that to preach Chrift Feſus 


the Lord, is the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic 
and Proper RE UE of a gal) pel-mini- 
| ſter 0 


in your uſefulneſs; | and he that ſtoops low- 


U 


% 


S'E R » o lt 6 


deer. f And this is the obſervation which I 5 
to illuſtrate i . n Arz N _ 


16 + 1 * 2 $f * % 5. Wh, ny 
Mics at's 7 * Lot bs; 


1 t may 1 
| Hehe: Chritt. 5 — the 
principal ſubject of every revelation that 
tame from God, downward from the ori- 
ginal promiſe made to our firſt parents, that 
be feed of ibe woman ſhould: bruiſe tbe bead 
of the ſerpent.” The Apoſtle Jude informs us, 
that, + Enoch, the ſeventh from Adam, 
' 6; propheſied of theſe things; ſaying, Behold, 
the Lord cometh-with ten thouſands of his 
_ « ſaints, to execute judgement upon all.“ 
Moſes a e oft Hans, when Us faid unto/ the | 
1" Gad raiſe up e of . eaten | 
ke unto me; him ſhall ye hear F ll 
«..things whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you.“ 
All che extraordinary meſſengers under 
7 the old diſpenſation, were raiſed up by God 
for this very purpoſe, to foretel the coming 


of «the; promiſed Nleſſiah, and, by the doc- 


; trine of repentance, gradually to prepare the | 
world to receive him. The words of Peter 
Ir TRIO are clear and ſtrong upon this 
5 head, 
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head Br x. $98 e 6 him eee the | 
« \prophets witneſs, that through his na | 
4 whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall aeg 

Saen. _—_ This, he telle r 

eee 1. 10. Of this ſalvation 
the prophets have inquired; and ſearched 35 
«diligently, who propheſied of the grace 


that ſhould come unto you: ſearching 


_ <, hat, or what manner of time, the ſpirit 
. of Chriſt which was in them did ſignify, 

hen it teſtified beforehand the ſufferings 
« of Clift TIE NR t _ _ 
cc. Tow.” DEF. POT STI Fey" o by 
f Chriſt was ee 5 fucks ins 
portanbe't to thoſe who lived before his ma- 
nifeſtarion in the fleſh, it cannot ſurpriſe 


us to find, that they. who could teſtify; that 


he was come, and had finiſhed the work 
that was given him to do, ſhould in all 


- thei? Writings and diſcourſes. dwell upon 


bim as their conſtant and moſt delightful | 
theme. Tle author-of this epiſtle informs 
the Corinthians, that be determined not 
to know. any thing among them, but 
Get 1 en and him crucified.” And 
elſewhere, 5 


* SE MON 1 
becher, he faith, that 


 ahiog6 but Joſs for the * of che 7 


«knowledge" of Jeſus Chriſt his Lord.“ 
This way that choſen veſſel,” whom' the 


; Lord converted in 2 miraculous way, — 
1 ſent: forth to beat his name before the 
rael z and his zeal and fidelity in executing 
his, cruſt,” appear evidentiy from his write 5 | 


. 


tings. He made Chriſt the foundation 4E 
all his ſermons, as we read 1 Chr. iii. 1o, 1 1. 


I have laid the foundation, and anoth er 
„ buildeth thereon. But let eve 


| 5 n can no man lay than Nn which 
is laid: which is f Chrit;” intima- 


25 in the ſtrongeſt manner, that all 
preaching: which doth not refer to Chriſt,. 
and lead to him, is like building a. caſtle q 


| upon the looſe ſand, which may pleaſe the 
fancy for a little, but as it wants a foun- 


dation, will ſoon tumble down, to the 


5 equal. diſgrace and hurt of. the builder. 


ö And as Chriſt Was the foundation, ſo Was 
he likewiſe the end of his preaching; and 


07 of his, n gs 2 
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oſtleſſ ip] eee 
Pas. 1s” fully. expreſſed in th 


23 


7 Hour «ſervants, fur = us 


 creditand/intereſt; our ſole aim is to ren-⸗ 
der Naſus great and amiable 5 in your eſteem: 
and we deſire to be conſidered in no ather/ | 
were, than eue, mee e eee 
Bur 3 are we ER addon tte 
; ueſtion 1 ſhall en- 


hiah IL] ſhall ſhow; 2. that this 18 urs pro- 
per employ ment and a charac- 


are we to - underfland "by renin 2 
iS per ih fe e plainty imports,” that. we. ths th 
- Chriſt” SH: tree Wrong of our ſer- | 
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ſpeak, of Him occaßnally; we ought ef 
fer purpoſe. to unfold the ſeripture d de Pe 

trines concerning him, that men ma may be 

acqua inted both with his derem and un- 
deertaking, and have clear and enlarget 
views. of that glorious, Deliverer, to whom 55 
they. are indebted for. all that they poſſeſs 
in a preſent world, and for all they; hope 
to enjoy in the next. In particular, we 
ought. frequently to remind our hearers, 
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that he who came to ſeek and to ſave loſt 2 


anden, of mankind, is the beloved and 
ane begotten ſon of God, the hright· 
« neſs of the Father's pay and the expreſs 
« image of his perſon; ;” — that Mord which 
« in the beginning was. ach God, and was 
85 r by whom all things. were made, 
e and without whom was not any thing 
| 4 made chat is made: © That in order to 
purchaſe redemption for eus, he conde- | 
ſcended to become the Son of man; or, in 
the emphatical language of the Holy Spirit, 
char ( che Word was made fleſh, and aſ- 
ſumed our nature into a perſonal union 
with his own divinity; That this incarnate x 
e or God ee in the fleſh, 
5 % wo after 


6 à true an proper ſacrifice, 
NE to- ſatisfy che juſtice of God, and to expiate 
che guilt of an elect world: That havitig 

made bn fo on Nee for 2 Fug ſoot 
had e — death, by Ads ben 
the grave, and aſcending to his Father's 
right hand, where he no dttech as 5 
eee n We Kc r rerce r his 


de purchaſed wich His bloed 3 from: hence 
he dhall dome again in the character "of 
judges: akin) vengeance them that 
_- obey not his goſpel, ( to be dae At 
admired in thoſe that believe,” and to 
; complete the conſolation and joy of His 5 
ſaints. Theſe important truths ouglit 
be fully explained and repeatedly x | 
- For this is life ag to EW 16 1 


the only true God, and jeſus us Chrift, 
hom he harh ſear,” The natures and 1 
- offices'of our great Redeemer, the glory bt = > 
hi Godhead, the merit of kis blood; and | 
: the 
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| 11 2A ey of his Spirit; che conſtitution | 
of. eee whereof he is mediator, 


; with all the promiſes thereof, which are er- 
ceeding: great and precious and , eſpecially 
the way or manner 5 


ted creatures are italy unit 
een Saviour, Who, made 
«unto; chem wiſdom, eee (nels, and 
. ſanctiſication. and redemption: Theſe; 
and other doctrines connected with them, 
are as neceſſary to the ſouls of men, nayꝝ ins 
finitely, more ſo, than food is to their bo- 
dies. Other things perhaps are deſirable 
to be known; but theſe muſt be known, or 
people are ue nee for ever: and therefore 
none can be ſaid to preach. Cbri n who overs: 
look theſe 1 important, theſe eſlential truths, 
crab them in a —_ ſuperficial ma 
i 15 . | _ Py 


15 wp preach Grit Ber 55 3 8 
to handle every other ſubject of diſcourſe: 


in ſuch a way as, to keep Chriſt continu- 
5 ally in che eye of our hearers.- 1 | 
aig ks as the r 0 


1 men, fo h in . ee not "Cafficiens,. 
© Ber-. LY 04 9: Þ til 2208 1 its £2 18 
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e /pablih Aabm a Me ee and greg : 
obedience to them by © theſe” motives and 
WE Wks are peculiar do is goſpel, 
. ing cke great duties of mora- 
1 us, Wwe Meuid re repreſent chem as che ge⸗ 

. eee eee A dea dences ö faith 
Tm ireating" our 
hewrrs £3 Hack nila iche * . Spirit of 
Chriſt for aſſiſtance, and to his fnerit for 

"Ws pee of all cheir ſer vices: and; af- 
ter ali, we fond remind them, that as 
they My at beſt . ünprofitable ſervants, 
inſtead of depending upon any thing done 
by bert, as che round of thei fultificdtivn, = 
in whole” or in part, they muſt fenounce 
at confidence in the fleſh, and ſeck to be 
found in Chriſt alone; „not having their | 
ee righteouſneſs, but chat which is 
«through the Faith of Shriſt, even che High- : 
« teoufheſs which is of God by Aith.”” BO: 
Thee ate not tfiviar Grchhiftänces, 5b | 

a repreſent them to be:? on che contraty; 
- they afe Uſthtial'to the Tight prtachithz : 
of Clift; aud ff they be” omitted; 1 ebf 
eum cönctide it poffibR Hot 4 Char 

of preach all his life on = the -i9ofal | 


© cam wo, | 


aa” ; Hof ap] 


| rene doctrines f Chriſtianity, both 
_ thei diſcourſes and epiitles and never 
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EY and they furely are 'the' beſt. 
dred patterns for our imita- 
, introduced,” upon all becafrong,” we = 


aa c pres the Unties they erden by Ack 


| regards" whick are due 1 ORrift” bin, 


"Thus, * humility and ſelf-defial are recom- 5 
ended by che Jolies and patience” of 
brit: Catit) is enforce by: this cofifi- 


|  Qeration, 4 that ur" boclies ate the mem 
bers of Chriſt, and the temples of his 
* _ We are erhorted to abound in 


af}. * 


„ „ becaufe hriſt for our Takes 
1 became ech, and in effilii b n of 
thankfalnefs to Göde for his Unfpe 

40 Sir M Hufbands Aare e to Be 


- wives, „ 48 Chrift loveck is church 


and Revhatits are commanded to be pot 


Ad Gingent, „ that they dy adorn the 
. Joatine” of Cod t Sen In ſhort, 


f ns ſo deeply engraved upon every 
110128 li 'T | : F 1 15 | = moral 
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Pg 


Ser dan 3 Days we cannot fh has: 5 
=_: awry. inſole and acting away the moſt pee. 
= il indajopmnent de pn er of it. I there 
doe mid, that to preach Cbriſi, is not only | 
0 publiſh. what, che Scriptures ſay concern- 
ing him, dar. likewiſe, to handle every o- 
cher ſubject of diſcourſe, in ſuch a manner, 
as to keep. Chriſt continually in che eye of 

QUT our. hearers z and they Whoſe- chemes of re- 
20 do pot admit alte, may be aflured, 
without any further ation, that their 
e außer widely. from. be ee of 

412 340, To, preach. Giri, Jah the Lord, i 

to make the advancement of his kingd 
and the ſalvation of men; the ſole aim of 
our preaching. We me ſt ot; ſeek gur own 
glory, but the glory of him who ſent us 

+88 Tf. We ie. ve ourſelves, | we 4) muſt reward: our- 
ſelves. ag we can. Such only can look; for 

. the approbation of Chriſt, Who make the 
a honour of his name, and the happineſs of 
1 wankind, the wien 5 all cheir mi- 


— 


ü a niſtrations. 
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5 \ 


fd in the iffüe, that © 
bet and moſt f : 
very bad trade? and only intitle them? 
ſelves to more and heavier ſtripes en che 5 


| at che Bothe verſe of che ele chapter} 


ide PF in \ Chrilt's' ftead; be ye verbund 
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« gce from intereſted — merely 76 


uin a ſubfiſtenice Wk Prei vor d, will . 
hey haye turned che 
utaty employtheut into 4 


ief Shepherd ſhall” appear We art u 
Aunballadors' for- Chri it,” faith our Apoſtie/ 


VJôu by us, 


40 led to God. This is” our Pröper Butt > 


_ neſs,” the erfand upon which we' are ſent” 
The-glory*0f/ God, and tlie falvatiod? of 


men, are the great and esd echt 
paſtoral office ;, and he who'Toſeth: fight of 


theſe, or propoſeth any end that is differkist 
from them, may acquire the reputation ef is? 


learned, an ingenious, or af eloquent ora” 


tor but cannot be ftyled a Artur ber f b 
- —<This qi g eee the #3 
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Second thing propbſed: whit wad” 
Oe That "preaching urg is che kroper 
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00 ee dy 3 e ww A 1385 15111 vulinels, 
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ley . al mak : 


never 6 a] 
in uch A Ways rather tend: to breed cn : 


| Ms: the, Akin and, 1 
 bearers.?, And, en che other hand, canjany = 
thinggbe pgs ng 


{pa a "In Ac. ſave a finner. A ene. 


ſermons,,and, deem 1 
ye of their 


5 5 ſeldom | 5 
of him 


tempt of him, than to render bim preciaus 


- th, the ſouls f men? But what Land 
chief obſer ve ie, that. preaching Chrift Igſas 


the Vena, Lis tlie great means which God; 


hath Appointed for the conveglion; and final 

3» fal vation of 

| any hisbly reaſonable, hut abſolutely ne- 
egen; ad they are eruel ten, ad well 


finners; and, chegefote it ig nan 


as unfaithful to God, Who, do; not make con- 


_ {erence of this important duty. Lectures 


upon morality may he of uſe do Keſtrain 
men, from ſcandalous ſins, but it id the go 


of 
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1 well, upon the, güte that 
belong t ſeligoverument and righteguſneſe, 1 


| g ba or feen, qutward diſorders 3 in the 


enter into the kingdor 


. . Moralicy.grams:; 


irlelß 26, 0 chvert thoſe, into men, (Who Ee: bo 
merly werendepraved to. ſuch a fegte, that 
they differed. very little from the Srutes/that 
periſh. Hut after they become men, the 
greateſt change doth. ſtill remain: thaſe men. 
muſt be, converted into /arnts.;,; they mult 1 

- ep changed. into. the, divine imgge; their 
rer nature muſt be renewed, before hex 
ean be meet for the enjoyment af: Gd: 


Except 3. man be born again, he dat 
I of heaven; and 


ir is the goſpel alone which. the Spirit reg 
dere powerful. for, producing ;thiq, 11 4 
ut ot, faith in, Chr | £ 
branches grow from the 8 
this, 2 principle of that holineſs, 
without ch no man ſhall fee, God. | 
. Whaſggvggi therefore, . would preach mora- 
üty with anz hope of ſucceſs, mult. begin 
| here, and lay the foundation of 5 in that 
faith Which Pprifteth the ER, 9 worketh . 
e Arni bus, e 0 ſg 
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lt i: glory, b 8 br Hillheter ; 
vieg- one foul.” In vain 
prove tlie früüit; till tlie 
It Sed. Let finters be firſt 
Wee into Chriſt," aud then works of 
Highreouliiels” Will t6ſlow in courſe; as Ver : 
Lord Hurt *ealighie ns; Fab, as: = 
cantiot bear fruit af! BOY except e it abide 
__ er he vine; 1 more OE" * dept y 5 
2 abide in me. I am the vine, oe are the 
„ bfanches: he that" abideth in fie; and I 
2 wap hits, de e brifigth” Lorcher much 
AR; for without” me [or fi ſeparated from 
me] 0 can do nothing.“ FE Abboilingly | 
5 * find; that the preaching 2 gor the pe- 
Alte dbectt ines 68 Ker got, Mach in every 5 
Ige been "tHe medi f Csitvinefg Ban . 
Lertigg Khnerd, Ack df Pönldinge em up i 
5 Holinefs aha” cotntvrr;"” trow he faith unto 
filvation* and in tlie ſame Pröpörtion that 
this Hath' been n netzlected, the pbwer ef ig 
Hels hath" declified and linguiſhed,” till | 
_ Gl formality Rath at length given way t. 
the of &"profellion of f ces de 85 * 


writer 


* e uni verb hegle@t* of »preaching | 
„ Chriſt hath prevalletl in a Chriſtlan na- 
_ +-tionſ> it hath given fatal occafich to che 
8 growth' f L Deiſin and anf Idelity- for when 
Pepe! have heard the fermens of their 
4 miniſters for many years together; and 
«Grid little of Chriſt in them they have 
4 taken it into their heads, that men may 


be very good, An go ſafe to heaven, with- 


Wee eee been 15 and therefore, though | 
TY profeſſed, they” imagine there is" 10 need 
hey ſhould be Chri iſtians. 1 N 
may Add, that it äs no leſs obfervable, 
other®Hand, that — — e Bas been 
ably revival of Teligien, it Hath — | 
been introduced and carried on, through 
the bletüng ef God, by preaching We 88 
 culliar dect ines ef Chriſtianity. Thele, 
fe alone, have been, and ever will be, 


the wagen ane 5 f bewer 


vation! ? 


1 „Heil ar ton. took oval 


Tus pplication ay A been ail : 


ro the mäniſters 9 o direct and 
AM — W | EE. obvious, 


am sb 150 Ages, Wal be adde ed, 
vas 49 dur that frgzch,. but to thoſe that 
Ind What bath; been e 5 
ſervs te inform them vvhat ſbrt of preaching 
ws ought- chiefly; to yalye. 1 ans afraid, Y 
that! hg ang she greet ant eſfential ruth 
af che goſpel ate to litle eee 
thei Athenians of old, chey require ſeme- 
tbing news ſomething that may gratify an 
ichs gart zud furniſti matter for à Nin 
WBSSINAFIQR 30 work: ene Buy This, WP. 
- brethren, is equally perverſe and fooliſh. 
Who. ſhould; regard. deer er ſaith, x 5 


he doth. not deliver de ming. of his maſter? 


piers abba 10 Beere erer fem 40 
well gleaſed, as when miniſters; ſpeak of 
thoſe! things; that are moſt foreign to their 

igſtructions. Did we-come upon 8 difagreer 

able errang; were we: charged with an em- 
baſſy in which they to whom | we. ſpeak. 
have little or no concern; ſuch conduct 


Might, 58 agounted. r FO bent; me 
meſſage Ne bring 105 aa ma gracious, | 


_ 5 bt 
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b iki rears of matterg in which ber 
are immediately and moſt deeply inrexeſted; 
what, words can, expreſs. the folly and er 
verſeneſz of thoſe WhO ſhut thaix ears againſt 

it, While they greedily Open them to. Ser ; 


ching elſe? Hear, what the angel ſaid. to: che 
ſhepherds at Bechlahem, Lale ji. 10, „Be- 
hold I bring you go ridings of great joey, 


+ which, ſhall, he 80 all people. And whay 
were: theſe tidings Which an angel was ſent 
ta publiſ, and introduced with ſuch a high 
ndation of their importance and 
worth ?, They arg recorded, verſe 11. % Unta 
youlis born this day, in the city of David. 


5 dee Which is Chriſt the Lord.” 


And ſuddenly?” as it follows, there yas 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
4 hoſt,. Praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to 
'Y God: 1 in the higheſt, on earth peace, good | 


« will, towards men.“ And yet, be aſto- | 


niſhed, O heayens f bluſh, O earth! this gf: 
pel-ſermon, which angels reckoned then- 
_ falves honoured. to preach, and delivered 
with ſuch rapturous exultation and j joy, is, 
by multitudes in our day, thought trifling, 
and ſtale, and _— of their attention. ; 
Ag | | To | 
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any other. Ponder with que attention t tho 

_ awful words in che two verſes: pri 
tent 4e If our goſpel” be hid, it is hid to bs 
F chem thi won 
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15 kave roll a you w what four deny; 
for the one eaſt” ne eſfarity be ſuited be 
other- The ſame aut 4 L 
mandeth us to preach,” a add Tirthatly- cor a- 
n and oblige you” to Bear: and if the 
| octrines of the goſpel ought to be th 


rr 


* of our ſermons, it” naturally Follows 
ect nor 'defire - 


0 receding my 


ie Bede info bm "the f 
ed the minds of 


«this: world hath blin 


| us] them which believe Hot, [Jeſt the light of 
the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 


4 image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them.“ 


And let each of us pray, in terms at che 
verſe that immediately follows; that God, 


who commanded” che light to ir r bf 
© darkneſs; may ſhine in che hearts of both“ 
achers and hearers, to give the light f 
the knowledge of his: glory, in he face of 
Si Jeſus?” chat eme n di p 
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ſame image, from glory to 


„ glory, by the Spirit of the Lord.“ 4. 
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Wi is the imag? of 4 Hroifble God, the Toon 7 
Born of every creature « for by him were all 
things created that "ae in heaven, and that 

© are in earth, vifible and invifible, whether 

i ab be thrones, or dominions, or principali- | 
. Hies,, or powers : all things were created by 
bim, and for him. And he is before all things, 
and by him ail things confift. And he is the 
Bead of the body, the church + who is the be- 
_Sinning, the firfi-born from the dead; that tn 
ah things he might have the Pre. eminence. 
For it pleaſed the F. ns that” in . neu 


at beg denell. e 


: 0 UR Lord 10 Chric 18 en re- 
f preſented to us in the ſacred Scrip- : 
| tures as the Saviour of fallen man; a Savi- 
our abſolutely neceſſary; 5 Nay, as the onLY | 
| Saviour: To this character he laid claim, 
in clear and expreſs terms, when he ſaid to 


words: Neither id chere Gab 


SE R MON W. = 


Themes „am the Way, abs 8 wach, 
4 and the” Hife: no inan cometh unto "the 
«Parker but my me,” And in this impor- 
eint light did Peter fer Kina forth at the bär 
of che ſewich Sanhedrim: When ſpéakking 
bf Hirn as" the [None ſet at .notight by the 
| builders, Which was now become the head 
of the corner, he "added "theſe memorable 
ation in any 
6. other: for there is horte other name under 
4 heaven given among men whereby we 
4 muſt be faved. Of che ſite import waz 
che teſtimony of that illuſttious prophet vw 
was ſent to prepare the way before him, and 
to introduce him to His public miniſtry by 
baptiſm: % He chat believeth on the Sen, 
4 hath everlaſting fe: und he that be- 
a. neveth Rot the 8en, Mall not ſee life; 
„ but the Wrath of God abideth on him." 
Accordingly we are told by the Apoſtle 
John, that 2 this 18 che Command of God, 
the iſt in order undder the goſpel-diſpen- 
Ae, and which claims the title of his 
bee ene chat we 'ſhould 
. believe Wy. "0: name Ea Oy . Jeſus 
Oi“ rec k Tyan * 711 46777 


Sir | 5 : 80 | 7 Ir 


*, 


2. divine; 


% % NN ON Ive. 


. 1s, or: at leaſt it ought. to be, unnecef: | 
. Gary to, obſerve, that this intimation of the 

vill, is ſufficient, by itſelf, to con- 
ſtitute our duty I ;furely. belongs to the 
great Lord of all, tc diſpenſe 8 
8 1 3 aa ene, =: Map 5 


5 come che Alan Fa of has power, to. 1 5 un⸗ 4 | 
to bim, What doſt thou ? or, Why doſt thou 
E ibn -lpake; the words of truth and . 

1 h * ſaid unto, Job, * „ God 
than man: hy doſt chou firive 
ay giveth not. account 
of ang of lis matters? that is, hei is not 

FE bound. to explain, the; reaſons of his. conduct; 5 

and none hath a xight to demand that he | 

b ſhould. But glory to his name, that with ; 

regard to the greatęſt of all his works, that 
diſſpenſation of grace which angels deſire to 
look anto,, and upon which the happineſs, of - 

a © whole order of bis creatures doth, depend; | 
it cannot juſtly be aid, that he giveth no 
account of ibis matter. He hath not only 

| gcopledr his: authority a8 8 7 reign, and. | 

95 manded ſinners to believe on his Son, 

YE that they may be e but he” 1 25 likes 5 


0 ＋ 15 eee "and; in a phen' 
Siven us ſuch encouraging views of that 
ighty One upon whom he hath laid our 
E dender his command to believe on 
him at A the ſtrongeſt and moſt endear- | 
ing expreſſion, both of his wiſdom and of 
his love: ſo that they who refuſe to comply 
with this command, counteract the ſound- 
eſt principles of reaſon, refiſt. the cleareſt 
and moſt; ſatisfying evidence, and ſhall be 
found, in the final iſſue of things, to have 
been equally chargeab le with cruelty; to 
themſelves; with ingratitude, the vileſt in- 
gratitude, to their benefactor; and the moſt 
obſtinate e eee 1 Z 
Lord. 4 8 
'A "al a; upon hiv NE ng is 1 
3 reading, will ſerve to illuſtrate What 
L haye juſt now ſaid. And I have choſen 
this paſſage for the ſubject of my preſent 


diſcourſe, in hope that God may bleſs it for 5 ' 


the conviction of ſome who have hitherto - 
rejected his gracious counſel; but "chiefly 
with a view to confirm the faith, and to 
heighten, the joy, of believers i in Chriſt, by 
nt. lr „„ * 


5 was all Fectpochs e 4 up⸗ 
1 and wilt aſfuredly carry forward the 
Vork be Bach begun, till ir ſhall be p- e 
A2᷑tw length in their complete ſal vation: 
1 -- The information chat is here en ee c. 
5 cerning our Redeemer; may be comprehe nd 
SR. Demon the following heads. ** "Is ks . 
13 Whar be zs in himſelf 5—o his on. 


* 
1 7 b : . ys 1 * 8 5 : 
by 2.4 3 F. i>.t 1 4 / 1 Wy, . SY a 1 4 5 4 


he Is ta us wy the ba- 


. don he boldy in his church. eee 
ieh, His " quali fications Pos . the Ai 


3 
* 
my, > 
$46 
2 
— 
bt 


= What” the: Apaltle e 
1 theſe particulars, { amounts to wes SY 
more than a firmnple aſſertion of our Lord's 

Avinity: 4% It is fach an enlarged and accu- 
| rate deſeription of proper and eſſential God 
bead, as eannot poſſibly be applied to any 

| inferior area The only expreſſion that. 

* Hath an. appearance ef difficuley is in che 
Cle * verſe 1 5. vrhere Chriſt is ſtyled "the 
firſt rn. of every - creature. But the diffi- 
kh; evaniſhes, when we. attend: oo YI ex- 
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5 2 be braunes, ar domini- 


2 % 85 3 bim that delignation., No 


Has he called him the ff burn of every 
creature, es he. immediately adds, For by 


*</* 


Vins were all things created that art in heaven, 
that. are in earth, wifible and nt avbe- 


4 E 
n 


B or poser all things ene created by him, 

and for bim. And that no room might 
0 left for the remoteſt ſuſpicion that he 
himſelf: might have been created, eternity, 


zin the moſt abſolute ſenſe of that word, is 
: directly aſcribed to him in the 17th verſe: 


And be. is. before. all; things, and by him all 
things. co 75 ; For. ſurely he Who exiſted be- 
5 ie n himſelf be W be- 


ears, has his; deſignation, the fel bern 7 

every creature, is.of the ſame import. with that 
AS form of expreſſion. which the. Apoſtle 
__wuſeth,, Heb. i RO 2. where, having 1 | 4ed : 
he Son , Cad, he adds, whom he. hath 


3* 


appointed eir of all things.” And both 


8 to denote that univerſal dominion 
kes our Lord hath by inheritance, as the 
ole BY e115 e 


OED wry "Ton: It 'An ab ſo A he Sow Phi. 
jp aid to our Lord, "Shew us che Father, 
„„ and it ſuffceth us) he gave no anfwer but 
. this, by Have I been ſo long with you, and 
5 4 yet "haſt thou not known me, Philip? 
4 He that -hath ſeen me; Bath ſeen che Fa- 
4 ther; Belie veſt thou not that 1 am in in the 
4 Father, and the Father i in me Which is 


* 
” # 
= 


a batber Plained by w at he ſaid on an : 
5 ocher occaſion, « ET” and” che . Father ar |; Ny 
( one. * 5 {it 9 2 2 15 115 . 4%, . 5 27 oy 


Ws Ne de mh) peer! 1 we 
8) bare dcn agrecable Work before us *, to 
enter into the thorny field © of \controverth:: 
"Heverthelels, as” + much & our comfort 
. n te ara wes have, abs 
1 he WhO carne to fave us is truly zod, I can- 
not cloſe this head, without r requeſting vou 
„ to compare what i is written in the firſt verſe 
1 Bible, © in the beginning God cre- 
dS 7 * ated the heaven and the earth,“ with the 
if "IntroduQion' to John's zee, e In the be- | 


- 
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us now e 


8 5 0 4: KR HO, 
"Wh ali * ; was the, Word, ROY the. Word 
« Was with God, and the Word was God. 
« All: things were made by him; and with - 
« out him was not any thing made that was; 
« made.” And if to theſe you. add that ob- 
vious e of enlightened reaſon, Heb. | 
bo Every houſe is builded by . ſome 
0 15055 but he that built all things 1 is God, Fw. 


7 yo will diſcoyer at once the true dignity of, 


him in whom we are: commanded to truſt, | 
and ſee with what ſtrict propriety: of language 
he is ſtyled the Son of the living God, 
the great God and our Saviour, and, i 
« God over all, bleſſed for ever.” „ 
Þ Having thus brieffy illuſtrated : his 3 
tial dignity, or what M7 * in ee i 


Ad, hat 1 18 to us. "This. we. ; 
1 from the 18th verſe, where the Apoſtle 
calls him the head of the body, the church. —. 
Which leads us to view him as e the 8 J 
0 of the woman; ” « the Word made fleſh ;” 
the Son of God, by: whom all things were 5 
created, uniting: himſelf to. human nature 1 
in es perſon. of Jeſus. Chriſt; chat as our: 5 

6 i 8 3 | kinſman | 


* 


. 1 R ON 


Lan- H, 'brorh 
by, forfeited" inheritance; and by fuffering 1 in 
_ oily foot 
bring us to God. lt is” plain, tat the 


_ ur 
* 25 ” 4 


er, he nüght reisen che 


l, the” Joh for the unjuſt, might 


u ere” en to Chriſt belongs to 
him in the charactet of Emanuel, e . "op 
«being interpreted, God with us ”'or, te God 


„ manifeſted in the fleſn. “ Aer, 
77 he is frylech in immediate connection with 
his Lehatp;. the" dt born from "the dead ; 


he HecelſiHly fuppoles his previous in- 


5 carnation and ſufferings. And the church, 
which is Here called Bit body, is caprefoly | 


ſaid. by Paul, 255 the. charge which" he gave 


to the elders of "Eph ws, to have been 
. purchafed by him vath his o-ð—ꝙ blood.” 46 
Here, my brethren, he is repreſented to 

us in ſuch an endearing relation, as can- 


not fall, if we underſtand it” aright; to fill 
our hearts at onee with the higheſt admi- 


ration, che warmeſt gratitude, and moſt 
_ triumphant. joy. Chriſt is ſaid to be the 


head of all prineipality and power, at the 
ꝛotli verſe of the following chapter; but it 
is not added, theſe are his body. In like man- 
ner, 97 are told, Lak i. at ä that 


8 * * W. 


2. 


« ſor Rim at bas own. Rk pad in the hk 


e venly places, far above all principality, - 
. and power, and might, and dominion, 
« and every name that is named j not only: 


in this world, but alſo in that which 
| 5. is to come; and hath. put all things 


« under his feet, and given bim to be 
head over all things to the church.“ 


That is, he hath placed him at the bead of 


all things, and given him ſupreme dominion 
over them; ſo that the higheſt angels are 
only miniſters, or ſervants, in His king- 


dom, whom he ſends forth ta miniſter to 


the heirs of ſalvation: But his relation to 
his church; though, it includes dominion, 


: yet- it carries in it 4 more cloſe and intimate 
connection He is not only head over his 


church, in reſpect of ſupreme authority, as 
a king is the political head over his Gil. 


| jets; but he is the head of his church, in | 
refſpect of vital influence: for ſo the Apoſtle | 


himfelf explains it in the following chapter; 
verſe 19. He is that head “ from which 
« all the body by joints and bands having 


os ' nouriſhment | miniſtered, and knit to- 


G4 e g ether, 
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eth ich he increaſe e 
4 God.” — OF e N bs to Hb 58 ek OE 3 
But your. time vi not permit me to 
enlarge upon this 3 Rulet: it; e at 3 
| Preſent. to obſe *% = i Adarr - 

in the falt Cre 4 
new erestion. HI g ace he ge ay —_— name, 424 | 
- the * Adam: 4, and i A expreſßly- laid. of. 
firſt Adam : 14+ * that, he Was 
f 8 70 trace out the. reſem- 
cheſe two different „EADS. 


in all its. extent "Ry and yet it is obvious, 


chat a great part of the Scripture- language 
which is emploped to deſcribe. the nature 
of chat ſtation v chick; Shriſt holds in the 
church, not only alludes to chis reſem- 
mee is ſo much founded upon it, 
chat without ſom just conception of the 
en e rype, our vie * 100 e antitype 
1 we 3 N ae of 3 in he 
firſt creation, we ſhall find Adam placed 
ſtation of the higheſt importance. 
Reba! the dominion. that was given him 
over the inferior creatures. he Was conſti- 
ee, SS IT tuted, 


ef that ↄne 


8 E f 


"a 


1 8 ck in 1 proper ſenſe of the 
Word, the Read, 5. mant. inn hs as 
nations 8 men Os ſhawl: dell, udo 

al „The life 


« the face of the whole earth 
of all his p rity Was ee him. 


He was the root, and his pare in 
all their ſucceſſive generatio 
branches which: grow out of it. 1 This os 
= plain account which the Scriptures 
give us; and the cloſeneſs of our con- 
nection with the firſt Adam 1s. fatally. il * 
; luſtrated by. its effects, which cannot eſcape ; 
our obſervation. It is too apparent, that 
life is conveyed to us under the ſame ayful 
forfeiture which Adam incurred; for in 
canſequence of - the ſentence. pronounced 8 
_ againſt him on account of his tranſgreſſion, 
Duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt 
60 return, we find, in fact, that © it is ap- 


4 pointed unto. all men once to die,” and 


as 575 there is no Aiſcharge | in , war- 
. _< fare,” 1 | 

This is the figure by hich we are e 
5 to form our eben of Joſs ; 
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new which hate dined 
by che names ef du church and b "body. 
And to thoſe Who "are | acquiaitits | 
| what the Seriprures fay concerning” Chr 
many” circuniſtitices will oecur from the 
1 T have a 9 in _ 

| cvnid © Adam e de tracet 2 the 

moſt critical exadtneſs, | Bri „ bleſſed be 
S804, there” is one cieumftancs of tlie 
greateſt importance in which the reſetu- 
Hee blance doch not Hild, as will appear from 
the information the Apoſtle gives us con- 
cerning the bier I took notice of: 


ninety, 1 Fx. py 2 oF "5. LES a 15 I'S; OF Fe $2 22 & . 5 
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e The enden of our Rede mer, 
for performing what N g Lol 00 i as che 
Beau of His church 
I pleaſed the Father, faith the, verſe 1g. 

that in him ſbould all fulneſ# dwell. OO 
The firſt Adam received the git of life | 
from God, which he held in truſt for all 

His poſterity, upon a condition the moſt 

gentle and eafy that can poſſibly be ima- 

gined: but he failed i in the e petformanice of 


uz 


Its , mad 7 bs 4 by one man ; ien 1 
4 the world, and death by ſin:“ ſo that ever 
fince that fatal e tres ve; gy _—_ CO 


upon all men.“ 


The StconD ADAM We . white 
of eternal life for his church, upon terms no 
| teſs ſevere! chan his obedience unto death, 
even the death of the'croſs; that ſin being 
condemned in the fleſh, merey and truth 
might meet together upon the apoſtate race, 
righteoufaeſs and peace might ernbrace each 
other. But difficult as the terms were, he 
not only punctually, but cheerfully, fulfil- 
led them, inſomuch that under all the pain 
and ignominy of the croſs, he would not 
bow his head, and yield up the ghoſt, till, 
5 with a ſhout of W 127 ys wide It 
6-218 finiſhed:” ee i © 
The firſt man Adee was 2 a living 
* ; but the ſecond Adam was made a 
« quickening ſpirit.” The firſt man was 
« of the earth, earthy: the ſecond man was 
«' the Lord from heaven . 
In the head of the ürſt creation YO Y 
dwelt indeed a fulneſs, but it was only the 


wen of a creature: whereas all fulneſs 
_ reſides 


Tas S/E K NON * 


ente the Hed, of the! new: creation F ory. 
as it is elſewhere expreſſed. in this ſame 
1 4 in him dwelleth all: 'the 8 1 
« the Godhead bodily.” * 5 5 
Hlere, my brethren. pci; Falls Pl an 
ocean opens to our view! that hath neither 
bottom nor ſhore;—the nee the ful⸗ 
neſs of due odhead! | ulneſs of the 
Godheadl-——How flat, how. -unmeaning, . 
is the language of men, when applied to a 
5 ſubject which angels Shan diver are unable 
of grace % wary, af” Sina: date? name, 
whoſe Hence, is love; and infinitely beco- 
ming che wiſdom of that Sovereign, «whole. 

« work is perfect, and all whoſe ways are 


£70 judgement,” | With ſach- an object in our 


; eye, can we refrain from crying. out, oo 
Iſrael rejoice in him that made him; 1 
the children of Zion be joyful in Ping | 
+ King?” Well might Paul fay, * I know 
ee whom TI have believed; and F am per- 55 
NE ſuaded, that he 18 able to keep that which 
N have committed to him againſt t 
8 da y.“ This is the endearing peculiarity 
of che goſpel- covenant, that all the bleſſings 
„„ as 9 


wn R 


of it are ſecured bet Corfeiure;. birch 
hands of him 8 hath already fulfilled tùhe 
terms of the grant, and finiſhed the work 
which was given him to do: who, as he 
died to purehaſe thoſe bleſſings, ſo he ever 
üveth to diſpenſe them: ON who by na- 
ture is God as well as man; and in whom, 
as the Word incarnate; and Mediator of the 5 
covenant, it hath pleaſed: the Father: that all 
Aulugſt ſhould. duell, for enriching, nn 
utmoſt capacity of created beings, all the 
| members of ns; at 1 8 is One EE 
0 lead. | Fas.” 
But has are hs bleſſings of this 5 
ee covenant ? Let your own neceſſities 
dictate the anſwer.— 1 8 e 
: what do you need? OT . | 
Ils it the penden bf fad. . 5 te : 
| "win verſe of this chapter: In Chriſt we 
4 have redemption: through his blood, even 
e the 'forgiveneſs' of ian: He e 
made peace by the blood of his croſs,” 
we read verſe zcth; and the blood os | 
-+ Jeſus cleanſeth from all. fin.” - 6; He was 
ah made ſin for us, Who knew no ſin, that we 
c * pgs be made ns righteouſne s of God in 


202 | ah K R Mo ** rv. | 


„ him. 80 chat now there is Ce 
2: wy nation to them chat are in Chriſt Jeſus,” | 
And O how bleſſed is the man whoſe 
iniquities are forgiven,” whoſe tranſgreſſions 
are e — 70 whom che Lord: ct 
83 1 Rh 3 n 8 2669.5, 4 8 5 
This is ne neceſſary W — 
eee be, 3 it 18; not commen- | 
ſurate to all the: neceſſities of fach- creatures. 


only liable to condem: ation, nay, lying > 
under ſentence of Aeschg but that ſentenee 


in part is already executed: his /oul is dead, 


ſeparated from God, the fountain of 9 | 
Thus it is witten, „ The natural man re- 


i ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; 


4 for they are foohſhneſs to him: neither can 2 


i he know them, becauſe they; are ſpiritu- 
*< allydiſcerned.”-:Nay, „the carnal mind 
is enmity. againſt God ; for it is not ſub- 

*. ject to the av of GO ne ther indeed can 


bel, Can che death of a ſoul be expreſ- 


4 led in ſtronger and more fignificant terms? 
not that ſpirit be dead, which is in- 


<apable;of diſcerning the only objects] that 
0 n and 5 n the 


1 ten 


5 
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| Bur 2s. 44 the ür Adam, all N 
exception, who, by the ordinary 
3 e cen with him as their 


top: Spine, e 
neration, are united 


| this ber are in | 


* 


and muſt be, « ſpirit.” #7 eng 


diſpenſer afin To his K bel 
the dead; and to quicken whom he will. 
Hear his own words, Jobn v. 2 552 26. . 5 
* rily, yerily, I ſay unto you, Th 
coming, and now is, the Mt 


hear the voice ot the Son of God: and ; : ; 


they that hear, ſhall live. For as the 
* Father hath life 3 in himſelf; ſo hath he 
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heaven, all WhO, 
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him; dead 4.40. A aum. me | 
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5 WE 
bee you, 8 "his iches ar, b. 
de eee eee eee eee 
0 ben either need or wiſh tg poſſeſs. 
In him, as you have heard, hey have both 
righteouſneſs. and ſtrength; Righteouſnes 
for che guilty,/ complete and ante 
righteouſneſs; for hy him all Who be- 
Eb lieve are juſtified frei: all chings:' —And _ 


] 48881 A h Fe en advantage, OY TOE 
is not left to their on keeping, but ſtill re- 
ſides in bim who is the brad of the: body, and 
155 is imparted to them as his members. e a 
Spirit which is che indi 
_ their union; ( for he chat FRE | 
Lord is one ſpirit,” Accord 


56 Becauſe F ate ye ſhall by * 
'* +l you: mare if T4 nd 22 a 5 


1 Place for you; Iwill C4 
4 ceive you unto nryſelf, | 1 
there ye may be alſo. . would lead 


. eee at Which 
* life they at preſent receive from him 


ſhall arrive in the e world, when ; 
r II. on 5 H ; | | the 
g 3c 225 2 75 N 5 


ſec again * ws power 
wt of the Redeemer, and faſhioned 

b n glorious body, in that 
iffered to bear their 


; * the ſeeond time without 
. unt:ilvationd? n 
: But 1 muſt not detain you n date. 


- ._ © fron the proper buſinefs of the day. 
I have done what I could to re 
Precicus 8 5 wur fouls: I have led you to 

view him in his eſſential dignity; as the 

_ Creator of all things in his relation to 
's, 0s ' the head: of 585 8 8 ;—and 


8 


| | character. oY wk 9 10 Wy i et 8 
E And ly 1 oaths 1 dats 

= 1 "A to whom theſe things of the Spirit 1 
baue been talking of appear fooliſhneſs, and 
nn ͤ whom the God of 'this world hath ſo far 
| «blinded their minds, that they ſee no beauty 
in this Saviour for which they ſhould de- 
: fire him. that the hour might now come, 


. 


„ which every dead ſoul in this aſſembl7 
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1 « and . May he obe at $2 com- 
ma xded the. Jght to. ſhine out . of darkneſs, 


8 while we ſpeak in his name, thine 1 into their 
| hearts, to give them the light of the know- 
I ledge, of his glory. in, the face of 0 Chriſt, 
3 that in this glaſs, beholding the 1225 "of. 

| the Lord, a8 the God of love, their 
may be diſpelled, their, enmity ſubdued, | 
1” and they, be changed into the fame 3 image, | 
8 from glory. to glory, by] his, all-conquering + 
0 Spirit. 


rkneſs 


But my chief 3 at prefent is with 


oo the hviog members of Chriſt: For you 2 
table is once more covered i in the wildernels, 
1 for ſtrengthening you to proceed in your 


journey to the Canaan that is above. This 


is one of the channels which your "hving 
head hath appointed for conveying his life 
to the members of his body. The ordi- 


nance. itſelf affords you the ſtrongeſt ground 


of hope : : it is a repreſentation of that ſacri- 
fice which Chriſt offered upon the croſs: 
and he who loved you ſo well as to give his, 
life for you, is certainly willing to impart - 
life fo. you, © If while ye were enemies, ye 
1 were reconciled to God by the death of 
. 8 ; M2. | 7 dis 
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0 as Pk "ang thn e 


& o ſhalt be faved by his life” Let nor 


FE _ the ſenſe of your unworthineſs diſcourage | 
Von; Tou come not here to give, but to 
take what is given. Nay, let me tell you, 

| that the ſenſe of your own' emptineſs is the 

| very ineaſure of your capacity for receiving 
bis fullneſs: * He filleth the hungry with 

ugs, but the rich,“ thoſe who 
account webe rich; © he finded empty 

« away.” Come therefore with longing de- 

Fires, and enlarged hopes, to him who is 

n and of truth, that out ef his 

fulneſs you may this day receive grace for 

grace, to the glory of the giver, and to _ 

Own Fc and everlaſting } joy. . 
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1 grate of hrs Lord: Nie 0 . 
that though he was rich, yet for your rel 
be became * ki eee ee 
e rieb. HRW 394, 


* 4 
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THESE wards contain an 1 ee de- 
1 ſcription of the grace, or free favour, 
45 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which all true 


believers are here ſaid to now . 3. e. they 


have not only heard the report of this grace, 
aſſented to the truth of the report, and are 
able to give ſome account of it to others; 
but they know it experimentally, having caſted 
its ſweetneſs, and 257 che por. of it in 
their own hearts. 

Several particulars | are 88 57 as 
Apolttle 3 in proof and commendation of the 
* grace he 2 which I propoſe to hy - 
frate in the following . 

| 4 . | L Tas 


" 


10 I N v. _ 

5 th Taz feſt in order is the ſtate of the "= 

| deemer previqus to his becoming poor, He 
mat rich; but how rich no language can ex- 

| preſs, nor any mind but his own conceive. 

In the besinning was the Word, and the 

« Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. The ſame was in the beginning 
„ with God. All things were. made. by him; 
e and withqt bim was not any thing 

. made, that was made; John i. 1, 25 1 

is expreſsly faid of him, Colgſſ i. 16, 17. 

9 chat by him all things were created, chat 

« are in heaven and that are in earth, viſible 

« and, inviſible, whether they be chrones, 

5 al” of dominions, or 01 or principalities, or pow- 

85 rs: all all things were created by him, and 


5 for him. him, Andi he 1 is before all things, and 
99 bim all things conliſt.” . The fame 
repreſentation i is given of him by | the Ap tle 
2 the Hebrews, ,who ſtyles hin © the 


1 1 of che Father $ 1 75 5 he 
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5 2 [EF alſo. he 1 5 e we ſk: pul 


Ia 


3 upholderh all 
PO fore” 


TH. ; N >. | p. 5 3 
. 55 . ; 8 £ : 4 
We eſteem a man $I aha beſides „ 


wh is neceſſary for the ſupply of his ow ; 
| ante, hath bereite x relieve the ne- 


_ceſlities of others: but ho cr he Z i 
be, who hath no wants, to ; ſupplied, 17 


and is at the ſame time poll 10 of ſuch 
5 infinite treaſures, chat they. can never be 

exhauſted, nor in the leaſt degree dimi- 

| niſhed, by being imparted to others 5 
Nay, beſides whom, nothing exiſts, but | 
what derived its being from him, and is 
| Sen dependent u on him, for all that 
it hath, or hopes to enj V Xet thus High. | 
= he of ene he Apatle {peaks 3 - 
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II. eee wo. 1 Sade, is 1 
ay: poverty to which he voluntarily, ſub- 
mitted. The. Apoſtle: John having intro- 
duced the hiſtory of our Saviour with that 
lofty deſcription of his original and eſſen - 
tial glory which I formerly quoted, makes 
a ſudden tranſition, verſe 14. and informs 
us, B he who. was rich became Poor, VIS, 
by uniting himſelf to; the human. nature, 


Nas kan . the Lkeneſs. of ſinful fleth, 
H „%% The” | 95 


=y 


\ 


L 


#5; 


um SE N NON . 


« The Wolde, ſys due {chaviifinke, Word 
ik: cee w wich God, 
and Wis "God; by whom all things were 
e * Word was mite fleſn, and 
© delt amöng us.“ en Ind e 
Wothing can be wibre«daſeiptive f the 


moſt abje&t- Poverty, chan the fimple ac- 
_ whit „ Have of his birth, LI li. at the 


Mary,” Ris eipbuſed wife; 00 l Shen 
TRE eb, die ed Riſterian thus pro- 
ceeds, ver. 6, 7. And ſo it was, that While 
„ they were there, the days were accom- 
4 pliſhed that ſhe mould he delivered.” And 
Ahe Brought forch Her Rrſt-Borh ſon; and 
« "wrapped Him in ſwälching clothes, and 
. hai nit mi in 'a manger, beeauſe thefe was 
„ne 766i for them in the zun!“ Nor did 
is acter life enen, wp 


| het te | been, 1 
| doutded his Jad gui into the world, accom- 
| pink ik e N ſtage of his la- 


- 


F | borious 


: ting; where, after being told, That, 
in coniftquence- of a deere from the Ro- 
man Emperor, "Joſeph went up from Ne 
ec Bo: Bethlekeh; to bs taxed; with 
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5 * * * 113 
dot jo ; Gag deny b. Filet. 
dis 8 ee the eroſo; inſomueh that 
4 e es uk day, at the Very : time When it 
public; miniſtry: [was ; moſt frequented! and 
applauded, The fokes have holes, aud be 
birds of the air have neſts, but 814 ITY 
of man hiath not where: to lay Ihe hai.” 
But this was not the only, nor even che 
corſt kind of poverty, to which be vo- 
luntarily ſubmitted .. He made himſelf,” 
that is; he confented to be made, of no 
„ reputation.“ For though multitudes bc- 


| rafionally adinired\:and applauded him, yet 


theſe were generally perſons in the loweſt 
ranks of life, The rich, the learned, and 
the powerful, among the Jews, were ſtated- 
I combined to diftreſs/ him on every fide. 
They practiſed every art to defame his cha- 
ruacter, and to render both his perſon and 


tempt _ Kg All dat 1 were 


fant Sorin 41 Miu if. the Keren 


5 court of eee denen v. and then ad- 
1 ; or to the death 


His miniſtry the objects of popular con- 


Ty 
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}, 
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II. Bor for ere fake did he thus bo- 


che moſt inventive anlies and crueley could. 


** 


t by traint, or the band of violence, 
for that was ble; but of his own. | 
free choice; as it is "written, ;- Philip. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
c He e a ſears of form of God, and 


« er en treo fore of r 
e made in the hkeneſs of men: And 
ii in de as Aa man, be 


e 
+ 


"6 death, even the — ene erte, . 55 Ab 
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come poor — This is the third 
mentioned in ag eren Srv 


of et peerage 
8 biedere. All che materials for 
ſupporting it it lie without | durſelves; we 
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yy go aged” 1 "I them j and che 3 
fame” hand that provides them, can br 
withdraw them, or put them beyond our „ 

reach, or withzhold that bleſfing which a- 

1 lone can render them effectual fo the fut. 
enanee of that precarious life we poſſeſs: 8 
II he hideth lis face, we are troubled; if 1 5 
4 * he taketh away our breath, we die. 
1 Thus woes we all are, d 
muſt be, as creatures: but hen I add. 
A we are” innere, | poverty is too feeble Aa 
| word to (convey che fainteſt idea of u “ 
„ forlorn condition. A perſon may be poor 
and yet owe nothing to any man man: but ſin 
is not merely want; it is * e debt. | 

Again, a man who is both poor and in 
debt, may be healthy and ſtrong; ſo that 

by diligence and hard labour, he may nor 
; only procure the neceſſaries of Mife, but. ; 
een be able in time to do juſtice to his cre- 

ditors: but ſin is diſeaſe as well as debt: 

. it is the ſickneſs of the ſoul, which. waſtes i 
05 its ſtreagth, and renders it incapable os 

doing, nay, diſinelined to attempt, any 

5 thing for the recovery of its health and 

vigour. Once _— the moſt inſolvent 
. | 0 debtor ; | 
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ann flight, get beyond the reach 
af his (creditor. but to hat place can a 
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minner lee Where God is not preſenr? 


| whoſe; eſſential $60dne(b © *-is;\thei-arreconci: 

. able 4" — and. "_ er aul 
i hort, our Late | Yeſetighion. ga he 
Laodickans, 2 b er miſerable, poor, 
blind, and nak is the picture of eve- 


a» 


— 


5 6c 3 his natural ſtate, wich 


the fame fatal inſcription written. over his 
bend, He knoweth it not. And did be 
- who'was rich he whor we had offend- 
elde 5 4 e ice been us 3 


2 . * ee as "walk as 
might have diſplayed and-glorified 
the e e on nature; did he, 
I ay, for our ſaler berome Por? How aſto - 
niſhin g this grace lh. 
, credited, if the 
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IV. Dar us n inquire, in the fourth 
2 bor what: N it chat he did 
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ot mould: juſtly: have: been dene e 
of uncommon generoſity, had ho /flindy-- 
diſcharged the debt we were unable th pay, 
chat being relieved of that burden, we might 

be at liberty to earn br e 000-9 

our future abour and induſtry. It would 

have been a higher act of generoſity, to taiſe 
hs at _ above poverty, and the fear of 
ki e e Henk ber e een 
wr. apt delle Ws! Pee ft Ai hol 


convenient for us.” But ee 


F ee way 
« ke wo might: be.rieb;” chat is, — = 
of every thing. that could render us cm- 
pletely happy. Here it is that grace- ſhines 


forth in its ſweeteſt anel moſt tramſcendent 


glory. - But ho- all we deſcribe: hat 
uuf. hath mot ſben, nor ear heard, neither 
* hath it entered into the heart of man to 

« conceive he beſt: aſſiſtance I can give 
you, is to ſelect from Scripture à few ff 


thoſe paſſages that ſpeak of the riches which 
Chriſt doth at preſent cbnſer upon his 
92 F w 
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e, ns imaeoſa thee; fipal portion 
muſti be, when Chriſt ſhall . to 
complete their ſalvation. TR TY 

S dM; in him we have Sdn, th ugh. 

| blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, accord- 
ig to een of his grace f for by bim 
Dual „Who believe are afted from all 

_- 6, things,” With pardon, which is the in- 
 rroductory blethog of the covenant, /« peace 

with Gocf is inſeparably connected; for 
„being Juſtified/ by faith, we have peace 

5 with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

_ in conſequence whereof, | believers are- re- 


, ceived into the houſe and family of God; 
Hs not a8 ſervants, but as children: for * to 
ASS x 64 46 many as receive Chriſt, to them gives 

: © þ A be power to became the ſons of God) even 


I to them that believe in his name,” Be- 
« hold,” ſaid the Apoſtle John, « hes man- | == 
0 ner of love the Father hath beſtowed up- Fl 

on chat we ſhould be called the ſons 
. ef God“ Nor is this a mere title of ho- 
5 believers have not only the name, 

but the nature of children. Accordingly | 

hey care: ſaid, by another Apoſtle, to be 
partakers of the divine 8 Chriſt . 
: 3 i 0 | „„ 5 dwells | 
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Swell in chem vy his Spirit, in 4 2 


ler, chat it is not ſo much Bey thar 7 


bee as it is. Chrift chat liveth in them. 
enen een have: 


hn mes 


10 


as” Pratt) > ls ee viii. hr pe 7 — 15 
„ dren, then heirs, heirs of God, and qoint 5 


E « heirs with Chriſt.” And what ow, — 5 | 


portion? It is ſtyled eterua Lie: 
«ſure in the heavens that +60 ot; 
18" Nan dt eannot be move | 
, an inheritance gearing 04 0 unde ? 
not away. | 
Theſe few quotations, picks will 5 fa 
<p to the ears of all who-are converſant 
with the holy Scriptures, - may ſerve to give | 
us ſome. notion. of the riches. which Chriſt 
doth impart to his people. I ſhall therefore 
conclude this head with two noted Dab ges 5 
recorded in the preceding epiſtle ro- the Co- 
_ rinthians, | Which deſcribe the proviſion chat 
is made for believers in Chriſtz/ in terms 
more expreſſive than many. volumes would 


age ch to unfold. The one is chap. i. 30. 
+ Of . iſt - Jeſus, who of 
| 0 God 


993 


= 2 come; all aue youre; and 5e are Chriſt's; | 


J * 
* ; Ck Cs -- "Od * r 7 42 N bj 95 5 Ky 925 ; 7 5 1 
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the Fiches- 0685 1 


that the one 


e 1 in ta- 99 
| eres eu I 
8 offering and keerifice to Oed, hath f. mag. 
| E — chat! way is — for 4 
43 che free and Bhonburable ererei ende 


do the moſt iguilty and 


Sy — - - 
, 


* R Mo N V. = 


2 1 dani. eb ſin was con- 
La demned in che fie,” that is, in the ſame 
Hature that had offended: And God, by 
Hi ſetting forth his own Son, to be a propi- 

Lo tiation through faith in his blood, doth 
nom manifeſt his righteouſneſs, no leſs than 
his merey, in the forgiveneſs; of ſin; and: 
appears to all his intelligent creatures to be 


15 5 infittitely 22 as well as infinitely gracious, 


when he juſtiſies thoſe that believe in Jeſus. 
The Son of God “ was wounded for our 
-, nts and: bruiſed for our ini- 
, quities: . He bore our ſins in his own 
5 2 croſs : 80 that * now 
4 there is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus ys for, as the Apoſtle 
5 reaſons, Rom. viii. 34, 34. Who ſhall lay 
8 any ching to the charge of God's elect? 
t 148. God that juſtifieth. Who is he that 
a condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, yea, | 


rather that is, riſen again, who is even at 


iche right hand. Of God, who! alſo PORT: : 
< -imtereettion for ue, en brig gas 


Anch as che death or ſacrifice of Chriſt ab „ 


ſolved all that believe on him from the guilt 
of ſin, Which, as IL formerly obſer ved, 1s the 
gn II. nor EY : fundamental 


2 


£22 ” ER M 0 N 1. 
| * and intr 


| 6 come; and put a 


Juguep- Vlefling r 
which is the 


the covenant; ſo his exaltation, 


reward of his poverty, or voluntary humi- 


Hation, qualifies him to confer upon them 
all thoſe eonſequent bleſſings which enrich 


them in time, and ſhall complete their hap» 
85 pineſs in the eternal world. Thus it is writ- 
| ten, Philip. ii. 8, &c. that becauſe ®-Chriſt 


« humbled himſelf, and became obedient 


* unto death; even the death of the croſs; 
cherefore Bes. God alſo hath highly exalted 


&; him, and given him a name which is 


above every name; that at the name of 
WE Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in 

4 heaven, and things in earth, and things 
„ under the earth; and that every tongue 


« ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt i is Lord, 


to the glory of God the Father.“ And to 


tbe ſame purpoſe we read, Eph: i. 21. ſeq. 
that when God raiſed him from the dead, 
he ſet him at his own right hand in the 


"al heavenly places, far above alk principality, 


“ and power, and might, and dominion, N 


and every name that is named, not only 


6 in this world, but alſo in that which i is to 


k 
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* aka: lr to be the ssd over all 
things to the church, which is his body, 5 
* the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all.“ 
When Chriſt aſcended up on high, leading | 
Dy captivity captive; he then received gifts” for 
men, even for the rebellious, that the Lord 
God might dwell amon 


ong them. And now 
all power is committed to him, both in he- 
ven and on earth: He not only appears in 
che preſence of God as our great High Prieſt, 
to plead the merit of his ſacrifice, and to 
bleſs his people; but he ſits at the Father's . 
right hand, enthronec 
King whom God harh ſet upon his holy 


5 ; 4 mill of 3 vl from whence he Tends' * 75 


his ang bs 


eontinuance i in this houſe of their pilgrim- 
age, till they arrive at his Father's houſe 
in heaven, where they ſhall be advanced to 
fit with him upon his throne, and poſſeſs Se 
fulneſo of Joy,” —_ e or ever⸗ Ni -» 
more. e e | 


Fg » 4 
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e now; 82 We bert, in the re 


view of theſe five particulars, to which 2 
N — G „„ os a | Apoſtle 


in glory, as „the 


: o 
. ⁰˙ ] UN RI 


re 


1 nn what improvement doth i it c become us 


wake of the füge ? 
e wh Bc the grace of our Lord 75 for Grip 


| 8 + original Land: eſſ | | 5 al: . he} Re- 
| ICY poverty to Which he volunta- : 
L—the character of thoſe for 


whoſe ſake: the became . poor,—the riches he 
imparts unto them, — and tbe meant by 
Which he.:doth. it ;—are all ſo wonderful 


| when ſeparately conſidered, and kindle ſuch 
% blaze of glory when combined and brought 
together, that angels themſelves are dazzled 
with its ſplendor; 3. and, through all ETRIFYs 
Will, contemplate, with increafing W 


5 and delight, what neither they, nor ve, ä 
HF Hall ever. be. able fully to comprehend. | 


You. muſt turther be ſenſible, that this 7 


grace of our Lord Feſus. Chriſt, doth likewiſe 
invite, and ſhould even conſtrain, our imi- 
tee, it was for this purpoſe that the 
| Apoſtle introduced it into the ſubject with 
which my text is immediately connected. 


* is eee le to che brethren, 


» 1 . * 2 R 
Ys | b 


He occaſion. to ſhow, that the goſpel of Chrift 
is ſo far from relaxing tlie obligations of 


_ 1 N N O'N w. 25 


and in particular chat inftarice of charity 
TFhich confiſteth in ſupplying tlie wants of 

the poor: and the argument or motive with 
for which hi preſſeth his exhortstion, is the 
grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift, *avho, though bs 
was rich, yet for their ſale becume poor, that 
they through” his" Poverty might be riab. And 
here, did your time permit, E might take 


thoſe who. receive it, to the practice of ſocial 
duties, that, on the contrary, it ſtrengthens 


theſe e erg 0 prom mag hom: the e 5 


: denial; than As 80 e 5 ever : 


© thought of, or perhaps would chooſe to adopt 
for the meaſure of his own conduct. I 


need only quote one paſſage of Scripture in 
proof of what T have ſaid, where love to the 


brethren appears plainly to be raiſed by 


goſpel-grace even above the ſtandard of che 


original law itſelf. The Ia ſaithy s Th 


+ ſhalt love thy neighbour ar thyſelf But 


what ſaith the gebe? You may read it, 
1. John 111. 16. „ Hereby perceive we the love 
gf God, becauſe he laid down his life for 
TE: 13 1 n 


þ 


5 n T 
4 prot infereoce, « «We 2 


; not left ta our choice, but is Qricly due as 
2 e We ought to lay down our diver 
| ren,” "Suck is the love that 
the goſpel recommends. From whence it 
| appears,” Car che: prey moſt fublime 
ue flows from faith in Chriſt- as its 
durce, and will riſe in exact 5 e 
bea ro che knowledge of his grace. 
But do we 4now the grace ot eur - Lord . 
eie Chriſt This qu | 
Weed. deliberate anſwer. 
It is tos evident, that many Wa Hove tho 
N Chriſtians are groſsly ignorant even 
_ of the dlactrines of grace, and need to be 
of God;” But beſides theſe, we have juſtt 
cauſe to fear, that not a few are to be found | 
aun ne, Who, though they have acqui- 
rec n rheory of Chriſtian doctrine, and can 
lk of che great truths of the goſpel with 
propriety and nh yet they cannot de 
dad to K en. er ne able 


{tio un £ 


SERMON: v. 


The. e which! the Apoſtle ſpeak 
of, is different from that Which may de 
acquired by ſtudy, or mere human in- 
ſtruction. It is of a kind altogether pe- 


culiar to the real ſaint: It is produced by 


the Spirit accompanying the word, taking 
of the things of Chriſt, and not only ſho- 
ing them unto him, but writing them up- 
oh che —_— tables of his heart, and 
thereby transforming him inte the divine 
* image. Let me then aſk you, or rather | 
let me intreat you to afk your on hearts, 
as in the preſence of God, Whether or not 
pypou ever were convinced of your need of 
chis grace, your abſolute need of it to fave 
you from the wrath to come? Did you 
te ſee yourſelves, by the light of God's 
word, to be wretched, and miſerable, and 
Per, and blind, and naked; under a righ- 4 
teous ſentence of condeinnation, and un- 
able, as of yourſelves, to do any ching that 
could be effectual for your own. recovery? 
Under this conviction of your Toft 
and helpleſs' eſtate” by nature,” were . your 
eyes opened to ſee the neceſſity and fuit- 
8 e of che Lord eſus Chriſt, che Per: 
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| fection of chat acrifice which he offere 
up to the Father; together with his abiliey * 
3 willingneſs * to ſave to the en 
BN Sal that came unto God by him Moen 
Animated by theſe ſpiritual diſcoveries! of 
DOES Saviour, et ouraged- by his kind invi- 
tation to come to him, and conſtrained by 
the Father's command to believe on his 
| name, did you humbly; and thankfully re- 
cCeive him as the“ unſpeakable gift“ of 
Sad to men? 8 with the Apoſtle Paul, 
8 What things were gain to me, thoſe I. 
s counted loſs, for Chriſt, Vea doubtleſs, 
415 and I. count all things but loſs for the 
&,excellency | of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus my Lord; And do count them 
but dung, that I may win Chriſt, and 
* be found in him, not having n mine / 
4 . righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but 
. that. which. is by the faith. of, Chriſt 
uma righteouſneſs which is of God by 
= et fai ith.” — Was this acceptance entire 
and unreſerved; did your heart conſent 
oF that he ſhould Fo made, of God unto Faw, | 
—_ wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and 6 f 
© Sen, aud earned 85 re worte 40 in- | 
ſtru t 


Oe e - an. 


Fgruct vou, and your king to rule over ou, 
5 55 as well as your prieſt to Juſtify Fou by tus | 
| blood.?— -Have:yau reliſhed, or do you now 
n ;xhe” ſyweetneſs of his grace d. Above 
all, let me aſk vou, lave you felt its power 
and influence upon your. temper. and prac- 
tice? The grace of the goſpel is not only 
dae parent of peace and joy, but an effectual 
N mn of halineſs in all who partake of 
This was the doctrine which Paul de- 
* ; mad to Titus, it, il. 11. er eg. The; . 
+7» RCs of God which bringeth ſalvation, 
£ teacheth us, that denying ungodlineſs, | 
e and worldly luſts, we ſhould. live ſober- © 
« ly, and righteouſly, and godly, in this 
<.preſent world.“ This is not only the 
moſt ſatisfying e e that we know the. 
| grace of our Lurd Igus Chrift; but ſo eſſen- 
tial an evidence, that where it is .want- 
ing, I can read of nothing in the whole 
bock of God to ſupply the defect, or that 
can be ſuhſtituted in the place of it. 1 
read of a dead faith, —a preſumptuous hope, 
—a falſe. peace, —and a name to live; but 
all theſe are refuges of lies, which ere long 
| ſhall be“ ſwept“ away * ith the beſom 


e . Ys of 


- — — — — 


* 
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Ff the * he e e eee et 
. „ working by love," and "overcoming 


incite al wo "are poleſel or c 0. 


- «aa: wk My. ana” 6-7: en Wee 
3 9 heres aſſaults of his ſpiritual 


Wet it is the diſtinguiſhing pri- 
vilege well thoſe: ens are not under the 
law, but under grace; IN: «fig IE: ? 
© Hot have Qominion over t t 


5 23 5 8 4 2 
5 - gy 


Wars ey are = riſen "with 
„ know: Him in che 9%: 897 
things which "are above,” where cin 

«Girath dt che right: 3 id f Si Theſe 
re che worde of truth: are your 


F 


* 


9 


2 N MY times. And 


. are e toffed to and Hs. and 


8 E * M own . 5 "00 


written” in ſuch — lerters, and eaprel. 


R * 


or impair their force; unleſs ir be to 

ſtable ſouls who” are . ever learn- 
ver able to come to the know- 
40 ledge of the truth; who! Rke children 
fied about 
-of doctrine, by che ſlight 


ee and cunning craftineſs, whereby 
. « cheyk ie in wait e 


upe 


deceive I therefore 
Tafion, what I have of- 

4 Seriptures of truth 
Sofpel-ſalvation 
deu Ant it the Lord Jeſus. 


2 3 7 8 5 


1 
it in their hearts,” 


h brift 1958 ot only . deliverer from ee! wrath 
to come, but that, in; the mean time, he 
daes at who trult in dh from. hae” _ 


- by * 


y J break 5 the power of 


2 


SK; fea of their adop- 


tion, 


ugh the operation of 


1 
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ai and atme. of chair, e 

| ups inheritance. :» 47 hos 525 
Theſe are the avant Aon tacks 1 
| would, have vou to examine yourſelves im- 


nd 


ch. a 1 hp, ried a 8 


135 the ps of. a dritten mag every one 
ho truly believeth in Chriſt; muſt have a 
conſciouſneſs . of them in his own mind: 

for none was ever born into the family of 

Gad, without ſuch a conviction of guilt, 
pollution, and weakneſs, as rendered the 

Redeemer; both neceſſary and precious in 
his eſteem... And though the enlightened 
mind will diſcover much imperfection, and 
many humbling blemiſhes, even in the 
faireſt of thoſe fruits which are the product 
of true and faving faith; yet (unleſs i it be 
in thoſe who are but newly entered into the 
ſchool, af Chriſt). the effects of his teaching 
muſt, in ſome degree, appear in ſuch gra- 

ciqus, fruits as I juſt now. mentioned. A 


1 ſhould betray the truſt committed to 
me, and reproach that grace I profeſs to 


magnify if 1 erke l to sade, 
e r 


2 7 
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that! they are ſavingly acquainted with itz 
5 whoſe temper and practice have undergone 
no change, whatever pretenſions they may 
ate to faith in the Redeemer, and confi- 
dent aſſurance of their final ſalvation: for 
all the ſaved of the Lord are expreſsly de- 
nominated God. s workmanſhip, created in 


& Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, W God 


4, hath before ordained thar they ren 
walk in them.“ And it will remain an 1 

| variables truth, to the confufion of : all vain 
| boaſting hypocrites, that © whom God did 
foreknow, he "alſo did predeſtinate So 
4. be} conformed | to! the! image of his Son; 

* that he might be 1 firſi-born ere 5 
many brethren 
But my chief buſineſs at preſent 18 l 
| thoſe who hnow' by experience the grace of 
our Lord * 72 Chrift'; having both taſted its 
ſweetneſs, and felt the power of it in their 
own hearts. To ſuch 1 ſhall addreſs a few 


ſhort exhortations, and then proceed to the 


4 


fervice for which we are aſſembled. 

/, Give glory to God for what you 

know of his grace; and humbly acknow- 1 
Tedge that it was 2 5 and he only, ho 
— . 
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3 eee to; bs Found; in this 59 0 a8] 
EY; his la, 1 dun E. Hes ae 
dark el mines inco your hearts, to 
«, e you the light of the know an of his 
*4g4 Yy in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. Not 
unto yourxſelves then, not unto yourſelves, 
but to ne froh: Need e ue RG n 
: 2d; bet aha W ly 
KS. ine to hope fon the perfect day. Chriſt, | 
would. never haye- emptied himſelf, and 
| Become poor, withiout the moſt abſolute aſ- 
ſurance, that ſome were to be enriched by 
him: and where he begins a good work, 
this may, and ought to be, conſidered as 
a certain pledge, that he will carry it for- 
ward to its full perfection ; for he who is 
3 the author, is alſo the finiſher of his 
people's faith. Rejoice, therefore, i in hope 
„ of the glory of God. Aud till you are 
2 to nne of 46, -bb--carafol, 
in che A Gar of non fi ae git 
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1 Ao uſe all the means hes hath 
appointed-for-obraining; larger | meaſures: of 
his grace, both in reſpect of knowledge 
and of influence. Among theſe means, the 
holy ſacrament of our Lord's ſupper holds 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed rank, as it was in- 
ſtituted for this very purpoſe, to exhibit a 
ſenſible repreſentation of "the grace of o. 
. Lord Feſus. Chrift, in becoming poor for our our. þ 
Hale, that ve through bis poverty might "be 
_ rich. Here we not only behold him in 1 
his loweſt ſtate of voluntary humiliation, 
evidently ſet forth as crucified before out 
. but likewiſe preſenting - to us, and 
by viſible. fymbols.. conferring upon us, 
all thoſe unſearchable riches which he pur- 
chaſed with his blood, and ſecures by his 
interceſſion ; which he actually poſſeſſeth 
ax. the .* head of the church, which is 
« his body ;” and conveys, by his Spirit, 
to every member in due ſeaſon, and mea- 
ſure, as their ſeveral neceſſities and circum- 
ſtances require. Let us then approach the Io 
table of the Lord with faith, and love, and 
thankful praiſe; ; and while we bleſs him for 
the Sr, 3p hath, already made known to 
us, YE 


tt 


remains of our journey thre L 

derneſs, till we arrive at thoſe. ble 
fee bit as be ig, wit 
ntion C ordinances; and 
without intertuption, and 
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At is our Ark. $ Other ie may 85 3 + 
eld; dur chig ais r We ffüng ! heedful.“ 

The bath of the ſoul, by which I mean its 
„ ſeparation from the only ſource of life * 

0 and j joy, is miter 


5 Ae haut mixture, 


5 © lodged in our nature j; and 1 
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Meſs which, if leck to is! own, | operation, | 
Will. ſoon produce this. fatal effect, is deep 


ha ae} 3 


We are directed 
to look ro the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not _— 


for the cure. of the diſeaſa, but likewiſe for 
_ Wthat xalted:' | happiheſs' befides, whicth, 
com ing in prefent reconciliatiof- with 
5 tion of ae fen e 

his divnie images thalf at length bt perfect." 
eck an the entike clas anch FRI I enjoy | 
ment, f Rim „in che Heavenly . 

Scha che Lord Jeſus is able to do thefe- 

great chings for us, is che profeffed belief of 6 
# whole chemfelves CRrittans :!: 
he diguity of his be bn, as the ter- 


5 1 


d Word made f lech 5: the perfectipfik 
of his obedience; e merit of Hit“ ſacris? 
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285 Jedes ns fon 9 ok e i 4 
While His Gn aceotint öf the errand upz 
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encumbered, all to whom it is“ offered are 
equally qualified 5 receive it. This pulls 
up at once the /cepeſt-laid foundations of 
pride and vain- glory, and thwarts that love 
of difſtinction and pre- eminence which 
from the date of the apoſtaſy, bath been the 
et fatal inheritance. of the human kind. We 
cannot bear the thought of being fed at a 
common table, how richly ſoever that table 
Moy be 6 furniſhed, ge of us would mY it 
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x 


rw hol jor 1 | cli: 
4 that might une . 


every one f 


Hence it is, that as 4 of God hath 
either been altogether rejected, or ſo inter 


ned with the gloſſes of vain philoſophy, 
as to alter its very frame, and render it 
| l, but even adverſe, to 
thoſe NE] purgoſes for a "Tir was in- 
ended. e 14 i, 
The Aigen "eat Seen of 
the univerſe hath been tried at the bar of 


not only ineffectual, 


his own rebellious ſubjects. There it hath 
been decided what is fit and becoming the 
* ſtation he holds. Plans of adminiſtra- 
tion have been laid down for him, e! 
upon thoſe ſy ſtems of human government, 
which to each daring projector bee 


the moſt complete: whereas the abſurdity, 


as well as the arrogance, of all ſuch at- 
tempts, are detected and reproved by two 
very plain queſtions, which the Apoſtle 
Paul propoſes in the 1Iith chapter of his 
w_ to pay As at the cloſe ; Who 


6 i n 


* 
* o 


t preference to 

others, and flatter that partial opinion ic 
ly ee ilas his own per- 

ſonal importance. e e SLOPE KHOrmimog N 


2 


. hac Mes hi 


counſellor? Or who hach 
n Fee deny and I be recom- 
common + undertanding 1 will lege a mo- 


unſellor, neither is Abd any who 'hath | 
* firſtugiven toy Wat ted as it immediate 8 
em, 2 ee. 2 And yet how ob- 
_= and ! nenten. are : the conſe- 
© Bon if done Hark: een his counſellor, it 
1 chat nont can know his mind, till 
de ſhall be pleaſed to reveal it; nor even 
then gan it be ere ev ge erb it is 
FToevealed. To ſupply what is conckaled, 
with conclufions/ drawn from the reaſonings 
df dur own minds, would be the height 
of preſumption: We muſt take his coun- 
= as it lies before ue in "he wage he e 


| Hts: henley ns hich. firſt 
giwen to him, how erronecus muſt it be to 
n oe" ns miniſtra L 


Ae any Nay, oor. agement 
another paradox, Icoultl almoſt venture #0 
* Rho Gor 3 rule werd 


We ITE a fideo the axoſretouliony, 
becauſe moſt agretable to the ſoundeſt price | 
"He of reaſon, by which" the original 
equality of all men by nature is molt effec- | 
_rmally. preferved ; hene eſtabliſhed ur, w 
which the higheſt are ſubjeR, reſtrains the 
band of violence, and ſupports the e 
individual in che poſſeſſion of thoſe privi- 
leges, which, without ſuch protection, he 
1 e e eee e Bue here no 


A e e nor is Ws room to 
reaſon from the one to the other, even by 
- hs remoteſt analogy. The frame of human 
policy, che whole ſyſtem of legillation, is | 
"nile 8 o the baßis of private ritzht and 
property: Whereas; in the kingdom of God, 
there is, there can be, no ſuch thing as pro- 
3 beben ag We gte ouſt | 
EL = e are che creatures of che . 


ect e ds creatures, muſt be the effe 


Pore grace and fabour. And if call be fa- 


vour to the innocent, who have never left 
dle ſtation in which he pla ced them ; ſurely 
hat is beſtowed upon the guilty; muſt flow 
trom thè pureſt grace, 

ing exerciſe of ſorereign mercy. : 
And this is che light in hich" | * text 
preſents to our view' the record of God with 
regard to fallen mün; where che Whole 
contents of the eee ſtirurion "re com- 
* chis f 
ace” 29:77 424) 
13 God b bath: * 0 47 are 
. en Son. Se 


melt t condeſcend- 


* 
* i * 
* a '* 
- 
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. Oe e e. e rn at. out 


Y 913 1503. 


4 rode is big Sono ins - pid eon 3s | 
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rater of u munificent denefactor and ten 


Armen father, regarding his guilty erea- 
ares s wirh an eye of pity, and graciouſly 3 in- k | 
zoſing-for. their relief, after: "__ had wil 


of 


fully deſtroyed themſelves. 40 c 9796 1 | 
I need not detain you ak a tragical 8 
ſcription of the fatal effects of our apoſtaſy 5 
nahen 
of what is written, Rom. W. 12. By one 
man fin entered into tlie world, and death 
« by ſin.” This is the view which my text 
leads us to take of the preſent ſtate of fal- 
len man. He is not only become mortal, or 
liable to death, in the common acceptation 


from x Jod. It may fufſice to remind 


of that term; but he is already dead, in the 


. 


moſt important and awful ſenſe of the 1 
word. He is ſeparated, or cut off, fromm 
the only ſource of life: and though he is 


ftill alive in this material world, from whieh 


0 he * * Tm his coninets P 


% i 
/ 


u firſt part of che record een | 
ase Lond f. , n te endearing cha- 


1UTLOT whe body terminate 
once af enjoymente and ans * 
1 thing beyond the grave mu 15 
Hay of. horror nothing W 0 
after chat fatal period, but A | 
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oy — noe of 8 8 0 . 
1 1 and it is. perfected in the A 
fie, vifin,. and N 5 
beaven. A p l 0 | 7 2 4, 
The Ft TR I e Ins m 

= Ay find ourſelves poſſeſſed - 
It is a life that is not ſubjetto, « 3 
ther is it interrupted For: ones n 2N 3 5 
the diſſolution of the earthly taker e 5 
the contrary, it acquires new: eee 
chat ſtroke which ſeparates the ſoul =_ 
| the. bodys. and. lyo arrives: at 


i 5 . 


2 ore ap inhabitant of chis warid · baby 
But: inſtead of enlarging upon i 5, 
ccellence. of chis ineſtimable bleffing, 
Iwoule rather direct your attention to | 
manner in which it is beſtowed. Anddheres | 
che record is abundantly. plain, Goal huj,jjw 
_ GIVEN 10 u eternal life. The true import oft 
the word given, is clearly decided} by: che 
Apoſtle Paul, when he ſays, The Wages 


- 


of fin iscideatÞ. 3 but the gift of God i : 


Mera een, 3 but 1 


5 eternal li | $44 0 where "TOAGEs * :and gift! are 
placed in direct oppoſition ta onelanotherg; . 
an act of free and unmerited: favour. And: 
in chis light the ſalvation : of ſinners is: u- 
| formly repreſented in the. ſacred writings. 
It is your Father's good pleaſure, Wwe 
Chriſt to his: diſciples, to give you: the 

«. kingdom.” ——< By grace are y ſavee. 
through faith, ſaid St Paul; © and that 
not of yourſelves, it is the gift-of God: 
And again, Not by works —— He 


=] + regeneration, win the. renewing. a the 


ani be make challivenziin ini any other way, 


ian act of che pureſt and A Conch 1 


reien grace...” 9710 5 155 3j) 16 -FIVL9 


Were Goc I inf any! cee en e 
gent could he be iſhed by the hea 
5 ndabjects/or; hurt by the violent 


efforts of their enmity; it might be wi _ 


to court their return byr che offer of a 
eee even. to conne the reward wich 


atle Sans 48 the proudeſt 
might-eably digeſt: but this, you muſt be 


ſenſible, is not the caſe we are conſidering. 


God ſtands in no need of us, or of our fer- 
vices. It requires no exertion of ſtr b 
to cruſh his rebellious ſubjects: if he with⸗ 


draw for one moment the ſupport of his 
power, they. nn for “in him they all 
55 


and more: 275 es if — be: - 


s O vn. 


ber 1 3 
2 moving goodneſs of his nature. 

Were theſe plain truths attended to, e 
ln ji ngling and ſtrife of words might be 
prevented, and a ready ſolution found of 


18 many of thoſe ſeemingly intricate queſtions, 
with which ſerious and awakened minds are 
oft. times perplexed and diſcouraged. 1 

It is one of the moſt obvious dictates of - 


— pleaſure,” the < wh * i 


| 1 reaſon, that the creature owes its 


# 


exiſtenee to the pure favour of the Creator. 
It is equally obvious, that it can only live 
f by thoſe meant which the Creator hath ap- 
: pointed. Every ſpecies of animals hath . 
peculiar aliment; fo "peculiar, that what is 


food t6 one ſpecies, is not only uſeleſs, but 4 
85 frequently noxious to another: —a plain con- 


vincing evidence of their immediate 'and _ 
abſolute” dependence upon the will of that 4 


Being whoſe workmanſhip they all are. 


Whence is it; chat thoſe materials upon 


which the elephant grows to a bulk ſo enor- 


mous, can afford no ſuſtenance to the con- 


| paratively diminutive body of man? No 


| hath not : choſen and bleſſed them for that 
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wer can be given but this, —The Creator p 
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-E I . Eve 72 attempt K to lune by any ot rer 
nean than God hath appointed, is an at- 
tempt to live not only independent of God, 
but in defiance of his will. Adam tried the 
experiment, and chereupon became mortal: 
for it as not the quality of the forbidden 
tree, but the prohibition of the Creator, what 
armed his treſpaſs with the fatal ſting. | 
And can the nobler, the Spiritual life, he 
leſs intin ately connected with its Author 
than the animal one? If that be loſt by | 
wilful tranſgreſſion, doth it require leſs 
power or leſs grace to reſtore it? Or can the 
revolted creature plead any right to the re- 
ſtitution of a benefit which was freely be- 
ſtowed at firſt, and, even before it was 
forfeited, owed its continuance to the good 
pleaſure of ' the giver? The abſurdity. is ſo 
_ glaring, that every one muſt perceive it as 
ſoon as it is mentioned. The bleſſing of 
eternal; life is, and can be, no other than 
the record hath declared it to s the Mee 
and ſovereign gift uf God. Soto AS 
An hard faying this to 3 vain ſons- of 
| Adam, wh would always find ſomething 
in themſelves | iy RE: of but abſo arely 
33 5 ncceſlary 
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1 ©. bring. chem back to that * 
ful dependence upon, and willing ſubjection 
' roithe, Father of . their ſpirits ; which f 1s the 1 85 
only healthful and orderly Nate of « creatures; 
the happineſs whereof. they forfeited by aſ- 
piringt to become gods. This appears to be 
the aim of all God's diſpenſations to the 
5 ch: of men; and is expreſsly declared 

er the ulticaars end. of the- goſpel-conſti- | 
— * 1 Cor. i. 30.0 Of him are ye in Chriſt 
». Jeſus, who of God is made unto us wil 2 
dom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re- 


. . 


5 « _demption: chat, according as it 18 written, 


5 « He that glorieth, let. bim glory in the Lord.” 
. Theſe few remarks may ſerve to throw 
"light upon the firſt part of the bord. * 
1 bath, n to us eternal He. 5 © 0 


f 8 : Tus 7 158 of _ - doth f nk 55 


5 inform us, chat t 4 pf 9 Son. f 15 8 
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enced to this act of grace by any other mo- 
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: poſter ity of Adam, and. pk not be. nd 


tive than what he found in his own, ellen · 
dial Boodneſs ver it became his wiſdom to 
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* 3 K who a 1 
Münnef, 1 Wen 


be expreſſive of his real character, and give 


a true and full kepreſentation of his _ 
| perfe8tions to all his intelligent creatures. - 7 
net belongs to God us well as goodneſs; 
Wh and the ſceptre of his kingdom is a ſceptre 
of righteouſneſs * and therefore wiſdom 
required that lille his mercy. triumphed 


in the ſalvation of fitmers, his holineſs ſhould 


at the ſame time ſhine forth in all its glory, 
by ſuch à public and awful condemnation 


1 Jah 2 of fin, a mould demonſtrate his infinite ab- 
5 horrence. of that accurfed” thing, with no 


leſs convinting evidence, than if the ſword 
__- of juſtice had defcended with unabated force 
upon the qvilty heads For the criminals ART 


. ſelves, 


0 This Was 4 in . moſt effectual man- 
= a by the ſufferings of his only-begotten 
and well-beloved Son, in that very nature 
Which had offended. When he Who was 
sin the form of God, and thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, made him- 
ſelf of no reputation, took upon him the 
Form of a ſervant, and being found in 
* Kamin as” A man, bumbled himſelf, and 
9 BA «. became 


1 


. x RM. 0 Fa 


. E 


obedient unto death, even the 


9 75 


magnified, as it is written, Rom. iii. 2 5-226, 
God hath ſer forth his Son to be a propi- 


« tiation, through faith | in his blood, to de- 


** - us 


« Hs ewe of des :—that he ee. ju 5 


40 juſt, and appear to be ſo, « hen he juſ⸗ 


17 of the croſs;” — then indeed 1 was 
« fin condemned. in the fleſh,” and the 
righteouſneſs of God not only revealed, but 


Og 
% 


« tifies thoſe that believe in Jeſus.” Thus, 


the ſacrifice of Chriſt is the meritorious 


cauſe of that juſtification of the finner, © 


which. not only delivers him from preſent 
condemnation, and future wrath; but, in 
| conſequence of the grant annexed to the ſa- 
. doth likewiſe inveſt him with a right 


to life that ſhall never end, and even intro- 
duce him to the poſſeſſion of that ineſti- 


mable bleſſing. Hence believers are ſaid, in 


the preceding chapter, to live through Chriſt, 


as the propitiation for their ſins. In this 


was manifeſted the Hive of God towards | 


« us, becauſe that God ſent his only begot- 


85 « ten Son into the world, that we might live 


« e him. 1 Herein 1s love, not that 
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ah EP R 1 1 00 „„ 
ee loved Gd, but chat Ut Jorg 1 Wy ; 
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5 «ſent his. Son ws be the Propitiation for r 
Fon 1 bins. of of ITS 8 15 e © DICED ATED 1 
Büt there is an obvious difference be⸗ ; 
| tween living through, 0 or by means 'of Chriſt, 
. and having life in Chriſt; hich Laſt 18 the 
form of expreſſion in my text. Nothing 
leſs can be meant by a” phraſe of ſuch in- 
85 tenſe fignification, than, Th, That the Son, 1 wy 
as . is in full {wart pe of all that „ 


: This he is the Ge bonn or ure from 
_ whence life flows to finners of mankind ;— 

5 and, 3%, : That in him life is ſo effectually | 
ſecured for all who believe on his name, that 
| n adverſe power ſhall "De able to deprive | 
| them of it And if we conſult the lively D 
1 1 8 oraeles of truth, we. ſhall find each of theſe 

8 particulars, not only implied, but aſſerted, - 

7 in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt terms. . 

7 The al is ritten ay” with a | ſun-beam : 


S 


Y x LY The Word was Wade fleſh,” „ faith our 


| - the 1 4b verſe, « and we beheld his glory, 


© "Apoſtle, © in the iſt chapter of His goſpel, at 


5 the glory as of the e begotten of the 
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1 Father, Fall- of grace, and truth N 
and of his fulnefs ne, all we received, 
and grace for grace.” It was our Lord's 55 
own declaration, Fohn v. 26. that as the 
. Father hath life in himſelf; 1 hath he 
given to the So n to have life's in himſelf,” * 
Accordingly St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Son 
min his official character as head of the 
church, thus writes to the Coloſſians, (c. 
„„ ei pleaſed the Father, that in him 
„ fſhould all fulneſs dwell.” And that none 
5 might miſtake the nature of that /ulneſe, he 
explains it by another paſſage i in that ſame 
epiſtle, Colaſſ. ii. g. „ In him dwelleth _ 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” —To 
which he ſubjoins theſe emphatical words, 
Le are complete in him.“ It is written, 
* Fobn i iii. 35. The Father loveth the Son, 
e and hath given all chings inte his hand.“ 
This was the teſtimony of John the Baptiſt 
concerning him; who informs us in par- 
ticular, that the Spirit, by which the dead 
ſmner is quickened, and born into a new 0 
world, « was not given by: meaſure | unte 
nnn. ” And we. are further aſſured, that 
ne. is now in poſſeſſion of that heavenly | 
1 5 NM 7 e king 


5 W what the, ad life b gun at 
the new birth in the hearts of his people, 
| | ſhall arrive at full maturity, and be enjoyed 
. perfection through all eternity. Thus it 
5 appears, that the Son, as Mediator, is poſ- 
felled of all that life which 1 is the. Father 5 
Sitt to ſinners of mankind. LO IR 
5 ..i2dly, We are taught. e 1 Mea: 
* 1 5 os; chat dhe Son hath. the entire diſpoſal of 
5 te, and. is the ſole fountain or ſource from 
| whence it flows. T hus our Lord ſaid to the 
Jews, Jobn v. 21. As the Father raiſeth 
9 up the dead, and quickeneth them, : even 
. ſo the Son, quickeneth whom. he will.“ 
In his conte ence with Martha at the pul- | 
5 chre of her brother Lazarus, he ſtyled him- 
ſelf the rgſarrection and the life ; and added, 
He that believeth in me, though he were 
n dead, yet {hall he live: and whoſoeyer 
« liveth, and believeth me, ſhall never 
eie. The: manner of imparting this bs. 


| he. illuſtrates by the ſimilitude of a vine ; 
and its branches. I, ſaid he, am the | 
wine, and ye are the branc hes“ As the 
Ss W cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except 
$16: Shade. 3 in * wine; no more can ye, 
TEK 5 „C except | 


5 R, . O 


55 « PEI ye. abide in me W For „ 
. (or ſeparated from me) ye can do no- 
thing Accordingly. he gets the na of 
the head, from which all the. body, by 
joints and bands having nouriſhment mi- 
« niſtered, and knit together, increaſeth 
with the increaſe of God,” ——The. cloſes : 
ug. of this union is thus expreſſed, 1 Cor. vi. 
29615, He ant! is Shined, to the Lord ; Is, * f 
„ SPIRIT.” — 
ſcribing his own Ufe as 1 Wa in Chriſt,” 
Gal. ii. 20. after having ſaid, I am cru- 
_ $4, cified with Chriſt,” he immediately ſub- 
55 joins, nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but 
N Cr i liveth in me; and the life which I 
FY now live 1 in the fleſh, I live by the faith 
e of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
[IF gave bet for me.“ an n kgs; 25 | 


Tx: 1 Fi 


e eee + e 
in that ſtrong expreſſion, This life is in bi. 


Son; namely, That in him it is effectually 5 ; 


ſecured for all that believe on him, ſo that 
no adverſe; power ſhall. be able to deprive f 
them of it. Nothing can be more explicit 


— 
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33 cauſe he W all who have fled to him 


ESE my 7 ee My. Vick EY 
"ON Ro and I know them, and they follow 
And I give Unto. them eternal life, 


I they ſhalf never periſh, neither ſhall 


any pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father which gave them me is greater 
«han all: and none is able to pluek them 
out of my Father's hand. I and my Fad 
e ther are one.” It is probable that Paul 
had this declaration in his Te when he 

- thus wrote to Ben Chriſtians at. Coloſſe, 
Cl. 111. 3 Your life is Shes (chat is, 


- 7 « {ately 49 with Cbri ft: in God.” In- 
| "deed the treaſure was too precious to De - 


itted to any creature. Of this, the 


„ eee of Adam, in his greateſt perfection, 


affords a ſtriking proof. How ſoon was his 
own life, and the life of all his poſterity, 
forfeited in his hands? Not the higheſt 
ſeraph, none other but Emmanuel, God in 


our nature, was equal to the truſt. But 


wich him it is' in abſolute fafery. He is 
ab! eto keep that which the Father hath 
nmitted to him: And therefore, be- 


. 


66 for 
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*. fort ref uge, mall live alſo,” ! ay” 

full ly allared, * that when he cho it their | 

* ife hall appear, then {hall they: likewiſe 1 5 
Ke appear* with him in glory.“ Accor- i 
dingly, the Apoſtle ſubjoins to my tent; 
E that "bath the Son, bath life. He doth  _ * 

not ſay, he all have life at ſome diſtant 

period, but he bath it already, in preſent 
effi” And well might he ay T6: 
when he recollected theſe words of our 5 
Lord, Which his o- wn pen had recorded in 
the 6th chapter of his goſpel, © I am * 
& bread. of 4e. am the living bread which . 
came down from heaven: if any man eat of 
« this bread, be /hall live for ever. — As the” 

« living F. arber bath ſent me, and T live by 
« the Father ; /o he that eateth me, even e 
Holl live by ne.. For how can he die 
who feedeth upon that which giveth life? 
and He ſurely muſt have life in all its extent 
and perfection, whoſe ſuſtenance or FAN 

is no other than eſſential life itſelf. - 

Hence it appears, how much age mil. 
Uns the goſpel· conſtitution, who repreſent 
eternal life as a diſtant reward, ſuſpended 

upon the performance of certain conditions 
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I the various particulars, * are com- 
d terme of acceptance with God, 
uſtituent parts, ſuited to tbe 


8 Ener da of Chriſtians 3 ond Laughs there- 


. 


: inge, ad, conte end the -proper.. iden. | 


Lee, of, life received, from Chriſt, but not 


_ a8 theiconditigns. or means of obtaining — 
That our Apoſtle. viewed the matter in this 

= Ahe evident, from the 13th verſe of this 
Chapter; AT wher E in the review of the large | 


occount he had given of the ſpecial duties 


5 by which. they e. diſtinguiſhed, he thus 


_ © concludes: '« Theſe things have I written 
„ unto you that believe on the name of the 
4 Son of God, (not that ye may obtain, 
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even room to ſuſpect, that he is an enemy 
to your happineſs Oh! with what eyes 
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1 of life, but what aroſe" from the 


ae -of the e e his room, 
e of remiffon 


and the grataitous n 
aanened 40.\that .cceptance 


* 8 2 
1 2 2 * * 
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blood might de he -expiation — 5 
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SERMON. vu. a 


any we Jefb than this be meant W 
35 drawing near to Ge by the'b blood -:1of  Feſus 1? : 
Was there more virtue in e typical 
chan in che real atonement? Or is leſs 0 
be expected from the — from 
: the ſhadow ?' Did the offending Jew, When 
he made his confeſſion over the head oh. 
the victim, look back to any inſtances of 
poaſt obedience, or even forward to any 
pauurpoſes of future amendment, and conœ 
join theſe with the blood of the ſacriticeg | 
for tendering it more eſſectual to obtain 
pardon and acceptance? Surely none who 
' attended: to the marure hd form” of the 
| ivftitution, could be led by it to dreant 
9 WO aun minture f this kind. And can we 
ſuppoſe, chat che zbbod of Fefur, by which 
we Hau boldneſe ts enter into the buli; is 
only a joint cauſe with our own'imperfe&; 
obedience, of our obtaining admiſſion into 
the heavenly ſanctuary? Ie no more meant 
dy his cohſecrating for ur d new and e 
way, than that he hath repaired the old wa 
whick ſin had broken; and by removing 
ſome obſtructions,” rendered it more ſmooth” - 
e 8 para than originally it . ? Hal 
e V he, 


4 


* 


RA. eg aac an . dere en, bi. 
np N tem thouſand talents Is it 
|  poſlible | that human pride and vanity can 
ive ſuch 2 Erne to this motley ſcheme, 
ba as to make it paſs with any reaſonable crea- 
ture; for that marvellous doing of the Lord, 
that higheſt exertion of wiſdem and grace, 
Which angels themſelves deſive'to- look in- 
I Y = — for this, we muſt have 
recourſe do what the Apoſtle. Paul writes, 
t Cbr. ii. 14. The naturab man receiveth : 
15 er che things of the Spirit of God ; for | 
[= they are fooliſhneſs unt-o him: neither 
. camhe en xcauſe they are” ſpi- 
J „ ritually 8 erned No Ie is become vain 
„ Sond as bis fooliſh _ 
| 5 is darkened. But they whoſe eyes are 
opened by . Spirit of truth, will cor- 
_ dially join with the ſame Apoſſle, and Tay 
| as be did, Philips 1 ik 75 8, 9 What things 
were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs 
. for Chriſt. Vea, doubtleſs, and I count 
1 * al. things but Ws for the = 4 | 


* 0 " 0 dee ge Lord: 
* — and db count them but dung chat 1 
may win Chriſt, and be found in him, not 
4 having mine own righteouſneis, which 155 
is of the law, but that which is through | 
the faith f Clift, the rig 
_ «which is of G d by faith,” This is the 
language of a true det, in nds near to 
Cod by the blood of 'Feſus ; which may ſuf- 
ice to explain the firſt qualification here 
| mentioned. Ido mot ſay that no more is 
included in it; hut this I erer an 
5 abſolnte renunciation of every other ground 
of hope, is one principal thing rz in 
the true heart, as it ſtands connected with 
che Apoſtle's reaſoning, if not the en | 
he had moſt directly in his eye. 5 
A⁊aly, To a true beart, the Are de, be 
| full ofinance of faith. wt! ee 
This leads us back to Ns great Objecks 
| of faith that have already been preſented to 


our view, viz. the high-prieft over abe hauſs 
of God ;—the vail of hie human nature, 
which is the paſſage into the ſanctuary 
and the Hood of his ſacrifice, that emboldens 
as. to enter i ee it is. requized, | hat. 


7 70 3 255 11 PO PR b ; DE 7 
| The: true heart, giving a faithful verdict 
upon the demerit of ſin, and ſubſeribing to 
che juſtice of the ſentence, whereby the fin- 
ner is excluded from the preſence; of God, | 
_ ackno edgeth' this to be the only way. But 
faith advanceth a ſtep farther, and preſents 
it to Wend ened mind, as a ſafe, a ſure, 
_ and: infallible way. Hear its genuine lan- 
gunge from the mouth of our Apoſtle, 
Tim, i. Tec . nem 2 faithful ſaying, 
ann eds Tos 
X Chriſt cime into od yeh to fave, ſinners; 
b. who I zamnchie | ee contem- 
7 Þ nw nen ity of 


i his blond; eee may e — 5 
withdut heſitation, that it hath ſufſicient 
| esc to eleanſe from all ſin. But when 

eds farther, and reads the commiſ- 
6 aaa end Wenn the Father; when it 


5 weighs the. evidence that ariſeth from his 
reſurrection ant, aſcenſion, . of the ' Father's 


- infaire _— e and his perfect ſa- 
e tisfactian 


above every name, 


Cͤhriſt recon- 


ator; ang. all. 7 eee. it "ellos 65 — into 
che heangnhy, mann whitker he bath 
Tied his: aton 00d, and ſees the ren 

_— ES upon him for his voluntary, - 
boObedience unte death, a name given him 
u nd all things in heaven 
and on earth put under his feet: What 
wmhall I lay? from this entire vie of God in 
ling che world unto himſelf, 
can any other concluſion be drawn, than 
| n hath done before us, 


bears to the children of men, chat tue moſt 
entire credit to hie, declarations upon this 


bead i is in effect no more than a /#ting to 


our al, 40 what one ſhould. think the moſt 


a bviqus and ſelf evident of all \propolitions,. . 


that, God is rruc. And. 18. there. a man to be 
found that denies this propoſition? Dare 


. de ſo outrggeoully infolent and injuri- 
call. God a ſiar? Let me refer 


5 baue the 7550 Apoltle, wha teſtified cher 


viz. God et love f omplete is the evi- 
; dence. eme. us. in 9% goſpel. f God's 
merciful nature, and of che goed-will he 


” 4 


9 


eee 
| God hath given of his Bon, maketh him a 
Bar This ie a repetition of the firſt tranſ- 
mm n, wich peculiar circumſtances ' of ag- 
_ gravation.  Unbelief was the root of Adam's 
Gn: for had he truly believed - that the 
threatening was to be. executed, he would 
not have dared to incur the penalty. And 
ean it be leſs criminal to charge God with 
| falſehood" in a profeſſion of kindneſs, than 
in a. threatening of diſpleaſure? Nay, is it 
not a worſe ſpecies of deceit, to flatter with 
 ddluive hopes, than ty Gighton wich unreal. 
y EV or _ 
ha of dooeiny vagdirhen Hine andy 
the face of the firongeſt- repeated declara- 
Bons of good-will, but againſt every kind 
of coi nation that the moſt diſtruſtful ſuſ. 
| picion could require or deviſe. Adam had | 
no other reſtraint but a naked threatening: 
he bad feen no exertion of punitive juſtice ; 
every thing around him was — wal 
_ the e nee ms 
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forced. But Wha a we in e. of | 
the grabs record? or rather, let me aſk, 
What addition could be mat 
already afforded us, that it is faith! 
true? We have the promiſe of God, con- 
firmed by his oath; we have the gift of his 0 
own 8on to be the propitiation for our fins; 
we are” not only permitted, but invited, 
nay commanded, to come to the Saviour, 
with this moſt endearing declaration, that. 
ſuch as come to him ſhall in no wiſe be re- 
jected or caſt out by him. And ſhall not 
this accumula ed, this ſuperabundant evi- 5 
dence deter us from the preſumption f 
calling God a liar? or rather, ſhall it not 
produce in us, that full dſſurance of faith 
with which the Apoſtle: exhorterh us to draw 
near to God by the blood of Jeſus? 
The third qualification, ee in cheſs 5 
| words] ' having” our bearts ſprinkled © from an 
wil conſtience, is an advance. upon the other 
bro, and implies a perſonal application k 
che blood" of | Chriſt to ourſelves: for it is 
this alone that, as we read verſe 14. of the” 


e to the evidence 
fi Vue 55 


of racks: which, by repreſeating God. 2 
; ” as inplcable gens vr drive e 264 _ 


825 rand ener, _—_ chan e and 


dove. 50 Seeg off wit» Ve Ps 
- This Wera application of the Died of | 
5 ag, is too commonly conſidered in 
* . che light of a privilege, rather than as a duty. 
dad Privilege it ſurely is; but ſuch a 
privilege as we are ſtrictly bound in duty 
to make uſe of: Vor ibis, ſaith the Apoſtle 
John, ic the command of God, that we foould 
| believe. on ibe name ꝙ bit Son  Feſus Crit; 
Which certainly includes more than a gene- 
_ ral,perfi 08g, however full and aſſured, 
that Jeſus is a neceſſury and ſufficient Sa- 
viour. It can mean no leſa, than that they 
to whom the command is given, ſhould be- 
here on the name of Chriſt for themſelves, 
and put their truſt in him, as one Who is 
bath wills and e fave: them in parti- 
„ cular. PLE TS = ee bs: Ls 43 1 6 
But * ee may y be put, and it hatk 
deen put by eee rn at 
this ohlgiog commar 


= wary | 


8 1 ON WIL. 


; dats ſufſice for.an anbwery to deſire Fel 
who aſk; the, queſtion #07 turn over to that 
part of Scripture where the words I have 
uſt now quattdrare: — * ale „ 
There it is written mmand- 
4 ment, that we ee believe on ee 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and e ar nvs - 
©, ther, as he gave us commandment.” 
No, - no body dominant rho; has left of 
theſe precepts extends to him; and yet the 
Cbriſt; and the Apoſtle, you ſee, unites 
2 thetachathiin oma ſentence. How coimes it, 
hen, that any ſhould make a difference be- 
1 ow en the two, in point either of extent or 
obligation, or limit the e eee 
any more than the other 
But as this is a difficulty A which fas: 
truly ſerious only are apt to be diftreſled, 
I muſt not ſtop here, but beg them to con- 
ſider, whether it would not be more reaſon- 
able to put the queſtion in this form, Ho] 
do I know, or rather, What ground can 1 
find to ſuſpect, that the commandment to 
0 Waun on che Gariour: doth not * to 
5 8 8 „ WE? 


nation. as eaſt, eee "re: vue Radek 
yy" Look unto me, «nd be ye ſaved, 
all che ends of che earth. —* Unto you, 
BE « C O men, I call, and my woive is to the ſons 
of men.“ Say, chen, my friends, under 
* fatal denomination can you find your- | 
ſielves exchuded from che fountain opened _ 
For ſin and for -uncieanneſs?? Surely not as 
| Jinners ;\ for this denomination is common 
— and & Chriſt came nut to call the 
4 rigliteous, but ſinners to repentance: this 
was his monk 48 ſeek. and to fave | 
that which was loſt.” Neither can it be as 
+ great ſinners; Tor Paul eeſtiies, chat Chriſt 
cue to ſave the chief of ſinners. . His 
« blood cleanſeth from all fin; and many 
examples are recorded of the moſt infamous 
tranſgreſſors, who have been waſhed, and 
ſanctiſied, and juſtified, in the name of cke 
Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
Much leſs then can it be as deeply-convinced Z 
and /elfco fſinners; for under this 
dienomination you are expreſsly invited to 
. . to him: 5 Come unto. me, all 
e . 7 5 0 0 


"= 


S OE = 


. ur, [aa ne) hy: Lally n 
4 [ will give you reſt.” The commiſſion he 
veceived, was to bind up the broken heated; 
_ to bring forth the priſoners out of the pri- 
| peer ad. to comfort n that mourn 
— ws difricenging! — De 
drawn, that they iure it not, whereas vou 
do: yet even to them were theft gracious 
words addreſſed by our Lord himſelf, Rev. 
Hi. 18. counſel thee to buy of me gold 
tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; 
« and 'white raiment, that thou mayeſt be 
© clothed ; and to anoint, thine eyes with 


2» ey lee, that thou mayeſt ſee,” Nay, 


(which methinks ſhould put an end to _ 
further queſtioning upon this head), the 

epiſtle directed to them concludes with that 
unlimited offer of goſpel · grace, which mighe 
juſtiy be introduced with a note af admi- 
ration, BxHOLD, 5 ſtand at the door and 
- knock; if any man will hear my voice, 

and open the door, E will come in ta h. 
and fup with him, and he with me. 


— 


let non: E you keel your need | of 
eee Saviour; ib paar ee 


1 | worthy: to be depended pon; and mighty | 
to fave;* let no objections drawn 

your on unworthineſa, which, ANY * 
cent and-femblarice of fur ility, hides the | 


89 


. keep: you-: back Kiditw»4hls great: Hab Prigſt, 
or prevent - your application of bis atoning 
_ blood, for  rinkhng pu Beurir frum am evil 
 - Conſcience, and introducing you into 7 4. 
8 with filial boldneſs,” by that neu and! l | 


way -whrch be ee for gy | 
the he vai . K OE 742K : q Bae 1 THE 4 
2 TORT FFT 


Wi he the Apoltle fubj Oins, ewige our. 
hs; woſbed evithy pure water, may allade 
to thoſe purifications enjoined by the law 
which ſerved to remind the Jews of the un- 
ſpatted holineſs. of the God. of "Hrael, and 
of that reverence which ought! to bos 
cheir minds in all their approaches to his 
gracious praſence; though I cannot wp - 
'thinking;i that thete aa were intended 
2 EI | by 


- 


s ER MON * 
w Arete introduce len ra- 


tion; and bought therefore to be trat 
to the following verde: in which eaſe, nk. 
out any ſtraining; they obviouſly apply c 
che ordinance” of baptifn, and are urgedk 
| with. great propriety, to enforce à ſtedfaſt 
unwavering adherence to that füith Wine 
de conveftec Hebrews" hack profefſed wht 
ſuch ſolemnity, when, at their adtmffomr 
5 into the church of Chriſt, their bodies chert 
| © waſhed with pure water, in the name of ü 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. e eee 
But I ſhall not detain you any longer from 
the proper buſineſs of the day. Only let 
| me call upon you, before I conclude, to look 
up to this great H igh Prigſt over the houſe of” 
God, for that Holy Spirit, without whom 
neither ſermons, nor ſacraments have any 
virtue or allicaey. It is he alone that can. 
- beſtow upon us the qualifications here re- | 
| - quired.” Let each of us then plead the pro- 
miſe of the Father, begging, that the Spirit 
ol all grace may be given, © to take of the: 5 
SO things of Chriſt's, and to ſhew them unto- 
aus;“ that from juſt views of our High- 


Prieſt, and of the new * . way he 
har 
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ads. of a Chriſtian's; faich/and | 
hope, are not only ſufficient to ſatisfy. 


his oven mind, but capable likewiſe of das 
deſcribed and vindicated, in ſuch a manner 
as eannot fail to giye full ants a 
| ſober. i 
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CELOL SO: 
unpr judiced inquirer. ENTS ' $8955 
Genuine Chriſtianity is mt From Ants 
ning any means of trial, hereby truth , is 
uſlon or impoſture: 

on the contrary, it courts: the light; ad 
the more ſcverely i it is tried, the brighter it 
ſhinen z The worde of che Lord are pure 
4 words, like filver tried in a furnace of 
einn and e ve mes,” The. 
Vor- II. P So evidence | 
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* Edesse; 8 which our e oh 3 are 
| - ſupported, hath — ſtood the teſt of 
many "gefierations ; - the moſt . violent 


„ 1 Attacks of its enemies, inſtead of ſhaking 
— hs foundation. have. only ſerved to = 
chat it is laid qr ſame. Almighty Hand 


jot, © or one daz, in theſe lively oracles of 

- wiſdom and truth, hall in no wiſe paſs — 
= till all be Tale: - 1 1 
- Thie priv ges mil an are nbt 2 
1 picture drawn by? fancy, neither doch Bis 

cornfort take its riſe from thoſe inexplicable 

| - impreſſions to Which the dreaming enthu- 1 
y _ faſt is conſtrained) to "reſort: Tbe“ intelli- 15 
55 gent believer ſtands upon firm ground, anßd 

ds always ready to give àn anſwer to 

1 5 «i every: man that aſketh him a reaſon of 

1 che {ro he js in him F-19301] 3 


: * - »% N + 
J  SEEL > ge} 1171155 n 8 5 
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=. ee into che 05% oft his 
. Base he will den you! without Mtoe, 
ttt he looks for a portion after death, in 
5 ene whereof, this earth which we 
VVV | . 17 © inhabit, | 


SERMON: . „ 


hüshit aud all that codeine tha into 25 


nothing, yea; leſi than nothing, and vanity. 
Whatever we behold in this material 


.  hach- the ſeeds of diſſolution ſown = 


in its very nature. Our bodies themſelves 
are only tabernacles of clay, which ere * 
mall be . into e and ies NE 
tion . e 

lere wer - breathe, as it were; . mid 
e contagion and defilement; and the beſt 
things we enjoy are liable to be ee 
either into the inſtruments or occaſions f 
ſin. Honour tempteth to pride, power to 
oppteſſion, and affluence to ſenſuality and 
criminal indulgence. Few, comparati vel 7 
ſpeaking, can carry with an even and 
ſteady hand the full cup of proſperity any 
length of way; like, Jehurun, they are apt 
to kick when they wax fat, and nen to 
eſteem the Rock of their falvation..- 1 

Nay;, though they ſhould eſcape. the po 
hn of theſe earthly enjoyments, by uſing 
them with moderation, and employing 
them to the purpoſes for which they were 


deſigned; yet ſo. precarious. and fugitive - 


are * fublunary things, that it is impoſ- 
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able ber ang man to e heir 
Who can ſay, My moun- 
tain ſtandeth ſtrong, I. ſhall never be 
ſt. ſecret fraud and open 
9 eee nay; the wind, 
tie fire, che water, may in a moment be 
| armed with ſufficient; force to make the 

un welcome ſeparation betwint us and the 
| beſt of our worldly po; Thus 
and defiled, thus uncertain and 
7 Sant 8 moſt admired and 
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Dee, e kodech net away. 
it hach no principle of decay within | 
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from without. It is reſerved, 8 een 
up, for them in heaven; 
_ flare: ſafety, beyond the Nach of — 
adverſe power; and equally ſecured againft 
deceit and rapine. Derr 15 no thief to 
 fiteal; no ſpeiler to lay waſte. In thoſe re- 
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x My 1 ee 155 am Sigel at 
"2 my very heart, becauſe thou haſt heard, 
1 O my foul! the ſound of the trumpet, and 
75 1. the alarm of war. All above is order 
and harmony; chere 4s. Hg: to hurt, no- 
thing to deſtroy, through the whole extent 
of the heavenly Jeruſalem, that imperial ſeat 
of Zion's King.—Such, can che believer , 
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8 ow inquire into tho its of = 


£7 1 he hath an anſwer ready in the words 15 


of my text, and can ſay with the Apoſtle 
Paul,. wwhen we were enemies, | "we vere - 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son; much 
more ee. abe N N 9 ti 
"ary, the real ö k © 18 at od ta 
| and obvious; it is fimple and. ingenious 
at the ſame time: ſo ſimple and obvious, 5 
1 that the mind, with one glance, per 
its force, and is ſatisfied ; ſo profound PR £2 
ingenious, that the more accurately it is | 
examined, the gre lg Fl five it wi 1 
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Y che Apoſtle Had proved at e in ah! r By 
_ going part of this epiſtle, he infers,” in this 
„ ge, the ſuperior efficacy of his reſtored 
=: Te life —1 ſay, his refored. ; for the life bere 
3 referred to, was not that life previous to hig 
| an, which he led upon earth in the 
1 Vibe of a ſervant ; but the life he now lives. 
at the right hand of God, where he i 18 exalt- 
ed to the throne as a Prince and a Saviour, 
2 having 7 name given him above every 
name, that at the name of Jeſus every | 
1 knee ſhould bow, and every tongue con- 
ess, that he is Lord, eo the {not ha of God 
15 42 the Father 5 
355 . bee compre are here | atec Shs 5555 
Ra ane betwint the paſt and pref 


nt ſtate of 
Laier; 4 formerly they were enemies to 
9 od, now they are become Friends, The 
© they: compariſon is betwixt the paſt and 
Preſent condition of the Saviour; once he 
was dead, now he is alive. And the propo- 
ftion chat connects the two is this, That 
reconciliation” to God was entirely” owing 
di0ẽ tlie death of Chriſt, as the meritorious 
5 procuring cauſe. | Theſe are' the premiſes 
How e che 8 draus his con- 
Ic TIE EE clufion, 
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5 every one muſt 3 as ſoon as it is men- 


1 vis. that reconciliation to an enemy 
is» A, mare difficult exerciſe; of ; goodneſs 

n beneficence to a friend. Upon πhich 
be thus reaſons, That if the deaib of Chriſt 
had ſufficient virtue to produce the greater 
effect, vz. reconciliation to thoſe ho for- 
merly were enemies, there can be no room 
to doubt that the 4/27 of Chxiſt, which is 
more powerful cauſe, muſt, be ſufñicient to 
produce the leſſer effect; leſſer I. mean in 
point of difficulty, namely, the continuance 
of the divine friendſhip: and beneficence to 
thoſe whom his death hath recchciled, till 
he bring them in due time to the full pal 


ſeſſion of the purchaſed. inheritance. N * 


Say then, my brethren, may not the. 


| hope of a Chriſtian .be juſtly. denominated, 


2 rational hope, or, as the if terms 
werte e, ra e chat makech not all 
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a ann 0 overy: 1 
8 him a reaſon of the hope that is in 
im, uuben [vas an enemy, I ava recon- 
=. % God by the death of bis Son, much 
move" "being." reconciled, I. hal rhe faved by bis 
e death was the price of the inheri- 
15 tance I. look for; and his reſtored life Js. 
| if 7 eee that the price was accepted, 
and the purchaſe made. This renders my 
| hope aſſured and yigorqus. Did it depend 
| ny ching in We on the ſtrength, 
OT W | {s, of the creature, 
2 would quickly e and die; but a8 
it beagle i 4 him who roſe from the grave 
to die no more, ho aſcended up on bigh, 
leading captivity captive, :and is nom ex- 
alted at the right hand of God, it is be- 
come an anchor of the ſoul, both fure 
. and Aedfaſt; 25 for the Father i raiſed him 
1 | and bare him glory, for 
this uy end; chat every gi und of jealouſy 
1 Ic ved, my faith and hope might 
br in God, x Pete 24, LEND ce 5 10 24 U¹ . 
lt muſt already have red ta you, 
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3 beging, the hope of anner ner 5. and 
ewiſe muſt I begin, to bring che wb. 

& home; to gur own heart: by inquiring 
1 among us can ſay, that we hayes expe · 


rienced un bleſſed fruit af the Redeciger's 


death, J 886 

And for our aibſtapte. in 1 important 
3 I ſhall endeavour, in few: words, 
mark out ſame of the principal ſteps, by 
Which che foul is moſt uſually led by che 


Spirit of God unto a vital union with the 


Lord jeſus Chriſt „ who of God is made 
unto all; that believe in him, wiſdom, and 
Soak. and eee, and rer 
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* deep convidtion of guilt and miſery 
doth certainly lie at the root of this import - 


ant change. The ſinner ſeeth himſelf tos 


be all pollution, naked, and, .defenceleſs, 
baving nothing to ſcreen him from the 
vrath of that Almighty, Being whom. he 
bath offended . This co 
look about for nnn, The 8 of | 
Sod is intolerable: he cannot dwelt wick 
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miſery,” dings” arefervation, —— 
Principle implanted in his nature EOS 
yh rear Author of his being, obligeth dan to 


ü Alk the queſtion, Is there no hope? 2 | 


lere, indeed, many fteal away Sen Un⸗ 
dier their burden, take ſhelter in ſome re. 


3 fuge of hes, and encompaſs themſelves a- 


bout with ſparks of their own kindling: 
but the finner' chat is under the conduct of 
the Spirit of God, (and of ſuth*only I at 
. dane ſpeak); the more he confiders his 
aſezithe more hopeleſs and deſperate he 
findeth it to be. He indeed aſketh | the 
queſtion, What ſhall 1 do! but feeling his : 
in Yotente, anſwers,” 1 can do nothing; or 
though 1 could do any thing, yet what 
| Fouldit'arail me f — Can the dury I owe at 


c 7 Aber nd me 50 4, Aikharge: of che = 
old? Impoſſible — In ſhort; when he caſts | 
His eyes abroad throughout the whole crea- 


Gion, be can find _ at all to lean upon 
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* unto the faith, 1 hedged about, as it were, 


on every fide; ſo chat neither Rimſelf, her 
any other' 1 can inake A 4 4 way. for his * 
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Being reduc $6-ckis line "Hi Hſtent 
with eagerneſs to the ridings of a Saviour. 


- The name Jeſs bath a different bund to 8 


him than ever it had before ; and his very 
| heart leaps within bim, When he Hears that 


„God was in Chriſt reconciling che world / 
„ unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſ⸗ 1 
But he cannot reſt ſatiſ : 


"© ſes unto them. : 
| fled with a general account of this matter. 


As his danger is real and preſſing, he ſeeks _ 


4 clear diſcovery of the method of deliver- 


ance. Felt diſtreſs breeds concern and an- 


xiety; a -ſelf-condemned* criminal cannot 


Adiet his mind wich the bare probability ek 
1” a'pardon + he therefore  narrox 


| y pri into 
5 the authority, the character, and the abi 


lity, of the Saviour. He looks into his 
aſed ta 


_Somm Non, and is wonderfully 5 
read ſuch” a plain declaration as this, N 


li. 6,7." che Lord have called thee in 
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< them thar kit in dakdels out R 8 pri- 
e ee to hear the Fa- 
N a AS Win an Audible 
voice from n heaven, brſt at his baptiſm, 
fterwards, at bis, transfiguration, *. This i 
a bastel Son, in whom, Lam. we 
bs ite then proceeds doc confider 
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mite . I tow A 
conceive ſome? hope: he Tees a beten of 
obtaining ſalvation ; and is (itisficd, that if | 
this Saviour Will afidertake Bis caille;/ "M8 - 
hath no reaſon to defpair: he chert 
al inquites, ow, or by har ein, 
Wee! the 1 | 
_ —Hetre' it is that the. grear-adverſary ufd 
ally makes his: "moſt" vigorous efforts, _ 
| puts forth all his force and artifice dee 
wreck the pobr ſoul on the very ſnors 
ſalvation. He endeavours to make tliat con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt which firſt Bredgbit the 
fitnet'to- ſee his need of 4 Saviour; howto. 
odjection againſt coming to En 
5 tor deliverance. He win tel! Hind; tie 
- 0 ; 1 5 forgiven, yet furely 
| Hs! cannot; ; that the greatnefz of his fins, or 
his long continuance in them, lack 5 
beyond che reach of his Raving power, 

leaſt render him an imprößer N forts 
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| Led, are .the very. per ons. wh 5 60 gra- 
N cCieus invitations and counſels are addreſſed ; 1 
tna he intarpoſe & for our relief, not be- 
czuſe we nt anch öl 1 his Arc , but 08 | | 
5 uſe Fe.needed his aid; and that a ſenſe of „ 
5 8 extreme ae eee with A humble | 5 
BY | and.ghankfu L acceptance af t e; unſpe 
BG > | Sig "God to men, is all chat is locked b | « 
ö 5 1 5 on the part of the creature. 2450 2 | A . | 
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him, and covers him ſo entirely, chat 4 5 
head to foot, if I may uſe that expre : 

| oa Is; 60 e. 59 at : Ag. pe ee hy 15 = 8 my ; 
mM; © | AND; mow Hor ang Wie among ygu © 
= mie you have exper IT. 
1 work of grace upon your hearts 5 
Wee, e thoſe who- are thus. f 
| * reconciled by tbe deaub "of 7 
| hall, in aa en illuſtration of a 
I reaſoning, ae ee ſhow the powerful 
9 eee of che 5 
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eve? I, it dot froit that very 
chrahe to which” our onee crucifled Re- 
le i8 raiſed, that ke may confer that r re- 
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in fait agailoſt thoſe wr 
Ki pert cpu eh Ave n to bin fer 
lefuge v alrnpofmböle ! Ae he bowed his bead 
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- to cleanſe and purify the hearts of thoſe. 


N chat could: _ ee, Were Bis 


1 11 up 3 h ee , 
grave, that he might effectually apply thæ 
merit of his ſacriſiue, and obviate every» 
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2d, The liff of Chriſt lend available! 


to inſure the ſandſtcotion of all who believe 


on him. For what end did he enter into 


the heavenly ſanctuary, but that from thence 


he miglit ſend forth his conquering Spirit 


whom he had waſhed. with his blood, 
as no guilt might he Fenn yet 
ſtice of God, ſo neither ſhould there be any 


 defilement to offend. his holineſs. It is im- 


poſſible to doubt, that a Redeemer in glory 
will at length preſent to his Father * 4 Slo- 5 
<« rious church, without-ſpot, or . 


any duch ching“ Surely Chriſt js ee 


gone to heaven, to leave that blood to run 


waſte which he ſhed upon earth, or to he 


negligent in improving the virtue of bie, 


re That prayer, * Fakhars. ſanctify 


them through ng hath as Joud, 19 
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to enter upon his agony ind faſſerings. He 
_ did not utter theſe words upon the confines 
of his kingdom, to forget or diſuſe them 


N ; 7 vhen he { ſhould enter upon the poſſeſſion of 
e What he prayed for in his humiliation, 
_ hath power to diſpenſe in his exalted 


ſttate; and he will do it to all who put their 


+ _ truſt in him: he will gradually adorn them 


With the beauties of holineſs, and keep them 
by his power through faith unto e 75 
ich leads me to obſer ve. 
| In the third place, That the life of Chriſt | 


1 goth effectually ſecure an honourable iſſue 


to all the affifions and temptations of his 
A 8 It is the ſame perſon that was cru- 
_ cified on earth, who is no- crowned with 
glory in the higheſt heavens: and though 
3 eee e infirmities of that body he 
bud aſſumed, and left all the weakneſs of 
bumanity behind him in the grave; yet he 
Cerried his pitying nature to the throne, and 
ny ig-Rill touched with the feeling of our in- 
_ firmities, and diſpoſed” to help us in every 6 
time of need. He will not break the 
1M ane reed, nor quench the {ſmoking 
. flax, Ho knows our Finney: he remem- 
1 bers 
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ä „ and. will therefore: 1 
debate with us in meaſure, and ſtay his 
4 rough wind in the day of his eaſt wind. 
And with regard to temptatiens, the life 
1 4 Chriſt affords the moſt comfortable aſſu- 
france, that over theſe we ſhall be finally 
, victorious. He that. ſuffered being tempted,” 
Will certainly be diſpoſed to ſuccour thoſe: 
chat are tempted; and there can be no room 
to doubt, that he is as able as he is willing: | 
If, while in the form of a ſervant, he de- 
feated all the artifices of the cunning ſerpent, © _ 
and repelled the moſt violent attacks ot the e 
roaring lion? if in his loweſt ſtate of abaſe- 
ment, even while he hung upon the croſs, 
be ſpoiled principalities and powers, making 
a ſhow of them openly; now that all power 
is committed to him both in heaven and 
on earth, can he want either wiſdom or: 
ſtrength to bruiſe Satan under the feet ß 
=> the weakeſt of his ſervants? Impoſſible!  _ 
| ——While the head of the body reigns in 
glory, we may be well aſſured, that no 
member can become the prey of any adverſe 
power; ſo that every believer may adopt 
. 190 e hnguage, of Paul, and ſay as he did, 
: ""*Q 3; 6 Who 
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wusch parete us fm ee 
4 chtiſt ?- ſhall tribulation; or diſtreſi, 7 


- peril, or ſword ?Nay, In all theſe things 
5 1 we are more than conquerors, through 
- : 4 him that loved ns; For Lam perſuaded, 
1 «_ chat neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
3 « nor prineipalities, nor powers, Hor things 
' of preſent, nor things/ to come, nor! height, 
nor depth, nor any other | rekturs; (hall 
LS «be able to ſeparate us from the love of 
=: 5 «-G od, "which is dorms 11870 our all 
EY: one more, | 
e bh, The life of Cl rin — 1 10 VE 
people the gſurrettion of their bodies, and 
Fo he happineſs of the whole man, in 2786 Full 
and everlaſting enjoyment of God. 
_ Bs Adam, by his apoſtaſy, thee" whe: 
3 ; ſource of death to all his natural deſcend- 
= ants z ſo Chriſt, by his xpiatory ſufferings, 
ll andthe glory that followed, is become the 
1 fountain of life to all his ſpiritual offspring; * 
. ow accordingly are ſaid to be begotten 
again to the lively hope of an inheritance 
= 2 « that is incorruptible, and undlefiled, and 
= # chat fadetd not ag bh and * 7 


| r „ 
| 5 ® 181% * 
1 k 
= 
3 5 : 
| | 
= 5 
| 


1 perſecution, or famine; or Aakttlfieſs, or 


/ 


3 pF * ” „ F 
£ 7 


25 4 1 W 
SHeazs ef bis reſhrrectian from ti 


| Hence the ſecond Adam is called. & gigen. 


ui init, having, the ſame virtue and eff 
E267 to conyey all. the fulneſs of life to choſe 
who arg new born into the family of God, 
that the firſt Adam had to tranſmit death 


to his poſterity. It was not the. foul, ot; 


_ Chriſt only, but his body alſo, that was 
exalted and crowned with honour: in like 
manner ſhall rhe bodies of, belicvers be 
reſcued from the grave, and rajſed to glory, 
ſeeing theſe were redeemed by Chriſt as welk 
as their ſouls. _ Nay, the bodies of the faints' 
+ are ſaid expreſsly to be « the temples of 'the 
8 Holy Ghoſt; 33 and ; it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
that theſe temples ſhalt. remain always un- 
der. the ruins of death. He who 8 
them with bis reſidence, will. certainly re- 
build chem in fine time; j 1 che Adee 
| « him 5. rift up Jedes from: the dead, 
«6 dwell in you ; he that raiſed up uin 
4 from the dead, ſhall alſs quicken” your | 
C3 mortal bodies, by his Spirit that dwelletn 
4 in you.“ Then ſhall that ſong be ſung 
bs all; he: redeemed: company newly raiſed 


. G3: | from 


* 
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from a" auf eic bo Geatiowel up 
In victory. * O0. O death, where is now 
thy lng! 0 grave, where is now thy 
« victory ?—The ſting of death was fin, and 
the ſtrength of ſin was the law; but 
thanks be unto God, who hath now given 
us the Oy . 1 Chriſt o our 


e e ESL, 


Ts us Ave I le” to 14 you. 
through a very extenſive, but ſurely a plea- | 
| fant and fruitful, field, wherein a variety of 

ob ects have occurred, intereſting to all, and 
_ peculiarly comfortable to'the people of God: 
upon whom I therefore call, in the conclu- 
po Hon of my diſcourſe, to praiſe and magnify 
that compaſſionate Saviour, and faithful 
„ High- Prieſt over the houſe of God, who 
„ ranſomed them with his blood; and amidſt 
Al the ſplendors of his exalted ſtate, is not 
=: unmindful of his charge upon earth, but 
=: - continually appears in the preſence of God 
for them; whoſe ear is always attentive to 
the voice of their ſupplications; whoſe 
mouth is ever open to plead in their behalf; 


and as if it 80 not been love enough o 


od, be glory and honour, 
and praiſe, for ever and ever. 


4 | 


vv 


die for them, ſtill lives and reigns for them, 
even glories in being, © the head over 
« all things to the church, 
& body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all 
in all.“ To him, with the Father, ; 

— quickening Spirit, the one living and true 


which is his 


Amen. 
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F we compare the 5 here 
given of Ephraim, with the account we 


have of him ch. iv. 17. we ſhall diſcover 


ſuch a wonderful change, as muſt excite 


in dsa deſixe to be acquainted with the | 


There it is ſaid, Ephraim 
is joined to idols: ' Here we behold him 


| throwing them away, with every ſymptom 
of eontempt and abhorrence. 
awakened from a dream, or rather like one 


Like a man 


who had loſt his reaſon, and was now re- 


ſtored to the right uſe of it, he ſaith, What ' 
Bae I to do any more with idols lt is my 


diſgrace, no leſs than my crime, that ever I 
had any thing to do with ſuch lying vani- 
ties; but now I caſt them from me with 
| Korn and W and with a determined 

VCC ee 
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SERMON x. 2 


e . 1 mall never henceforth re- 
turn to them any more.” f 
How is this ſurpriſing W to CG Ac 
. for? When God ſaid, Ephraim 
4 is joined to idols,” he immediately prö-- 
1 that awful decree, « Let him a- 

. lone Hereby a reſtraint was laid up- 5 
on err outward inſtrument. All the 
creatures were charged by che higheſt au- 
 thority, to give him no diſturbance 1 in the 
courſe of his idolatry, but to leave him 
entirely to his own conduct, and the un- 
abated influence of the idols he had choſen. 
By what | means then was his recovery 
brought about Had Ephraim the ho- 
nour to diſcover the deluſion by his o.] n 
ſagacity, and to break the enchantment by 
his own ſtrength ?—We find an anſwer. to 
_ theſe queſtions, ch. xiii. 9. © Iſrael, thou 
© haſt 3 thyſelf, but I& uE is thy 
4 help.“ Had God ſaid, I am determined io 
tet Ephraim alone, there would have been 
an end of him at once, though the whole 
creation had been left ar liberty to exert its 
utmoſt activity for his help: but it de- 
 ferves our . that e God laid a 


| reſtraint. 


- 


e SERMON * 
5 os i che agency of ah ooh etnies, 
* © - yet he laid no reſtraint upon his own, but : 
reſerved to himſelf the full exerciſe of his 

eſſential - and unalienable prerogative, to 
be the free and 1 e of His 
; 0 grace. l | 
au di 8 he is e SOON 5 
un ft verſe of this chapter, where he iſſues 
win his royal command, and clothes it 
woith power: O Iſrael, return unto the 
»Lord thy God, for thou haſt fallen by 
TS e chine iniquity.” In order to encourage 

. their hope of acceptance, he teacheth them 
min the following verſes how to pray, and 
even dictates the very . of ſurrender 
; they were to make: Take with you 
FF © words; and turn ro oe Lord, ſay unto. 
HE 4 him, Take away all iniquity, and re- 
5 e ceο us graciouſly : ſo will we render | 
the calves of our lips. - Aſhur ſhall not 
cc ſave us, we will not ride upon horſes, 0 
neither will we ſay any more to the 
1 * « works of our hands, Ye are our Gods: 5 
e for in thee the fatherleſs findeth mercy.” 

8 After which, tO remove that diſtruſt and 

a e which- neceſſarily” ſpring from a 

5 a See 


5 confriouſnels ur al, he goes on n to Verde 
his ſovereign purpoſe, expreſſed in the moſt 
comprehenſive and abſolute terms, of diſ- 


penſing to them, and conferring upon them, 


his pardoning mercy and ſanctifying grace: 


I wil heal: their backſliding, 1 will love 


them freely: for mine anger is turned 

1 away from him. I will be as the dew 

. unto Ifrael, c. In conſequence where- - 
of, he foretels, in the words of my text, 
that Ephraim, who till then had been 
| Joined to idols, ſhould find himſelf diſpoſed 
and enabled to ſay, not with his lips only, 
but from an effectual principle of new life 
in his heart, What Es! 7 to a with Wa row; 
any more? © 5 
From this view f my text, as it ic Müde : 
contieched with other paſſages in this book 
that relate to Ephraim, and more eſpecial- 
ly with the verſes immediately preceding, 
four obſervations obviouſly” ariſe, which 1 
1 to: ilhuſtrate in ichs AY as: 
f 1 = 
„That a . in his natural a tat, 18 
bed wia e eee 
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G's his a ſep ration is effected by ths 
iſco ey ee application of eee mer. 


Et. - 8 That every one. who. 17 er of =. 
/ te: important benefits, will, and man = 
- acdlopt the words of Ephraim in their moſt 
be. 35 - extenſive. meaning, and ſay, as he FN What 
ee 1 to de ethos, with, mw 5 HT , 
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I. Mr frſt Cobſarvadon: "RY That a dane, bo 
. 15 im his natural ſtate, is joined to idols. 
: = : - Herein conſiſteth the effence of man „ 
ne Something chat is not God is © 
the object of his ſupreme love, and po 
5 _ ſeſſeth that place in his heart which is due | = 
E only to the living and true God; and t 
thing, by vrhat name ſdever it may be 
ere Is”: properly an idal. Now. 
this World, and the things of the world, 
its " riches, and -pleiſures, - and | honours, 
which the Apoſtle John, by a ſtrong ans 
_- *Ggnificant figure, calls - the luſt of che | 
4 eye, the luſt of the fleſh, and the pride 
3 * 15 Wes _ theſe are the . rivals of 
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7 God. heck, ever Anse the fatal 3 bo 
| have uſurped the throne in the human heart. 
. unwilling. to mention the profane 75 
| rites by which ſome of theſe idols are wor- 
ſhipped by many: oy they are too ſhocking” to 
be natd, and at the ſame time ſo noto- 


TFlous as tb. render a detail of them ſuperflu- 


Rn poſe to affirm, what daily"*6bſervation put 


ous; It is by no means neceſſary for pro- 
ving che charge of idolatry, that I, ſhould 
lead your imagination through the varices; 
(thies of injuſtice, oppreſſion, and cruelty ; 3 
- of into the foul haunts of lewdneſs- and rio- 
tous exceſs. Many of theſe vices may be 
deemed uinatural to man even in his fallen 
8 ſtate: and though the carnal mind may be 
enmity againſt God, yet I am verily per- 
ſiuaded, that the carnal mind itſelf doth of- 
e ſuffer a eonſiderable degree 'of violence, 5 
before it can be fully reconciled to the prac- 
tice of them; It is ſufficient for my pur- 


beyond all doubt, viz. that this prefent 4 
World, in one ſhape or other, is loved and 
5 ery ved in preference to God, by every man, 5 
without exception, who hath no other prin- 5 
ciple of life than what he derived from the 
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arg . Here he finds che ſupply of 
9 5 by bodily wants, and all that kind of pro- 
- viſion chat ſuits his animal nature, and gra- 
nz, flies choſe appetites which he hath in com- 
wen with the inferior creatures. And tho 
be is often, or rather always, diſappointed 
2 his expectation; yet being unacquainted 
S |. with any better ſuſtenance than this earth. 
_ affords, he, only makes new experiments, 
perſiſts in ſeeking his portion here below, 
aand will continue to do ſo, till, by ſome 
means or other, he get a mind to diſcern 
thoſe ſpiritual objekts, and an appetite. to 
8 reliſh thoſe. ſpiritual enjoyments, which are 
the proper food of the ſoul, the only aliment 
whereby its real life and well-being can be 
5 ſupported. ges it ad, are, in jy 
Tony: meaſure, 5 ; 


1 47 3 TY 


—_ 1. (INE to > ſeparate. a der 4 0 igols, | 
= muſt be the peculiar work of God himſelf; 
| h whinh was the een A POO 5 

| "Then nat we 0 a8 1 jult now: EY may 

—_ N change the object of his devotion; and ha- 
ning experienced the vanity of any particu- 
ur idol, he may ſay concerning it, What have 


pg 8B n N 0 N: 2x7 7 2 
55 1 do. any more with thee Rin h a change. 


as this is abundantly common, it is eaſy, 
nay it is neceſſary: it requires no exertion 
of ſtrength; weakneſs itſelf is ſufficient to 
produce it, being no other than the natural, 
the unavoidable conſequence of ſatiety and 
diſguſt. But amidſt ten thouſand changes 
of this kind, the man is only turning from 
one idol to another; and though he may 
paſs from groſſer ones to others more re- 
fined; from mere bodily indulgence, to 
the amuſements of ſcience; or perhaps from 
the gratification of ſelfiſh and turbulent 
paſſions, to the cultivation and practice of 
ſome public and ſocial virtues; yet ſtill he 
| ſtops ſhort of God: all the objects of his 
purſuit belong to the preſent ſtate of thing 
and he aſpires to no higher felicity than 
may be gathered from the materials of this 
earth which he inhabits. 62855 
Accordingly, the converſion 5 a 3 
% the turning him from idols to the true 
God, is every where throughout the Scrip- ; 
| tures repreſented-as the effect of omnipotent 
creating power. It is called a new creation; 
a being born again, a en @: halſing 
N „ - Z from: 


382 R M 0 5 7 hs 5 
each to e. Nor are "theſe captions 0D 


TS n . ap! rical, but ſtrictly juſt; chey are the 


words not of truth only, but of ſoberneſse. 
The apoſtate creature is really dead, in te 
trueſt and moſt important ſenſe of that 
word. For n 18 e death, as it is 
commonly ſtyled? The ſoul, when. ſepa- 

rated from the body, doth not ceaſe. to exiſt; 
* li though the body itſelf moulders inco, | _ 
| duſt, yet no particle of that duſt is annihi- | 


lated or loſt. The principal effect of that 


e ee event, is to put an end to the 
_ creature's. connection with a preſent world: 
the man ceaſes to be any more an inhabi- 
tant of this earth; and when we ſay he is 
dead, i is all WY We pee mean to 


"Now: 6n. hath! 8 our 833 

with the ſpiritual world, as really as the =: 
ae a of the ſoul from the body will | 
break our connection with this material 
world: and therefore, without any meta- 
Phor, lin is the death of the ſoul or ſpirit 
of the man, whereby it is cut off from the 
eee of life, and utterly diſabled to re- 

e n or pleaſures Which 

| IS alone 
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b 4 fpiricaal. being woos. © 

Ad che flake” i da ene d U „ 

1 _ ſame. power that gave it exiſtence at firſt 7 
dall create it anew, and reſtore thoſe facul- 
ties which fin had deſtroyed, of acting and e 


IE; according 't o ice true and proper 1 
The uſe of this obſervation i is l „ 
. That thoſe who are turn 1 from idols 7 
may, with humble gratitude, give. God W 
fecting the change his grace hath begun; i 
e That 1 75 ho are re e 
| e aud without any a: 26 direaly „„ 


to the Fountain of life, even the Father  -. * 3 

MH fpirits, who is in Chriſt Jeſus reconciling wy 
world unto himſelf, and cry as they can, 

for new life, from him who quickeneth tze 

dead, and calleth thoſe things that be not, — 

as though they Wr.. | 

But how doth God quick the: dead in „ 

| trſpuſſs and. On and ſeparate: the finner EO 
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2 propitiation 


—elpecially 
ee e if 
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itful field ber. 


ef the . | | 
Os he Spirit then 'W-- 
_ over r the world is completed, | = 
will be enabled to fay without any reſerv " 
What ve Tto 4 any more with idols : © 5 5 
# laſt obſervation was, 
tl at theſe words of Ep aim, n their moſt 
"extenſive meaning, will, an. + mul | be adopt- = 


* 


"EY 


means s by — 55 the ac is 5 ron 
aal but they are means which can ne. 
ver fail to produce the effect. This Et 
change is not only their natural, but their 


0 1 conſequence: and therefore, if 


we be not turned from idols, however juſt 
os orthodox our ſpeculative | opinions con- 
_ cerning theſe. Points may be, it is certain, 
that we have not yet taſted chat the Lord is 


18 
* 
— 


gracious: for thus it is written, Cal. TM 
- that Chriſt « Save himſelf for our fins,” 

according to 0 will of God,“ that * 
Ko RE: deliver us from this preſent evil 


„ world; and it 1s mentioned as the, . i 


. character and real. attainment 
of all his redeemed ones, Gal. v. 24. They”. 
et that are Chriſt s, have crucified the fle h 


- 


© with. the affections and luſts,”  _ 5 


By this time vou will have” een 
your concern in the ſubject, and the uſe vou 
ought to make Of ate. x have ſhowed, . 
man, in his natural ſtate, 3 is Joined to idols; 
hy it is God alone who can ſeparate him 
from them; and that he doth it by means 5 
of his N * and e 7 
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YE 


1 IF 


| gies Siler ir 4s me faith el 8 Redeker 

* any of the children of Adam Lobe OY 
Ve (Herd then you! are e Farnithed with | 
PF plai in deciliye teſt, whereby" you: ma 

be of your Chriſtian profeſſion, and er. 
mine yourſelves whether ybu be in che 
Kick. If idels reign with full power er in 
your hearts, the concluſion is unavoi 


| able, 
chat as yet you have neither part nor lot in 


che Saviour; 3 you are utter ſtrangers b6th - 


90 Pardening mercy and ſanctifying grace. 
85 the other hand, though their dominion 
be taken from them, ſo that "they cannot be 
aid to reign. within you, yet in whatever de- 
| Lies) their influence remains, you may cer- 
rainy corthude, that fo far your faith mult . 
be weak in proportion. Only this is your 
© comfort, that he who hath begun. the good 


work, will catry it forward to perfection; 1 


for “ he is the rock, his. work is perfect, and 
« all his ways are judgement. Te who is. 
700 hep is Bkewile e, finiſher of his 


„ 


as che Gi pls cha, « Lord, eden our 
1 1 555 faith.” 8 
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« fajrh;” 469 And you, may: dot in — 
red hope of being heard; for he hath pro- 
ec the Spirit to them that -aſk. it — . 


3 


us then alk and receive, that, our joy may. 
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Fug all tha, hath been ſaid, we K 7 
De wk to account for that idolatry; 3 
Which is ſo prevalent in the world. While 
man 3 innocent, he had free acceſt 
roche, Author of his exiſtence; and being 

aſſured of his friendſhip, he rejoiced. in che. 

diſplays of his glory; and all the creatures 
he, beheld,. inſtead of | intercepting or di- 
viding his love, ſerved only to, remind him, 
bow. much he himſelf was indebted to the. 
ounty of their Creator. But ſin intro- 
duced a diſmal revolution into the heart of 
man. Alienated from God, and conſcious 
of eee puniſhment, we either think not 
of him at all, or dread him in the tremen- 
0 character of a judge and avenger. At. 
che ſame time, e muſt have ſomething. to 
gratify our inhred deſire of happineſs; and 
finding among the creatures around us, not 
. 1 nexeſſary materials for ſu pplying 
„„ R . our 


ay iS x; 48 — * 7 4 
* 
. » 1 


aur n wants, "ik likewiſe. FY e r 
| © jets and enjoyments ſuited to the in- 
ferior part of our nature, our hearts cleave 
to them, we purſue them with eagerneſs, 
„ hope to extract that pleaſure from the 
1 poſſeſſion of them which we deſpair of find- 
© - a on where clſe.——Henee Ukewriſe v we 
. learn, Toa . 
| "24h, That dg can oct for 855 cure 
of. this idolatry, which doth not relieve 
from the guilt of fin, and vanquiſh the tor- 
"bo menting fear of wrath, by repreſenting God 
in a light wherein we can behold him with 
- -_ pleaſure; nay, which doth not bring an 
Object in view that outſhines a preſent 
world, and will afford that kind of happi- 
neſs which is adapted to the nature, and 
commenſurate to the duration, of an im- 
mortal ſpirit. Reaſon is, in all reſpects, 
unequal to the taſk. It no doubt can dif- 
5 cover, and may deſcant very plauſibly 5 55 
Ee vanity of the creature: but, alas! a | i 
Ca hungry man will feed upon huſks NG 
than ſtarve; nay, reaſon itſelf will juſtify ; 
bim in doing fo. Something muſt be pre- 
Ly ne to him of real Worth and excellence; 
: ſomething: | 


* 


1 re 


Us 


dependent of the objects and enjoyments of 


ſenſe. It muſt likewiſe be ſomething at- | 
tainable; and which, e once ray 


cannot be taken from ü 1 0 
Upon the whole, then, we ſee, in hes 5 


e the importance and uſe of faith in 
Chriſt The ſacrifice he offered lays a 
„ firm foundation for the hope of pardon to 
the chief of finners. There we ſee ſin con- by 
demned in the fleſh, the law infinitely glo- 
rified, and the juſtice of the lawgiver, not 
only receiving full ſatisfaction, but more illu- 
ſtriouſly diſplayed, and more highly exalted, 
by the ſufferings of his own Son in our na- 
ture, than it could have been by the final con- 


demnation and everlaſting puniſhment of the 


whole apoſtate poſterity of Adam. This hath _ 
an obvious and powerful tendency to remove 


_ thoſe fears which neceſſarily ſpring from a 
ſenſe of guilt: for when we diſcover a way 
in which God may righteouſly pardon the 
| finner, then we can look up_to him with 


hope; ; we are no longer compelled to flee : 
« Fol his preſence ; the revelation of merey 
| and : : / 
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8 whale can ſupply all his edits 85 
and render him contented and happy in- 
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and at geneſs invites our e him, 
and hereby, weakens. one of the. ſtrongeſt 
of; thoſe cards that bind us : tO, A:Preſent, 
e Ee ally. when | 19) the intrinſic 
— Worth and value of Chr * s 1s crifice, 1 
= ppg that it was offered up in conſaquence 
TR. a divine appointment: for . Chriſt, 5 
FF 1 "33 pas Oy copy ene mad . | 5 
2 art my eee 3 geg ot en 
| [75 thee!” This ſtrikes at the very root of 
all diſtruſt. and jealouſy. When we are 
w aſſuted, that God ſo loved the world, 
chat he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoſocver believeth on Rim mien, not 
„ periſh, but have everlaſting life; What 
| Rrunger evidence could the moſt ſuſpicious : 
mind require of his merciful nature, and 
nd regards to the children of men? Doth 
not this aſtoniſhing act of grace, this un- 
ee gift, unmerited, and even unſo- 
lcited, amount to a full demonſtration of 
what the Apoſtle John repeatedly aſſerts, 
vi. Go 18 Lovz? Can any one that be- 
lꝛeves this, heſitate for a moment to draw 


. che ſame concluſion from it | that Paul did, 
hes, | Rom. 


8 


32. He chat ſpare 


Nom. Ai. 


« own Son, but delivered him up for us al;, 
- & how” Thall he not with him alſo freely 


« give us all things *. And this leads 


me to obſerve, that Chriſt's giving himſelf 
for our ſins, according to the will of God, 
hath a mighty efficacy to ſeparate us from . 
idols; not only by laying « ſolid founda- - | 


tion for our hope of pardon, and repre- - 
ang the Father in ſuch a light as can- 


not fail to vanquiſh that fear and jealouſy 
which render the thoughts of him painful 
| and alarming to the ſinner; but further, 


Yy giving us the animating proſpect, — 


che fulleſt aſſuranee, of that incorruptible 
inheritance,” 'which our great Redeemer 
hath purchaſed with his blood, and pro- 
| miſed to beſtow upon all without excep- 
tion, who, acknowledging | the original for- 
feiture, and the juſtice of the ſentence which 


condemns them to die, are willing to receive 


new life from his hand, and to hold it by 


his right, as a free gift to them, through | 
the merit of his- ob edience unto death in 


t their place. This world, as 1 formerly 


obſerved, vain and unſatisfying as it is, 
will 
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will Aill appear of ſome i importance to OY : 


ſio long as they are unacquainted with any 


thing better. It is this that renders death 


the king of errors; and they. who cannot 


look with comfort beyond the grave, will 


not only cleave to a preſent world, but will. 
even ſubmit to the moſt grievous hardſhips : 
and inconveniences, rather than conſent to 


the diſſolution of theſe earthly tabernacles: 
Skin for ſkin, all that a man hath will he 5 
give for his life.“ Nothing can reconcile 
AS! to a removal from this world but the 
| diſcovery of another, where we ſhall con- 
tinue to live and to partake of enjoyments 
8 rable to any of thoſe we leave behind 
5 Now, for this diſcovery we are wholly 
indebted to the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt. Life 
and immortality are brought to. light by 
his goſpel. This great object darkens the 

deluſive luſtre of all ſeen: things. What 
hath this earth to offer that can ſtand the 
leaſt compariſon with that fulneſs of joy 
which is at God's right hand? Animated 
by chis proſpect, the believing Hebrews. 
© took joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods, 
2 ine in chemſelves, that in heaven 
N 85 7 


* 
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bs 


. they had a better and more S * 


« ſubſtance.” They did nor regret the loſs 
of thoſe periſhing trifles, for which carnal 50 
men contend with ſuch eager and unremit- 


” ting labour: they looked beyond them to 9 | 


permanent and ſubſtantial bleſſings, and 


1 58 e in the hope, that when the earthly | 


©« houſe of this tabernacle ſhould be dif- 
' & ſolved, they had a building of God, an 
„ houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens,” —But I muſt here add, that 


all theſe diſcoveries, which have ſo obvious 


a tendency to ſeparate us from idols, derive 
their virtue and efficacy from that divine 
Spirit which Chriſt purchaſed by his ſuffer- 
ings, and obedience unto death; whoſe 
office it is, not only to throw light upon 
the great truths revealed in the goſpel, and 
to open or unvail our eyes, that we may 
ſee them in all their evidence, but likewiſe 
to carry them home into our hearts with 
ſuch demonſtration and power, that they 
ſhall become the type or mould wherem 
that new man is formed, which after God 
is created in righteouſnefs and true holineſs, 
By this divine agent we are born into the 

. | kingdom 
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+ hind 1d family of Gad, and are cone 
ted the HÞiritual world as really as 


: 1 15 0 our natural bir we- were introduced | 
5 een Fees we Rs, ay 


 St/Padl. 


: not in name only, but in nature; and, as 
EL ealons, upon a principle univerſal- 
ly admitted, If ſons, then are we alſo 


875 . heirs, | heirs of God, and joint heirs with 


f "Ni Chriſt: Jeſus.” This owerful renovation 
pulls down at once every idol from the 


* x throne, and lays them all under the feet of 


the man in Chriſt ;” for every thing tends 


} 5 to the place of its original. They that are 


& after the fleſh do 


mind the things of the 
DN” fleſh; and they that are after the ſpirit, 
* $6, the things of the ſpirit:“ “ They have 
not received the ſpirit of the world, but 
* the Spirit which is of God, whereby they. 
„ know the things that are freely given 
4 them of God.” And theſe they find to 
de a portion ſafficient to fill the moſt en- 
larged capacity of their ſouls. Being riſen 
with their Lord, they “ ſeek the things 
Wh which are above, | where Chriſt ſitteth at 

the right hand of God.” hey are dead 


8 * * * O N. 2 3 


| do whatſoever is-oonfited/to a -prefent . | 
have received, being „ kd wick Cid in 0 
EY” God,; they are enabled to conclude, with 
the / moſt: abſolute certainty, that whenhe 
whole their life ſhall appear, then fall 


they alf6 appear witll him in e 
. eber en nee PACO 


eee "HS 4 * N if] 7 . 1 {LL 4 5 . EY . 
ed 8 0 32 a1 4 48 þ-b 1145, 3:0 E CI; 0 


i483 May 1 NN at Savage the 


light to ſhine ôut of darkneſs; ſhine itits 


| «© x] your hearts; to give you che light of : 


i 185 the knowledge of ; his glory, AI the face 
L of Jeſus Chriſt,” that each of you may be 


diſpoſed and enabled to ſay, What have I to 
dbb any more with idols? And let thoſe who. 
| have experienced the power of divine grace, 


— 


ſhow, by their future conduct, that they 


find enough in their God and Saviour to 
render them completely happy; and that 


the draught they have got of the pure wa- 
ter of life, hath effectually quenched their 


thirſt after the muddy ea 1 en- 


Joyments. 8 12 


Beware, O Chriſtians! PT 8 chil 
that may ſully your profeſſion, or grieve 
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od's par- 
and p grace: tor it 


: faith you ſtand;” and in the ſame 
ils, idols will 
* | : , ho ag po ali Apoſtle Jude, „e 


d, building up yourſelves on your 
„ moſt holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the love of 
poking for the mercy of our 
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For is © heb the Son of 6 God war mani 81 
ed, that he — de defrey 1 the wordt a, the 


devil. 


Mong 4 various motives to Us love 15 


and practice of univerſal holineſs with 
which this ſacred epiſtle abounds, the one 


I have now read to you doth certainly me- 
rit peculiar attention; and muſt to every in- 
genuous mind appear not only moſt per- 


ſuaſive, but likewiſe moſt animating. For 


who that hath. any thirſt for true glory, 5 c 
would not aſpire to the high dignity of be- 
coming a worker-together with the Son 


, Go? Or can any man have reaſon to 


entertain the leaſt doubt of victory and 


triumph, who is engaged in à cauſe which 


the great Lord of heaven and earth bath v un- 


i dertaken to pen W 2o 1 [om rhor gs Þ 
Vor. II. 5 1 1 mt 


— — r 


2D, 


of the Principal means. by which the Son of 
God. hath. hitherto conducted his ſalutary 
undertaking, and ſhall finally agſroy the 


4 0p 
3 
* ; 
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06:1 "BOY therefore, in che POR place,.. 
to offer a few remarks for eſtabliſhing your | 


faith of the important doarine contained in 
| my text. „ e 


142 Secondly, L ſhall give wh e account 


works of the devil. —And then direct you to 


| TM e eee of che ee 


5 Fi TE then, chats you. may ſee the evi 


N N eite by which the doctrine here aſſerted i = - 


"- 


confirmed and illustrated, in the cleareſt N 


and moſt fatisfying light, 1 mall lay before 


vou the ſeveral parts of it, in the ſame me- 


thod and order of time in which the Spirit 


ZOE 5 of | God hath placed ben i in i the facred 129957 


tures: CE OY 
_ Tf” we Took back to the Old- Teſtament 


| writings, we ſhall find this doctrine pub- 
liſhed in "paradife immediately acer e 


a oftaſy of our firſt parents, when Satan's 

ſurped' domination commenced: Then it 
was, that God ſaid unto the ſerpent, . Be- 
vb cauſe thou haſt 5 > this, I will 'put en- 
4 2 8 Fg ( mity 
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0 a With et OR thee ad the woman, and 
4 between thy ſeed and her ſeed: It ſhall 
e bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his 
. heel.” This was an early intimartion | of | 
a Savibur, who ſKould defeat the malice of 
Satan, the grand dat ha aid OL qe 
total ruin of mankind. | 
"Tv prefigure the manner in which he was 
to atchieve this great deliverance, it deſerves x 
6ur notice, that expiatory lacrifices were 
very early appointed. Thus we read, that 
« Abel offered unto the Lord the firſtlings 
& of his flock ;” and when we conſider that 
it was not till after the deluge that the uſe 
of animal food was permitted to man, we 
can hardly doubt, that the © coats of ſkins” 
which God is ſaid to have made for Adam | 
and Eve, muſt have been the ſkins of ani | 
mals offered in ſacrifice by his 
tion and appointment. 


ow direc- 
Theſe were Bui . 


cant emblems, or types, 6f that great atone- 
ment which Chriſt was to make in due 
| time by the facrifice of himſelf; in alluſion 
to which, he! is fiyled, i in the New. Teſtamenit 
8 e 


«the lamb of God, l 
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6 ; the lamb ain from the. foundation of the 


3 world.. | 
. 5 But leſt n 1 e eee of 
te promiſed feed ſhould prove too thick and 


| obſcure a vail, it pleaſed God gradually to 
unfold the purpoſes of his grace, by raiſing 
up prophets at different periods of timę; ; 
Who, though they ſeparately bare witneſs to 
this illuſtrious perſon, yet they perfectly 
agreed in the report they gave of him; re- 
preſenting him as an irreſiſtible conqueror, 


. who- Dons divide the ſpoil with the 


« ftrong,”—as the King whom God had 
4 ſet upon bis holy Hill' of Zion,” —as © the | 

Lord ſtrong in battle,” and mighty to 
4 ſave; wo ſhould « proclaim. liberty to 


N « che captives; and the opening of che priſun 


e to them that were bound; 5 —who. mould 


4 finiſh tranſgreſſion, and make an end of 


4 fins,” or offerings for fin, « and make 
— reconciliation for iniquity, and Peg in 
«everlaſting righteouſneſs.” = þ 
*. Accordingly, when the fulneſs 225 time | 
was come, the Son of God made his entrance 
into the world in the declared character of 


a; Saviour and Reedemer. 4 A heavenly herald 
1 . | TIS, Was 
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was . to announce his appearance, 
and to appoint him a name expreſſive of his 
office; . Ton mk call d aer Yah” 


aid the angel to Joſeph ; © For he ſhall fave | 
his people from their fins.” A ſpecial 


meſſenger was raiſed up to prepare the way 
before him, to bid Satan defiance, and to 


call upon men taste "repent, "becauſe the 


4 kingdom of God was at hand.” This was 
John, who ſoon after had the honour to in- 
troduce Chriſt by baptiſm into the field of 
battle; and to point him out to the men of 
that age as © the Lamb of God which ta- 
Kketh away the fin of the world.” | 
And now let us review his enflal con- 
duct, and trace him through the courſe of 
his public miniſtry, where we ſhall behold . 
- the moſt ſtriking proofs of the Apoſtle's aſ- 
ſertion, that for this purpoſe the Son of GC 
was manifeſted, that he might ds agſtroy the works 
of the devil. No ſooner is he baptiſed, and 
conſecrated to his office by the viſible de- 
ſtcent of the Holy Ghoſt, than he ſuffers him- 
ſelf to be © led by the ſpirit into the wil- 


« derneſs,” and continued there for te 


| 1 85 of forty days * tempted of the devil,” | 
„„ ͤ ð The 


; \ 


* 5 8 E R 1 0 * XI. we 
The, ciroumiſtances Ws. this; patho ud Xu ig 

— 505 iſſue of it, are recorded by three E- 
vangeliſts, and are ſo generally known, that 


I need not ſtay tO repeat them. This Was : 
1 rſt ſignal, defeat of the adverſary; in 


te wilderneſs was the ſerpent's head bro- 


Feen as tempter, which on Galvary: was _ | 
wards bruiſed as lormentor.: ia Fx 85 

„Having thus vanquiſhed the N in 
n fight, our Lord forthwith invites men 


d fight under his banner. He chooſeth 


| twelve apoſtles; whom he appoints to be the 
_ ſtated; attendants upon his, iperſon, .and-the 
principal leaders of the army under him. 
With theſe he joins ſeyenty of a ſubordinate 


rank, to whom he gives orders to attack the 5 
enemy, and to exerciſe the power of his 


word and ſpirit againſt, him. In obedience 
31 his command, and relying une his aid, 
they reſolutely g forth two by two, into 
every city and place whither he himſelf 
was to come; and after a rapid and moſt 
05 ſucceſsful progreſs, like young, ſoldiers fluſn- 
ed with their firſt proſperous adventure, they 
5 We again, with 10% ate Jord, even 
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a e the devils: are Lubjec unto us chrough thy 


3 


% name.” _ too 5- 
pon chis the } 13 u — be- 

gins. The old ſerpent puts forth all his 
ſtrength and cunning, raiſeth, up enemies 
from every quarter, works upon the pride, 
- envy, and prejudices of the Jewiſh rulers 
and teachers, and by their agency carries 
on a moſt furious perſecution againſt him. 
Vet ſtill this great Captain of Salvation 
maintains his ground, and, amidſt all the 
oppoſition that is made to him, lays the 
foundation of a kingdom againſt which 
the gates of hell ſhall never be able to pre- 
vail; till at length, by ſeeming to yield, he 
gives the enemy the mortal blow, purſues 
bim into his own dominions; and, by a 
myſterious wiſdom, through death, he 
conquers him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil; 15 And having thus ob- 
tained a complete victory, he riſeth from the 


grave in triumph, aſcendeth up on high, 


leading captivity captive; where, ſeated on 
the right hand of the Father, he ſhall con- 
Hoes in the exerciſe os eee as Me. 


= 8 E R M 0 N 4 
1 | Giator, f his enemies ben a boot 
EET hos vou „ 8 * 5 A 1 py "ui 
LS text doth not lean upon a ſingle teſtimony, 
bdaut is ſupported by many clear and expreſs 
declarations of holy writ, and beautifully il- 
Aluſtrated by dale of our Saviour's con- 
1 duct during the time of his abode on this 
8 carth.—Ler us then a proceed, 
FL 2890 Tai 1. ſecond — 5 To SING more 
1 particularly ſome of the principal means by 
Which the Son of God hath hitherto conducted 
bis ſalutary undertaking, and ſhall ry : 
0 h the works of the devil. 4 
5 , He hath given us the 4150 certain and 
3 eee e eee eee thing that is 
nneceſſary to be known, believed, or done by 
= us, in order to our preſent improvement 
in holineſs, and the a 5 our _ 
pine in @ future ſtate. 
the devil is fiyled ©. abs MY 0 a 
3 world, who blindeth the minds of thoſe 
chat believe not, and by keeping the light 
from them, leads them captive at his plea- 
ee 0 And Chriſt, delivers them. from this 
- thraldom, 


N 
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_ thra "I by opening lr eyes, and 
4 turning them from darkneſs to light; diſ- 
pelling thoſe clouds of ignorance, error, and 
prejudice, whereby Satan maintains wn u- 
e over the hearts of mme 


% No man hath ſeen God at an time; ls | 
55 64 ee ae d Son, 1 is in n boſdm 8 


: him we. are" for the 9 TO . | 
moſt ſatisfying information concerning che 


nature and perfections of God Moſt High; 


the meaſures of his government, his relation 
to us, and the worſhip that is due to him: 
and that neither guilt nor diſtance might 

diſcourage our approach to the throne f 


his holineſs, Chriſt hath opened to us, in 


his own blood, a precious fountain of ſove- 
reign virtue, in which the chief of ſinners 
may waſh, and be made clean; and by re- 
vealing to us the myſterious union of the 
divine and human natures, in his own per- 

ſon as Mediator, he hath, as it were, thrown 
a2 bridge over that boundleſs infinite ocean, 
which ſeparates the creature from the invi- 
ſible Godhead : ſo that through the man 
Chriſt Jelus, who i iö alſo God's beloved Son, 
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— 
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| us a law which is holy, juſt, and 


we x may now addreſs the Facher of our . 1285 
l that dread of a repulſe, and fear of 
offending him, which otherwiſe muſt. have 
_ overwhelmed. our minds. He hath given 


ey ſubverſive of the kingdom of Han, i 
and contrary to all his works; c teaching us, 


3 a that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, 


e ſhould live foberly, and righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world.“ This 
law he hath enforced with the moſt perſua- 
| five arguments. Every motive to obedience 
that: can either encourage our hopes, or 


5 " as our fears, is ſet before us in the 


ſtrongeſt and moſt affecting light. Heaven 


is unfolded to our view, and deſtruction 
' hath no covering: And that no incitement 
may be wanting to invigorate our opp ” . 


tion to the devil and his Works, this 


. Captain of Salvation ſolemnly enliſts us 3 ; 


ie army by baptiſin.; and hath. appointed | 


| the other ſacrament, not merely to repreſent 


his atoning ſacrifice, and to remind us of 


* 


the price with which we were redeemed, 
but likewiſe to afford us an opportunity of 
| 1 Bis title to our as homage 


and 


8 E R M 0 N XL. 1 | 


To molt Joyal ſubjection and 2 a means 
of imparting to our ſouls thoſe- ſupplies: of | 
grace, which will enable us to quit our- 


ſelves like men, while we fight under his 


banner againſt the powers of darkneſs, till 
the God of peace ſhall in due time bruiſe 
Satan underneath our feet. Thus doth 
the Son of God agſtroy the works, of the devil, - 
by the . doctrines, and laws, and ordinan- 
ces he hath taught us. To which Lady; - | 
. 2dly, The 1 0 and ene, — af 1 
his: life. PERS Went ld ries 8 
It was dae nds es f ha Jewiſh 
e we that they bound heavy burdens, 
8 and laid them upon other mens ſhoulders, 
6 but they themſelves would not. touch 
them with one of their fingers. Wbere⸗ 


as the example of our Lord Was of equal ; 


perfection with his laws. He ved as he 


5 taught; and the whale of his condu a; 


from his birth to his death, was one conti- 
nued lecture of the pureſt devotion, the 

ſublimeſt morals, and the moſt extenſive _ 
uſefulneſs. | But this opens a field too 
exenſive, to be entered 1 * OF | 


+ 4 
* 
MN 
{ 


ances of. our Lord gave him an op- 
ity, to practiſe, were obviouſly adap- 


"ad to counteract the devil's moſt Favourite 


vices. How odious, how. diſgraceful, do 
buman pride and vain-glory' appe ar, when 
"ib in oppoſition to the lowlineſs of Gao, 
who, © though he was in the form of God, 
and thought it not robbery to be equal 
4 with God, yet made himſelf of no repu- 
<4 tation, and 0 upon him the form of a 
« ' ſervant With what per ſuaſi ve elo- 

ace doth the contempt he poured upon 


© the riches, and honours, and pleaſures of 


chie void, reprove and condemn the covet- 
8, the ambition, and ſenſuality of 
n . condeſcenſion to the mean, and 
his ſympatl y with the miſerable; his meek- 
neſs in receiving and forgiving injuries; 

and his patience in enduring the moſt grie- 
vous ſufferings, do all ſerve to expoſe the 
deformity of thoſe oppoſite diſtempers which 
_ give Satan o much room in the hearts of 
moſt men. After this manner doth the 


perfect example. of the on of God in our 
nature 


" 8 A a = 7 
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nature ee to the Lubverſion of the i ih 
kingdom of darkneſs.” But, 5 

34, It was by his obedience unto death © re 
* our Lord did moſt - eminently defiroy * |} 
- the works of the devil; as we learn from the, -' i 
_ paſſage to which I formerly alluded, Heb. 8 
1. „. « Through death he deſtroyed him To” 4 
« that had the power of death, that is the 
devil,“ Accordingly, in the epiſtle o s 
Coloſſians, the croſs of Chriſt is compared | 
to a triumphal chariot, on which, having 
ſpoiled principalities and powers, he made a | 
' ſhow of them openly. I ſhall therefore diſs | 
ceourſe at greater length upon this bead, I 
and endeavour to illuſtrate the efficacy f 
Chriſt's death, in counteracting and defeat-. 
ing the malice of Satan, 1/f, As it advances 
the glory of God, which he ſought to im- 
pair; and, 2d, As it purchaſeth and ſecures 
the falvation of men, in ſpite of all his a. 
tempts to ruin them. Theſe ſubjects || 
which are no leſs delightful than intereſting, 95 | 
will ſerve to unfold the meaning of that 
| heavenly anthem with which angels cele- 
| brated the birth of our Lord. ws 1 85 
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God in iche higheſt, and on x cart . 
5 rc will towards men.“ e 
rut, chen, let us e the death of 
WY 7 Ch. iriſt as a means, of advancing the glory of 
75 E God, or, to ſpeak with greater propriety, 
_ orf ws ana it more ye to. "His 8 8 | 
; . "3 5 creatures“ of BJ N ; wy 5 
Sen n acl eutphh ar die- 
. tory over the heads of our race. He had 
deen with envy that fountain of beneficence 
owing out towards them, which he k 
was eternally ſhut againſt himſelf; and be- 
held, with vexation and rage, che compla- 5 
cency and delicht of the Creator in his 
new made world. But now that the fatal A 


_ rreſpaſs was committed, he would fondly 


* 


Peace, : 


4s S* 
G wan 9 . 


heaven and earth was for ever at an end. 
Man, would he chink, is become no leſs 
e guilty than I am. That tremendous Juſtice, - 
0 the ſeverity of which feel, ſtands as much 
in the way of” this creature's happineſs as of 
0 muſt rear up another world 
1 before he can make any further diſplay of 
5 his poo neſs, for this world is effectually 


fi cr me” nr us ——Thus we 
may 


conclude, that this bleſſed harmony between 
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% may ſuppoſe” s glorying in his 3 1 
5 and his np Nd CI of the divine rs 
But, beheld! by the death 5 chrin; hs f 
ſhameful diſappointment recoiling upon him- 
ſelf. He had before ſeen goodneſs and juſ- 
tice diſplayed alternately, each acting in 
the moſt perfect manner upon their proper 
objects: but now he ſees them miniſtering ; 
to each others glory, and mutually conſpi- >= a6 
ring to take advantage of his malice, that 5 
both might ſhine forth with more dazzling 
ſplendor. He ſees. merey to the guilty (en 
exerciſe of goodneſs which till then njge 
thought icapoſible) rejoicing againſt judge=- . © 
ment, and judgement at the ſame” tine 
| triumphing in a ſatisfaction of infinitex | 
greater worth than the whole world of an- 
gels and men. He ſees love bringing ne 
facrifice to ſatisfy juſtice ; ; and juſtice, ha- 
_ving nothing. more to'demand, giving -place 
to love; nay, becoming bound to ſerve the © 
purpoſes'of love; in the ſalvation of thoſe _ 
whom it formerly ſought to deſtroy, This 
is that myſterious object which angels con- 
eee * dere fig wonder, and which 
I : EE 3 TT. 
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devils. muſt lock at with 8 
ſion. The Son of God ſuffers, that the ſin- 
ner may eſcape; and thus mercy and truth, 
2 _ rights gouſneſs and peace, which are never to 
meet upon thoſe apoſtate ſpirits, meet and 
embrace upon the crofs of Chriſt; and God 
appears infinitely juſt, as well as infinitely 
Sracious, When ue; Suſe thoſe who be. | 
| here: in Jeſus. | 
In ſhort, all be: 4 of "gs to 8 
pair or darken the glory of God, ſerve only 
wo furniſh out a theatre for the more illu- 
ſtrious diſplay of it. He pulls down his 
"Kingdom with his own hands, and builds 


up that which he meant to overturn. l 5 1 


impoſſible to know with certainty what 

views he had of the Meſſiah; but it is plain, 
that he thought his death would bring 
great advantage to himſelf. He very pro- 
dably hoped, that by this horrid deed, God 


. would be provoked finally to abandon the. 
human kind. The Jews were the only ſo- 


ciety of true worſhippers upon earth, the ö 
people whom God had choſen for his pe- 
culiar inheritance; and if their charter 


d be ee. 158 cheir * rejec- 
. | 5 tion, 


: ; ; , . , 
i T5 0 io . 
* 4 : : 5 


n lis o nnare ; a | 
Seas. kingdomj.ſaps:ithe. foundation. 
. eee 24g — the. erl. 


—— ———— agoer i 


te Jem. 
world, am. broken dowm and 
„Which forme 3 
Bom. dilatgs. i tie 
world, men af 4 


E e ii % 14% f B 


. 


; lar off,” 0 ing aliens from the com- 
„ monwealth 


wise 3 wer 


-Jeſus,: ye who! ſometimes, were 


X 


A 


a De /who "hath. mad 1 ak can 
a che -iddle- wall of 


b Fo « youre: no more lan- 5 
. but fellow. citixens 
| faint, and f the honſehold of 
«. God,” Chriſt, after his reſurrection, ſent 
4 the goſpel to every | 
and, they 
Uke lightning, invaded the king- 


dom of darkneſs on al Fe, nd _ 
we look dy faith for ſtill more anten, ner 
dominion of Satan hall be utterly 
© 6, — and all th * natictty' of the . 
dall be brooght co che knowledge of che 


only true God, and 4 Jeſus Chri yore 

be hath ſent, whom to know is life eternal. 

| e death of Chriſt' aH | the 

1 4 devil, inaſmuch as it diſplays 

che glory of all the divine 3 tio! rod 

: 7 Ht 9h age e . ls 0 cho 5 
iet 1 26% 
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N Nin my e and tb diminiſh the other- 


to purchaſe and ſecure the falvation of men, 
in ſpite of all Satan's attempts to ruin them. 


. partly appears from what hath been 15 


already ſuggeſted. His blood is the price 
oy redeems the ſbul; it expiates the 


Bult of fin, ard gives full ſatisfaktiun to 
| divine juſtice: ſo that now the grand ob- 


ſtacle is removed, which obſtructed. the 
finner's' acceſs tb God, a him 
from any ſhare in „che Fruits of kid bene 


kHeence. But chis is not all: The death of 


Chriſt doth like wiſe afford the moſt- per- 
| | ſuakivejand- effectual motives to that +5 


nge, „ without Which no man ſhall le = 
% God and thus directly agſroys the io | 
of the devil, Here we behold the frightful 
Tell itſelf doth not furniſſn 
ſuch an awful ee eithep of its 
intrinſit malignity, or its heinous demerit. 
ef en muſt that ſtain have, 


aſpect of fin- 


Ne 
* * 


1 which * — 1 


20 „„ How | 


neans which! Satan W 


2, The death of Chriſt is no leſs effechual 


ching — iy — che l of 
- m-wh een ee en va vin doth 
a" Wise e Fives" eee made e eben er 
- | | * | TD t op 01 
Jod rrent F of that 
= Lit "rd and hib reſolition"ts puniſh 
7 it; with a" louder ant more alarming voice 
than even tlie hoerwvlings of the damned 
tbemſelves can do. And then what an 
ceſſectual remedy have we here againſt de” | 
ſpain? This is another engine which the 
HE enemy of our ſouls feldonv fails to empley. 
When he cannot hold ue bound wi Wins 
cords of preſumption, Fun 
to plunge us into the gulph of deſpa # 
will be ready to ſay to us, (as oſhud fad 
to the Jews with a very different aim N 
„Fe cannot ſerve the Lor 
4 holy God.“ Four ſins are e Muuläplied, 
and your bad habits ſo ſtrong, chat it 18 4 
Vain thing to think of amending now. 
But the croſs of Chriſt ſuggeſts tothe W 
1 ſuffeient anfſwer to this cobfection. 
True it ei ian he . — Bote 
enk 2k been 


fbr he is a2 
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iy nod r hade "ju loold 


nac cleanſer from all Hu Ry cerrupt 
aſlions are :1ndeed ſtrong; but then my 


ed mer is mighty to ſave.” He would 


15 not purchaſe an inheritance for me "which 


I could not be rendered capable of poſſeſ- 
fing. He who died to: prepare a heaven for 
his pecple, is certainly able to prepare his 
people for heaven. He knows my weak- 
neſs; and yet calls upon me to follow him; 

and therefore I cannot, I dare not, deſpair 
of his, help. I will go forward in his name, 


and he will make his grace ſufficient for me. 


Thus doth the death of Chriſt deſtroy the 


works of che devil) inaſmuch as it fur- 


niſherh his people with the ſtrongeſt argu- 


ments againſt :fin,” and the moſt perſuaſive 
motives to faith and holy obedience ; and 
hath moreover merited for them that ſu- 


4 pernatural aſſiſtance, by which they are 


encouraged to attempt,” nay, tas the Apoſtle 


Faul aſſures us from his on experience), 
| ee they are actually enabled to ao 
. Wbich e JE: to men- 


- "JU N 5 c . . 2 3 
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dle Sen of. God deftroys the works Nas devil; 
namely, the divine efficacy of the Holy 
Spirit, regenerating the ſouls of men, filling | 


them with light, and love, and frength ; 

- caſting + down thoſe. proud in n T 
9 which, exalr che | 

bringing erery une into e to 


mſelves againſt God, and 


the obedience of Chriſt. The Holy Spirit 


1 Ohriſt's vicegerent upon earth, ſent nk | 


* 


* 


by him to ſupply his place, and to erect his 
throne in the hearts of f men, upon the ruins 
of Satan's ingdom. This he doth, hy 
opening their atidurtandings:00- underſta 
the Scriptures, | and leading them e e 
| knowledge of all neceſſary rruths by con- 
vineing them of their iin and üſery, en- 
lightening their minds in the knomledge a 
Chriſt, and renewing their wills, whereby 
he not only. perſuades, but effecually en- 
ables them xo embrace Chriſt as he is offer 
ed by ſhedding abroad the love: of G 
in their hearts; furniſhing hem with 
rength to reſiſt temptations, to overcome 
che world, to mortify the deeds of che body, 
and to crucify the fleſh with the affections 
bu late hebe a are ſome of e effects 
„ 8  whch 


w . o 9 —_— — 7 3 6; 


Satan For jg more vex and ſeduce them; | 
but he, with all the workers of iniquity, 
_thall be thruſt. down into thoſe everlaſting 


„ ue fe» , 3+ F r 
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of Chrid. | 'By.cheſe che; roy Ng 
is. dri ven out of, his palac 5 
his r — Thus 


the ſoul is reſcued from the bondage of Sa- 


tan; and the ſinner is made aue by.a, 
day of power to yield him 


and to walk in newneſs of life, i 383 * bs e b 


* 2 KH g 


 Sthly, The, Sen of Cod will finally  deftroy. 
| the works, of the dewyl, when he ſhall come 
the {gan tinge. to. judge tha,worldrin Fights | 


ae hs * be confumed in a 
ty and happi neſs, 


like a 


3, which the wrath. of G 


Fg Andy of brimſtone, doth kindle. and en- 


flame; the ſmoke ue, aura for 


6 ove and over. 4 ola 


my tent eee notice of ſome of the 


by which, che Son of God, 
T.4 : © - 


386 "vs. 1 1 "Wyſtrared, ah doctrine "of | 


neſs, be plucked up, by the roots chen f. „ 


- 
*% * 


n ed 


4 hi im might be 


chithe ft ciidudted thi — 
8 anf RAM bah "eflroy the "wirhs' of 
3 eee: th w,. in't e # of all at 
wh been faid, let SH en kleb ns it, 
ebe dee Trait aa gay: ohr ktert 
K ; Who "me into He” world upon 
if an errand. *Ofthe” height and 
 Qepth; the breadrh and the length, f tie 
41D ve of Chriſt !”” It might juſtly have' been 
Kea, that if the Son ef Ged was to viſſt 
My eaken, Tt "would babe been för a very 
even to diſplay che glory o 
J Juftice, by exec ating e 
on thofe ungrateful creatures whô ad r 
u 8 rebalibs agalüſt rhe God th. 
chem. But behöld, and wonder! he came 
to Labe, anck nöt to deſtroy: % For God ſeat 
Se is Son into che World to condemn 
28H, of "hi wi 


t the world" thre 12. 
Nay, he came to | 
deſtroy thoſe” enemies who had vanquiff ved 
us, and to reſcue us out of their hands. 

Lord, what is man, that thou art mindful 


be Hf!“ My brethren, however <oldly 


we may think r talk of theſe matters, an- 


gels, whom they Tels concern, ; contemplate 


15 2 


them 


1 


oa” a * 0 od. 


cher e eee 5 
eee 3/burt cheyoraiſe = 
higher note to celebraterthe redemptiorof 
wenkind; 4 Anke ſHallemeni be ſilent whale: 
ngels bias? O let us contends with-ithofe 
leſſed Fpirits inthe" pfaiſes of our owrr Ren 
deemer He is:their? Lord; but he is our 
Saviour? Het our ſouls] and all thatiis ma 

in us, be ſtirred up to bleſs0 him gt and let 
us Wa at this diſtanee begin chrigndrefuk 
riomphant ſong, Unto: him that: loved 
Wha banda us from our ſins in his 
% own blood, and hath made us kings and 
prieſts unte G d and his Father; to hm 
abe glory” and” non Tos ge e 1 


* wy 
* 4 
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ever.“ ones gs ncousbodr 50 
ally, This Aoctrine PENS As wi 
onfolation to! every ſincere Chriſtian.” He | 
is engaged in © cauſe. that muſt prevail; he 
follows a Leader whom no might can ich 
ſland; he contends with a Sand and 
vanquiſhed foe,” who hath already received 
the mortal weund, and ere long ſhall b. eaſt 
down and trampled under his feet. \nd- 
will not thiscinfpire you with ung and 
2 Lou ficht ind U General whom 
Satan 


© 7B 


and healir eee pre- 
pares Ply you theſe crowns af glory that 
mall never fade away: and then cry out 
= the Apoſtle in holy triumph, If God 

#:be gor us, ha ſhall be ana us . "HE 
* God ? hall ellen; or diſtreſs, or — 

-qutian, or famine, or nakednefs, or peri 

bor word? Nay, in all thoſe. things we are 
mcs chan cenquerors through him that 
loved us. -e bold, O Chriſtia N 
dauſe af righteouſnaſi. Let the wicked bluſh 3 
they bave reaſan to do ſo; their work is baſe, 
— deadly: bu rain cha iſci- 
ples of Jeſus have no cauſe to be aſhamed 
' whether they conſider the nature af ſer. 
vice, oriths reward that attends ic And what 
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” ———_— ours ?: T heir conſe, in ovonly bea 
in irſelf! but deſperate” too, as to any pro- 
| ſpect of ſucceſs : : whereas. the intereſt. for 
which ve contend, is ſo juſt and hononrable, 
chat the very attempting to ſuppott it as glo· 
rung and unleſs we were to ſuppoſe; that 
| Omnipotence may become - weak, and cha 
Creator be overmatched by the Workman⸗ 
ſhip ot his own hands, we are ſure of vio 
tory. What t then | ſhould: we fear Be 
ſtrong, O believers! and of good courage: 
you tight the battles of the Lord of huſtas 
and greater is he that is with yon; than all 
chat can be againſt you. Say not rhat o 
are the ſons. of the Moſt High, and born 
from above, unleſi you. can prove yỹf dee 
ſcent, by daring to be holy in ſpite of de» 
vils and men. The battle may be hot, bun 
it cannot laſt long. Death will ſoon came, 
and tell you, that your warfare is accom- 
liſhed, and angels, who. now. miniſter to 
you wich joy, will. carry vou home in tri⸗ 


5 umph to your Father's houſe; and the Res 
| e * whoſe- blogd- e you 


Heals, 13 3 witl 
os: Fein is one, even as Bei alio een 
N down: wich the Father in his 
: inne, Setz egot12 975 56.0. 10. 00 . 
eee e the; goſpe-hn th 
tags); Zion's-King eee fea | 
 olſetverhiumasrlong) as] ſun and moqn en 
* Ahe church he hath purchaſed wich 5 
his: blood is built upon a rock, againſt 
_ wihich/ths gates af hell ſhall never prevail. 
The heatlien may ge, and the people i- 
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was anferidea, not to Abels ping 1 or : 
| GenlkcF: but to ſaints in Chriſt geſul to men 


: Who had been converted to the Chriſtian 8 


faith, as we learn from the foregoing part 


of the chapter. And it 18 m rial to ob- 


ſerve, that as Chriſtianity had been eated, 5 


with peculiar indignity at Philippi, where 


Paul and his companion Silas were, by or- 


der of the magiſtrates, publicly ſcourged : 


ſpel, in fuck 4 place, was jd | 
| Ince the nf Ero turable eohfitaion? | 

for nbthi 18 left chan 4 deep convictibn- f 
1 truth and eicellefices ; could Be ſuppbfss 
to have induced any inhabitant f «Har city; 
to \profels a reli gion that inevitiblyiexpoſed - 
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ful füfferi ngs, Which a gener us and feeling 
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couragetnehs 3 and therefore, ab there can 


be no robm to call in queſtion either your 
belief of its doctrines; or your regard to its 


laws, 1 may, without preſumption, hope to - 
vbtain your conſent, when 1 only exhort you | 
4 ner. à conſiſtent - and uniform part, by 


| _ Tuicing your” converſation” to the religion 
ner 4 tas and punch the nee wh. 
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I x 10 true, and it - nghhe" to be! en 
acknowledged, that our preſent ſituation 
in theſe lands is very different from that of 
the ancient Philippians. ' Chriſtianity, as re- 
formed from the corruptions of Popery, is 
the eſtabliſſied religion of our country: o 
that if a man believe the goſpel of Chriſt, 
he may; with the moſt perfect ſafety to his 
perſon and property; make as public a con- 
feſſion of his faith as he inclines. But it is 
= equally true; that no man is compelled by 


| the terrors of perſecution to profeſs Chriſti- 


anity, if he do not believe it; nay the pro- 
Uh 2 of n itſelf, if it break not 
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forth into Hlaſphemy, aggravated by mY 
tion, doth not always prove an unſarmount- 
abie bar in the way to any office, civil or 


military, which the .. perſon is otherwiſe 


qualified. to fill, or bath intereſt to obtain: 5 
and therefore, though the mere profeſſion of 
Chriſtia 
poral inconveniences, yet as the want of 
fuch profeſſion: doth not exclude a man from | 
: any temporal advantages, and as nei 
0 profeſhon. nor practice. of .. Chriſtianity 
can be ſaid, in the ordinary courſe of things, 


| ” t help any man forward, i in the line! of 


_ worldly promotion; hence it followe, that 
every baptiſed perſon, who. hath not op aly 
renounced © the Lord that bought him, 
but ſeill retains the name of Guriflion, and 
2 ould complain of abuſe: and injury if his 
: title to that appellation, mere either denied 
or called in queſtion, muſt be conſidered as 
acting from the freeſt choice i in the profeſſior 
he makes; and can have: no: reaſon | to be 
ſtartled, tar leſs to be offended, when We 
addreſs him 1 in the words of this holy Apoſtle, 
Les your: rn: be. as: it becometh the goſ- 
15 od hoald I: be. Kharwride: with 
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ay, of us; the conſequences are obvious 3, | 
and upon every ſuppoſition we can make, 
muſt prove equally fac; to our prac ale C6 


our honour. 3 


e believe not hy goſpel bil do we 
profeſs it To lie in any caſe is ſhameful, 


10 great ſdever che temptation may be: 


but to lie deliberately without any tempta- 


tion at all, which; as I Juſt now. ohſerved, 


is the preſent caſe; nay, to perſiſt in that 
lie from day to day, When telling the truth. 
could not hurt nor endanger any ſecular 


intereſt whatſoever, is a baſeneſs the moſt 


| ſuperfluous, and conſequently the moſt 
ontamiptible, As. can ue be pgs. | 


gined. 


On the other b if we cruly believe 
what we profeſs, what an odious as well as 
diſgraceful appearance muſt we make, when 
dur converſation is ſuch as doth not become 
the goſpel of Chriſt? By * holding the truth 
in unrighteouſneſs, and counteracting 
the dictates of religion, and the conviction 
of our own minds, we expoſe ourſelves to 
the laſhes of that ſelf-reproack which will 
mo NN to occupy every lucid interval be- 
| us 2 , 0. 
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_ fon” ind appetite; while -at the ſame _ | 
_ by continuing to profeſs that 7 
counteract, we every day publi- & our fl me 
f and miſery to the werld around us; and 
virtually confeſs, that we are guilty and 
| ſelf. condemned before all who have an og 
8 portunity of obſerving our conduct. 
_-» © Jo that the ſubject of my text is one of 
the moſt important that can employ our 
attention, as or practical regard to this 
demand of the Apoſtle is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to preferve the peace and purity of 
' our own hearts, and to ſupport that cha- 
racter which the moſt profligate re rerence, 
and which all who can diſcern real beauty 
and excellence will covet to poſſeſs; I mean, 5 1 
1 the venerable character of an npright n n. 
Having thus prepared the way, by Thow- 
ing, that the ſame charge which wits pri- 
marily addreſſed to the Philippians, may, 
With ſtrict juſtice and propriety, be extended 
do us, let us now proceed to examine, with 
attention and candour, the ſtandard to 
Which our conformity is enjoined or, in 
her — let us 8 into that goſpel of 
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un che goſpel of Chriſt, the, two following 
may be ſelected as the moſt eee 
| 2 comprehenſive, namely, . 
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eaſe and/ certainty, what, manner of conver- 


ren it is that _ be Kid to en the 0 
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rel, or the truths we are taught to believe. To 


And without deſcending to the peculiar 
tenets, or modes of expreſſion, by which 
Chriſtians- of any denomination have cho- 


- a} to diſtinguiſh themſelves, 1 ſhall con- 
fine myſelf entirely to thoſe capital points, 
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. word of reconciliation” the ſubſtance 


1 the Apeſtle hath elſew 


ſed in one hort ſentence, to wirr 4 That 


„ God was in Chriſt» reconciling. 4s world 
Eo : - unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſ- 
5 * * a cba dee bee Tappoſes, that 


; _ = . taſy; and iſp perverted 


poſition nor the ability to do any thing chat 
| Een de es 


4 days ſo pitled che human face, „ that 


* he ſent his only 'begorten "Son into the 


© world, not to condemn: the world, but 


nt the world "through him might be 
[Se „bed The nature and dignity of this 
dees Dezerter are mus Weſeribedoby: an 
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Wy enfeeblen, chat he hath neither the diſ- 


ö kal for Bis o] recovery. . 
f It informs us, that . God who. ſpared 
15 not the angels that fined, but hath re- 
© ſerved them in everlaſting chains under 
4 darkneſb to che Judgement of the great 
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0 ff wab not any thing made that was made? 
This „Word, adds he, was: made fleſh, 
: 40 and dwelt” or tabernacled © among men.“ 2 
— He who was in the form of God, and 
thought it not robbery to be equal with. 
" Zod, Wan; bimſelf'of no reputation, took 
1 5 n him che form of 'a ſervant; and was 
5 ag wrde in the likeneſs of men: and being 
„ found in fuſhion as a man, he hum. 
4 ple bümſelf, and became me obedient unto 
VVV e death of the crofs,” This To 
| - uniformly repreſented by all the 
lew-Teſtatnear writers as an atoning fas 
orifice for the i fins of men. Hence Chriſt @ ö 
ie ſtyled ® the Lamb of God which taketh — 
away the ſin of the world” He is laid - 
to * have Women m fins in his own body 
on the tree,” and © to eee 
by the blood ef his crols;” to have been 
4 made fin for us, who kney no ſin, that we 
.- right be made the righteouſtieſs of 'God 
Kin him; and 4 to have fuffered, the Juſt 
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e prapitiation for our ſins ; and rhe author 
af this epiſtle, in another letter addreſſed to 
rhe Chriſtians at Rome, (che principal aim 
Sbercot n explain and e i 


4 W e ee ah by Mas ng of: God, 


e through the redempti ion that 16 ig Chriſt 
-ſet-farth to be a 
itiation through faith 1 in a Blood. to 

eis tor t e remiſſion 
< of ſi n; that he may be tial; and che! ju- 
„ ifier of him that belieyeth in Jeſus. 
The goſpel doth every here rel am 
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is the appointed means whereby we become 


inberelbechiw this-allefaficicars Savieur;c> en 


k this is the command of God, that we be- 


N lieve on the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 


— He that believeth on the 8on, hath 
; everlaſting fe; he that believeth not the 
s Son, ſhall not ſee life, but che Wrath of 
God abidetb on him. Which laſt e- 
5 preſſion plainly ee that the ſinner is 
peas uſly under a ſentence: of condei 
tion; and that by rejecting the offered. 
4 Sa the ſentence, remains in full force, 5 


and his former: guilt becomes ſtill more: ag 


gravated by his ingratitude and obſtinacy— 
whereas: upon our believing in Chriſt Jeſus, 


we forthwith obtain the remiſſion of fins; 


for. © the. blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from all 
* fin,” And © being thus juſtified by faith,” 


H we Fe peace with God through our 
& Lord Jeſus. Chriſt: nay, we are adopted 


into the family of God; for to as many 
riſt, to them gives: he power 
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df grate, Where they ſhall-o ir mercy, 
; and find grace to help them in every time 


of noed, till che divine life, which i ie e 


permanent « Sin ere 1 eee 

for all rhoſe who being horn of God, are 
© hope by his gow een ys 
| Once more, the: e Ae 36d, that 
F dis Jeſus, „ho died for our dns, rot 
3 * again 2 our juſtification Amma 


the New-Teſtament writers as they are tranſ- 
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ade ed by the Pacer lar he egy | 
and ated, and ſuffered upon 7 
„ he aſcended-up on high, ne n e 
e leading captivity captive; 
_— being conſtituted . head, over all 
5 te things for the church,” he now ſits enthro- 
2 at the right hand of God from hence 
he ſhall once more deſcend to this earth, not 
in the form of a ſervant, but clothed with 
Majeſty, and attended by all the holy an- 
gels, to gather together his elect, in hom | 
be ſhall be glorifi 
time, as an awful and righteous Judge, he 
| mall „take vengeance on them that know 
4 not Bod, and obey not his goſpeb; who 
-" Si} + ſhall be puriiſhed with everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion from the preſence of nnn — 
* from the glory of his power. 
„ e who are acquainted Wa the Serip⸗ 
tures muſt be ſenſible; chat in delivering 
_ this ſummary of Chriſtian doctrine, I have 
8 done little more than repeated th words of 


| lated into our own language; and there- 5 
fore I may take it for granted, that thoſe 
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of che ſame important truths which we: HAVE 
found to be contained in the goſpel of 
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for their recovery, they would ang 


inquire into the foundation of ſuch report; 
vered the truth of it, 
that they would welcome the offered mercy 


and when they difec 


with humble gratitude, and throw them- 
| ſelves at the feet of that generous friend 
who had "interpoſed for their relief; reſign- 


ing themſelves, without reſerve; to his diſ- 


poſal and government, in that very manner 


Which ie deſcribed” and enjoined eee 
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all the enjoy ments of a ſhort precarious ute 
would loſe their reliſh, kill they certainly 
knew that there was a poſſibility at leaſt of 
 obtainibg the pardon of their fins, and of 
regaining the friendſhip of their offended hs 
Would it not oceur to us as 


5 of this inward diſtrefs, char vpori 5 
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joy, and chat out of the abundance 
ow forth 
the | praiſes of their deliverer, and utter the 
roice of gretitide and love in ſuch language 
a5 this: „ Bleſs che Lord, O my foul, and 
all chat ig within mie bleſs his holy name; 


«all his. Bennie z. who forgiveth all thine 
_ %/iniquitjes, who hetleth all thy diſeaſes, 
ho bath e thy life from deftruc- 


tion, and crowned thee with loviag-kind- ad- 
nei, and with tender mercies.” = Re- 


* turn Ante thy reſt; O my foul, for the 55 
. 4 Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee.” 
"4 But here likewiſe L muſt aſk, Do y ou not 
ant that this joy of cheirs would be of 2 
nature ſo pure and delicate, as to diſdain. 
5 any alliance with carnal mirth and levity ? 
| Would * ag not be that kind of Joy which a : 
condemned criminal may be ſuppoſed to 
bell upon del the gracious pardon of 
his ſovereign; Who, while he taſtes all che 
oe er . prince's- - clemency, and 
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>the Lord, O my ſoul; and forget not 


LOW. that periſh, or the increaſe of his corn, and 
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oY me in; the. aſſurance of preſent ſafceh vet 
cannot help ſhuddering when he looks back 
| to the a has. ** ny een, 
Burely all 428 e ee mercy, er} 
perceive. and acknowledge che proptiety or 
that advice, Serye the Lord with fear, and 
: 57 rejoice with trembling.” None indeed 
have ſuch rational grounds of joy z and en 
give an unfair repreſentation of the priv 
leges that. belong o dhe ſons of God, who - 
walk in heavineſs, and wear wear a dejected mes | 
lancholy aſpect. But Kill the cheerfulnaeſa 
of thoſe who eu paſſed from death to life, 
will, and ought to have an air of compaſure 
and ſolemnity, that will eaſily diſtingu 
it from the. looſe intemperate mirth . 
ſenſualiſt. Which ſprings. from no higher 
| fource than the gratification of thoſe apps · 
tites he hath in common with the beaſts 
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wine, and oil. Beſides, the rroſpect of a 


= of the great objects of belief, could not fal 0 


ta overawe their minds, and to keep them 
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. 4 ag fools, but as wiſe;” to fon che dsubt⸗ 
u as well as the forbidden ground, 4 ab- 
„ ſtaining even from the appearance df 
eee While, at the fame time, the ani- 
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alacrity and zeal, what duties ſoever he 
| thould be pleaſed to enjoin. 1 


| than to colledt from che ſacred records the 


beneficence, and any other precepts that re- 
garded them in their ſocial ſtate; as we 
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family, the God of all grace, and che . 
Hur of a loſt'world, would be preſe ted with 
the morning ande vening ſacrifices of humble 
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diſtance and alienation from God Would 
ey regard them with ſupercilious con- 
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apportunities, of awakening them to a ſenſe 

of their guilt and danger, that they might 
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protection. of that good Shepherd; Who laid 
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vious, and withal ſo. moderate, that I can- 
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obedience: - In the beginning was the 
„Word, and the Word was with God; and 
the Word was God: all things were made 

eee „ and ihr him was not any 


thing hb that was made“ 
* efc "his pri 333 in” the moſt abſolute 
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which he gave up ; for „ in him we 
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robbery, murder, and -the like; but laß 
no reſtraint upon heart-hatred, covetouſ- 
neſs; and . They tell us in what in- 


. altice or cruelty become exceſſive 
and 
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5 written in arry body of hum̃ar laws, „ Thou | 
_ *-ſhalt) love thy neighbour as thyſelf} and, 
«Al things v hatſoever ye-woul 1 that Wen 5 
- ſhou unte __ do ye even ſb ute 
them 20 Whereas? laws of the Soſpel 
extend to the heart e to the life, and 
Kur ” all dien _—_— "exception;” ar all 
cher voice den bach previion and "pep 
cuity, t that none can be it a loſs to difeover 
their meaning. They do not bend ts che 
humours of men, nor accommodate theme - 
ſelves to thoſe: flexible maxitis and cuſtems 
which by turns prevaif in this or dhe other 
age and country; fat leſs do they” grow 
ö obſblete, as human ſtatutes do, which by 
long diſuſe loſe cheir force, and become 
boi like their great Maſter, what they 
were "yeſterday they are the ſame ie af] 
and in every ſucceeding” period 


ficacy will continue till time itſelf ſhall be | 
no more, And, therefore, when I repeat 
the words of 'this ſacred book, you are to 
conſider them as ſpoken to yourſelves in 
particular; and no leſs binding upon you = 
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an Chriſt hath purchaſed he rid c 
inheritance; and to all who believe on him; 
eternal life is the free gift of God through 
the merit of his blood ſo charimething! id 
required of themz but what: tends to purify 
and perfect their natures; that; by; a grow- 
ing reſemblance to the Father of their ſpi⸗ 
rits in this ſtate of diſeipline, thy ape | 
; rendered meet for the full and everlaſting. 
. enjoyment. of him when deaths by diſſol- N 7 
_ ving the earthly tabernacle, ſhall-paldown -, 15 
all- that remains of the firſt Adam; and 
bring a final releaſe from eee ee 1 
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is required by the goſpel of Chriſt. Aud f 


we are happily furniſhed with 4 ſhortʒ bub 1 
moſt. comprehenſive, ſummary of them, b) 
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chan chat ſpecies" of moderation which" is 
commonly oppoſed to fürfeiting and drun- 
kenneſs? Or admitting that it excludes OM 
very! kind of excel in gratifying our Bd, 
tites, do you imagine that it leaves 

5 the mind at . eee, i Vide we- ow ay | 8 


baer chem to run wald wichen 6 ny eo | 
roul in perfect conſiſteney with chat 
which che Apoſtle recom 
Will vou call a man rig eon 
cadſe he cannot be charged 
acts of fra ud, injuſtice; ' and oppre 
though a perhaps, in dhe courſe ef 5 
buſineſs; he may bometimes uſe a lietls arri- 
fes to impoſe upon be f ſimplicity or ighos 
rance of his neighhours? Or; fuppoſing 
him to be ſtrictly honeſt in His dealings 
doth che righteouſneſs which the goſpel en- 
Joins lay him under no obligation to i 
the hungry, to clethe the naked, and to 
| Luce ur a aner —— to e a 
os every; man to tbe. reputed ; o, WO 


#:$oxerouſheld; 7 ae GO receive no 

c him at all, either in his fa- 
1 Y- or in che cloſer, x through the reſt of. the 
1 ee e fuck 4 Loose Lakin 
F-r 's words, I am confident, that 
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 poſſibilicy of miſtake, by what I may call 
© Haar goſpel; I mean, plain 
and explieit decrees, reſpect ing particular 
inſtances of duty, under e of theſe gene- 
tal heads. Thelen) ee 
Finſt place, With regard. to 7 riety, it is 
" expreſs command of our Lord. That 5 
de deny (ourſelves; Erhat we © poſſeſs i 
2 our fouls in patience; „Land be continu- 
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hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting jock 


« drunkenneſs, and the cares of this life.” 22 FE 
is required of us, that we crucify the fleſh 
» withthe affections and luſts; 4 chat we 
DN lay aſide anger, malice, envy, hatred, and 
4 revenge, and put on, as che elect of 
« God, bowels of mercy, kind neſs, humble- 
| eee of min 
ing“ We Ire 'exhorted, not to think 
«of ourſelves more highly than” we 


ner! ve ought 
0 think, but to think Keck (mark the 
exprel on), according as God hath dealt 


* to every man the meaſure off faith. 4 Let 


„ erer be done through ſtrife and vain- 2 


« glory,” faith this fame Apoſtle, at the, 


| 7 verſe of the following chapter; „hut in 


« Jowlineſs of mind, let each eſteem other 
better chan himſelf. Look not every man 
e on his own things, but Ry man alſo on 
Th pits things of others; and then adds, 


«< Let this mind be in you, which was alſo 


in Chriſt Jeſus.” Theſe few quotations, | 
which muſt be familiar to all who are ac- 


7 quainted with the New-Teſtament' writings, 
amy ſuffice 40. give you ſome view of che 
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o weep with thoſe that weep; 
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K of faith. As every man hath received 
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S0 2: Nayy:the Apoſtle: John carries the ; 
matter ſtill higher, and ſpeaks of it as a dt,, 
an act of juſtice, in certain caſes, to lay 
down our liues for the brethren: 1 John . 
lereby perceive we the love of 
MH God, becauſe he laid down his life for 0s: 
and we ae, to lay down our lives for 
error to imagine, 
chat God beſtows upon us the good things 
of this life, merely for our pet ſonal acc: 
modation and uſe; or that he opens his 
ha d, and fills. our baſket, that the bleſſings 
of his Providence may chere ſtagnate and 
putrify. We are not proprietors, but flexwards, 
2 J juſt nom obſerved, who ſhall one day 
be called upon te give an account of our 
te wardſhip. And thongh the griping miſer 
cannot be arrainged at any human bar, yet 


Ar the tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, he who doth 


mot feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, 
hall be tried, and condemned to everlaſting 
'baniſhment from the preſence of the Lord, = 
| + om the £ glory of his power. Os 
You ſay, you wrong no man by keeping 
Four on. 1 . You | wrong the King 
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them, to ſtretch "an h. 


ths good to your neigh 


permit you toi give- or ee -Bad, accor- 
8 fling to your ple | 


Ire,” "whatſoever. you poſs 
dent of others; yet if you con- 


1 fule- e en Geer on hall 


d, that vou are as much bound to 
1bours, as not to injure 
as not to rob 
d to help 
as not 8 them with the fiſt of 

N — 0 him that knoweth to . 
gooc ee, re zar not, to him it is 


them; to ſupply their w 


b. bn y 66, If thou forbear t to deliver them 


20 it? and call not he re 


te. that es unt FRM and thoſe th 


«are ready to be ſlain; if thou ſayeſt, Be- 
* hold, we kneyr i it not —doch not he that 


* pondereth the heart conſider it? and. he 


thy ſoul, e not 125 ee 
ender to every man 
« according to his Works ne 1,12. 
Ho awful are theſe words of the Apoſtle 
John, „ Whoſe hath this world's good, and 
1 ſeeth his brother have need, and mutteth 


F<; up hie havols ad chain from him, 5 
a « how. 
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e dwwelieth the love of: God 1 
To which he ſubjoins the following exhor- 
tation, whereunto we do well that we take 
heed: My little children, let us not love. - 
in word, neither in tongue, but in deed 
& and i in truth; and hereby we know that 
we are of the truth, and ſhall aſſure our 
e hearts before him. Thus far is the 
law of Lebe, extended. Dy uh che * 
Chi. 

Zaly, Wich ee to eee none e 
are acquainted with the New - Teſtament 
writings can be at a loſs to diſcover, either 

wherein it conſiſts, or how it ought to be | 
_ expreſſed. - Love to God in the renewed. 15 
ſoul, ſptinging from faith f in the Lord Jeſus . 
Cbriſt, is the root, or vital principle, f 
godlineſs: not a common ſubdued love, 
but a fervent, ſupreme, and ruling love, 
that exalts God to the throne i in the heart, 


| ſhould keep it in full and everlaſting % 45 

ſeſſion. As creatures, we are bound to love 
the Lord our God with all our heart, and 

ſoul, and ſtrength: And we are further 


| abli ged, as ag creatures, humbly. to ac- 
 Enowledge,, 
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\. Ehowledge the forfeitute we have incurre ed, 
"I vo uſtify the law by which-we are condemn- 
cd, eee eee accept the Lord . 
hriſt as the ed bernd God 
\ ak man, and care wuily to erv 


1 e religion of n and muſt e 
bs ee as LE genuine and neceſſary 
0 of godlineſs, or of a right tem- 
een of hear towards the Father of our ſpi- 
rits, che God in whom we live, enen 
| Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - bh 
| 1 the duties we owe to our wats 
" eures lean upon this as their proper founda- 
tion; and are ſo depend nt upon it, that 
promos our righteou neſs, nor. beneficence, 
can avail us any thing, unleſs they flow 
from u Rving principle of devotion in the 
beart. They may profit others, and render 
Furſelves amiable in the eyes of men; but 
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be not animated wich- love to God; 
AGE en cube, - expreſſions 
of regard to him, it is impoſſib 


meet with the divine acceptance. For let i At 
be obſerved, that the practice of theſe duties 
| bonne: any apa only: Mae man 5 20. 35 


would have been no room . the —— 


of either juſtice or mercy, in any of thoſe 


| inſtances which our preſent diſtempered con- 


dition requires. Men would have lived to- 
gether as one great family, without rif 


or emulation, each rejoicing in che happineſe 
of his brother. There would have been na 
temptation to fraud and injuſtice” every 
inhabitant of the nen offe 


ng all that his 
re would have been 


heart could wiſh. 


no occaſion for redreſſing wrongs ;- for pu- 


niſhing the injurious, or protecting the in- 


ſing with the afflicted: love would have 


had no other employment, but complacency 


and delight in ſeeing each one bleſſed to the 


full extent of his capacity: and therefore it 
can never be ſuppoſed, that the practice of 
. eee "which: the bitter W i: 


of 


def our 10 ; cha neceſſary, 
mould be the bt or even the moſt eſſen- 
tial part, of. a e Which, is coat 
0 fing to God. 
Indeed, were e to Glee axon; KO 3 
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mip } paſi fda him, yet grace will teach 
him to conſent, and diſpoſe him to ſay, 
Nevertheleſs not my will, but chine 0 
« done.” Once more, 85 | 
Ithly, To; trove unto the'; Lord, is to be 10 : 
thoroughly devoted to him, as to account 
that we ive not at all; but in ſo far as we Wen 
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This, I appprehend, ee, 5 true 
ſpixic- of the Apoftle's words. He reckoned 
nothing worthy to be called living that was 
not ſubſervient to the great purpoſe for 
| which life was beſtowed. | He. meaſured; his 
time; not by days, or months, or years; 
but by a ſucceſſion of ſervices to his dear 
Maſter, by thoſe. acts of obedience he. way 
enabled to perform. What portions. of 
time were otherwiſe employed, he did not 
eſteem to be living at all; theſe he reckoned 
among the vacancies of life, like the hours 
that paſs away in fleep, which is the image 
of death. The true Chriſtian prefers one 
day in the courts of the Lord to a thouſand 
any where elſe, and would rather be a door- 
| Keeper in the houſe of his God, _ dwell 
in the tents of wickedneſs, 8 10 DOS 
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do which human nature, even in its pre- 
ſent flare, feeleth no averſi n: for our apo- 
ſtaſy was chiefly: from. God himſelf; 

- _ though ſome fierce and unſocial : paſſio: 
1 — ſprung from this bitter root, yet, in 


| dhe main, we are not naturally diſaffected 
. fellow- men, but rather diſpoſed to 
; - with them well, and even to do them 
5 00d, provided our perſonal intereſt be not 
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Wil by it. And therefore no man can be 


ſuid with certainty; 1% live wnto the Land... 
| merely becauſe he performs the common 
| offices of juſtice, humanity, and benefi- | 


cence, towards others with whom he is con- 


nected: for theſe things have a comelineſs 
in them that is obvious to the dimmeſt eye; 
they are of good report among all men z 
and in moſt caſes a man cannot ſerve him- 
ſelf. more effectually than by — | 
them. But if he practiſe them merely, or 
even principally, to promote his own inte- 


reſt, he muſt not pretend that he l/iveth unto 


| the Lord: he only ſerves himſelf, and maſt 
| therefore be left to reward himſelf as he can. 
If he do not mean to ſerve the Lord, if 
he do not act from love and loyalty to his 
Sovereign, he can have no . 8 to e 
any reward at his hand. | 
Aa, Whom do you ſeek to . pleaſe, and | 
_ _ whoſe approbation do you principally covet? 


If you only, or even chiefly, court the 


applauſe of men, it is plain that you do not 
* Hive unto the Lord. © We labour,” faith the 
- Apoſtle Paul, in name of all true believers, 
= * that whether preſent of abſent, we may 
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1 5 ne em, Lam ſenſible that this ſpocies 
of hypoorify is not the diſeaſe of the preſent 1 
ago: chere are few that make much nbiſe 
 ___ #b6ur> cheir -prayers, or their alms;' and 
mere are ſtill. fewer, + ſuppoſe; that can 
| juſtly be charged with exceſs in either: fo 


that a eautibn againſt being righteous! overs - 


much ſeems quite ſuperfluous. But can 
you diſcover nothing in yourfelves' chat as 


Akin to this\ hypocriſy ?! Are you ab rehdy 


to perform the moſt ſelf-detiying duties, Is. 
_ thoſe that are accompanied with immediate 


| 5 pleaſure or advantage? Are you the ſame 


in ſecret that you: GT AO o ap- 
pear, in public? | rather, do you'-not 
fut your behaviour to the humour of the 
times? Can you charge yqurſelves wich no 
inſtances of a. timid. compliance with: the. 
_ prevailing © maxims | and manners of the 
world? Hath not fbi ſome weight with 
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Fou, to draw you into. many th 
you do not inwardly approve ? and, are: you: 
not often reſtrained. from doing what con- 
* ns tells you ought to be done, by the: 
fear of incurring the ridicule and cenſure of 
others, even of thoſe whom, in in your hearts, 45 
you do not, and cannot, eſteem? If fo, | 
then theſe very hearts muſt teſtify againſt 
ou, that hitherto Four to not a n. 
Arto the Lord. 15 
Zaly, What Ss ry you. Feel for the 
Honour of your Lord? | e 
Are you willing to 1 any ching, to 
40 any thing, and to ſuffer any thing, for 
his ſake? Are you contented to ſerve him 
in the meaneſt ſtation in his family ? or ff 
you aſpire to an higher place, is it ſolely. to 
enlarge your ſphere of uſefulneſs, that you 
may labour more abundantly, and ſerve - him 


5 to greater advantage, than your preſent in- 


ferior ſituation will permit?—When we ſee 8 
you climbing upwards. as faſt as you. can, 
may we really ſuppoſe that this is you, 
aim? That it ought to be your aim, is ob⸗ | 
vious; for he who; came not to be mini- 
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FFV A a 3 „ 200 


Fl 2 
* Q 8 
1 


34 


4 
_ - 
3 
= . 
| 
? 
| 
[| 
_ 


— 


„ s E R N on xiv. 
by OE HED about his perſon for mere Nn 


and ſhow. Earthly princes, who are made 
of the ſame materials with other men, need 


many external appendages to eke them our, 


as it were, and to give them bulk and im- 


portance in the eye of the world: but he 
ho made the heavens and earth, infinitely 
diſdains to borrow any ſignificancy from the 


i Workmanſhip of his own hands. The an- f 
gels that excel in ſtrength, do his com- 
5 mandments, hearkening unto the voice of 


ais word: the higheſt ſeraph hath his taſk: 
- They are all miniſtering ſpirits, ſent forth 0 


« to miniſter for them who ſhall be heirs of 


« ſalvation.” And can any of the ſons of. 
men be ſo befooled by temporal proſperity, . 
as to imagine, that any little elevation they 


can attain on this footftool, relaxes their 


obli gation to ſerve God ſo ſtrictly as meaner 


men de? They may imagine it; and when 5 


we furvey the upper ranks of life; we find 
roo juſt cauſe to ſuſpect, that this abſurd 
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5 value to every thing in your eſteem? 


„One thing have I deſired of the Lord,” 
"Grid 1 David, and that will I ſeek. #6 
„ that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
all the days of my life, to | behold the 
|  bowury-of che Bord, and to inquire in 10 
4 temple, 4 I count all things but loſs,” 


ſuid the holy Apoſtle Paul, * for Haag. | 
_ -« of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; 


« for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all 


TT « things, and do count them but dung that 
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devoted to the Lord Redeemer, you will va- 
iue other things,” in exact proportion to their 


connection with him, and the relation they 


bear to him. Tou will Prefer the Bible to 
all other books, becauſe it is the word, the 
teſtament of your Lord. You will rejoice at 
every return of the Sabbath, becauſe it is 
dhe Lord's day. You - will, delight in his 
"yniboin | - - A'S „„ ſaints, 


f 


hit day chen etery See a 3 


rr cle {$6 STRAY Prayer | 
il be I becauſe 
it is the means of ecorreſpondence and inter- 
Ie with your Lou: And doing good to 
he bodies; and more eſpecially to the ſouls 
_ abu „ will be reliſhed by! you as the moſt 
pleaſant and honoprable employment, de 
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Eur, tho went; abaut doing good, 
Laving us an 5 thatiwe ſhould follow 
8 Ant you el | 
620) ** Lus' 


"4 Theſe and ſuch Likes eee | 0 "_ 
"hr e to * 5 mes hearts, 850 1 


£ 


** 
* 
* 


ff und your real character ſhall be 3 
Aithetl wg os preſence of an afſerobled 
World. . N 1 A A 1 KOT 5 0 bf! : 


2 71 Slut: i. im: AL Ii 385 2 22 7 W TEST 


"4k 9 1 . | ee 


— 


* 


that the 


A” 


2 BR MON AV. 8 
Finding vo of thoſe 
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counteract the very deſign, of chat marvels 
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to God for a ſweet· ſmelling ſavour. 5 
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* tree, that we being dead to ſin, ſhould 
live unto righteouſneſs. “ He gave 
«+ himſelf for us, that he might redeem ue 
from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
# 6. ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
f wor ee He died for all, that they ; 
+ who live, by the merit of his death, 

K. lelposs but unto kim who died for them, 

and roſe again.“ This is ſo much inſiſt- 

ed upon in the New. eſtament writings, | 

Socinians have repreſented it as the 
hole end for: which our Lord both lived and 
died. . Bar though we: juſtly- maintain, i * 
8 0 them tliat, the death of 
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chat the Son of God was manifeſted for this 
purpoſe, that he might deſtroy the works 
« 225 the devil; or, in other words, that he 
5 1 prepare men for heaven, by the ſancti- 
10 influences of his Spirit, as well as 
eb he might purchaſe a heaven for them 
by che merit of his blood. And ir deſerves 
| particular notice, that though the main dif- 
jñſculty the firſt preachers of Chriſtianity had 
to ſtruggle with among their own country- 
men, was to bring them off from a proud de- 
pendence upon their on righteouſneſs, that 


IG they might rely upon Chriſt alone for par- 


don and acceptance; yet in declaring this 

doctrine, they never failed to eſtabliſh the 
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5 e ileges of the gofpel while they re- 
fuſed ſubjection to its laws, ſhould _— 
ſent Chriſt as the miniſter of fin. 
__2dh, We are further obliged to Bob unto 
| the Lord, as we regard the honeur of our 
Maſter, and the credit of that ſaving re- 
ligion which he taught. For hereby we 
moſt effectually ſtop the months of gain- 
ſayers, and cut off occaſion from thoſe 
that deſire occaſion to blaſpheme that wor- 
thy name by which we are called; pre- 
ſenting to their view a convincing proof, 
that Chriſtianity is an effectual means of 
fſalvation, and that Chriſt is truly and pro- 
perly a Saviour. The death of Chriſt ap- 
| pears to have a mighty efficacy indeed, 
when it maketh thoſe that believe on him 
to die unto ſin. And it is impoſſible to 


doubt, that he is alive, and hath all power 
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when he viſibly lives in his members by 
his all-conquering grace, and cauſeth them 
0 live unto him: Whereas a contrary be- 
haviour doth the greateſt poſſible injury to 
the cauſe of truth, furniſhing the world 
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i by frequently occur in the ſacred Scrip- 
deres, repreſent our holy religion in the 
moſt amiable light. It appears, in all rer 
ſpecta, ſuited to our preſent neceſſities, and 
friendly to our higheſt, our moſt important 
Intereſts. How deplorable would be the 
ſtate of men upon earth, were they left to 
ſtruggle in their own ſtrength with the trials 5 
and ſufferings to which. they are continual- 
by expoſed ? In proſperity, when the wind 
is vigorous and undiſturbed, Regſon may 
diſcover A variety of arguments for bearing 
_ affliction with patience and fortitude ; and 
may even ſuggeſt ſome topics of conſolation, 
which in the diſtant | view of. adyerfity, ſeem 
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| 6 £6: of many; fear was on every fide; 3iW 


| hal; gn Fit upon 88 ee i 


0 aid, « co 
ap pirit: Thou haſt edec e, | 
« God of truth. —l have head-the aander 


ether againſt me, 


| 4 « they deviſed to take away my life. But 


I. truſted in thee, O Lord +1, ſaid; Dk 


- Herein lies the: e Meath 
ment of neee v 
worldly men: 


table creatures like themſe ves. They 0 
the imiles, and tremble at e n ER 
thoſe who are raiſed. ; . n above. them; 
and have no higher aim, than to 


nd themſelves to the favour and protec- 


tion of ſuch perſons as are moſt likely to 
8 their ambition or covetbuſneſs: 

Whereas the believer, kno 
_- ſupreme, and thar the/ higheſt Creatures: are 
only inſtruments which he employs at bis 
pleaſure, keeps his eye continually fired 
upon him, and hath not other concern than 
to be found. in thoſe ways. which. he 


that God i is 


4 
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but Kill we eee eee hes 
ngs with due fubmiſſion to the will of 


to his unerring wiſe 5 
Red rebellion of his — — N 


wih 
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hen 1. not of his rot 


but alſo of his life, obliged him to leave 2. 8 
frufalem in haſte; we are told, that among 
the few that accompanied Kin! in erer I 
toward the wilderneſs, was Zadock the 
Prieſt, and with him all the Levin? bearing = 
1 ark of the covenant of God. In this 
time of great diſtreſs, when his fituntion, | 
was fo affecting, chat, as we read, 2 S.. 
kv. 23. all the country wept with a ö 
voice,“ . while they beheld him paſſing | 
over the brook Kidron, the ſacred hifforian 
informs us, verſe 25, 26. that the king ad- 
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dreſſed Zadock in the following words: 
Carry back the ark of God into che ciry: 


if I ſhall find favour in the eyes of che 


Lord, he will bring me again, and thow _ 
me both it and his habitation. But if he 
* thus fay, I have no delight in thee: be- 


* hold, here am I, let him do to me as 


th good unto him.” What ſhall be 


Hb iſſue of this formidable conſpiracy 1 


know: not; but T caſt my core, muy all, upon 
my God: in the mean time, let the ark f 
the covenant be carried back to its place. 
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ed to my houſe and throne, I cannot at 
r ſent, foreſee; but this I know, that in 

her caſe i at ſhall be well. with me. If "= _ = 4 
t Aan. 5 an. ein behold this 


N mances 17 50 77 God. ds no Kanther 5 I 
vice for me on this earth, 1 ſhall go to 
place where there is no oecaſion for ex- | 
ternal means of. correſpondence. and int 4 
_ courſe: Behold, here I ie at the diſpoſal of | G 
my Father and my King, equally propre + L . 
to live or to die; to reign once more in the 
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y Jeruſalem, or to take up my eternal! 
reſidence in the Jeruſalem that is above.— 
This unlimited reſignatior to the will - 
God, makes an eſſential part of the duty | 
Wien . text recommends.It further 1 7 

ks Thar x we. renounce all confidence j oo 
the creature, and place our truſt in God 
alone. We are required, you ſee, 4% aft p 

"ALL ur care upon him; not a part, but che 3 
JV Whole. | 
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4. Curſed be the man that truſteth in man, 
« and maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe 
heart departeth fromm the Lord. For he 
0 ſhall be like the heath in the deſurt, and 
< ſhall not ſee when good cometh, and ſhall 
« inhabit the parched places in the wilder- 


4 neſs, in a ſalt land and not inhabited. Me 


: Wheteas, « Bleſſed is the man 'that-truſteth: - 
„„ ae Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord is. 
1 For he ſhall be as a tree planted: by the 
waters, and that ſpreadeth out her roots 
by the river, and ſhall not ſee when beat 
« cometh, but her leaf ſhall be green, and. 


4 ſhall not be careful in che year of 


40 e neither ſhall ceaſe from yielding 
fruit. A divided truſt between God 
and the creature, is as fooliſh and unſafe, as 

to ſet one foot upon a rock, and the other 


upon the quickſand. We muſt, as I for- 


merly obſerved, be diligent in the uſe of 


means; for thus the commandment runs, 


4 Truſt in the Lord, and do good:“ but at 
the ſame time we muſt look beyond, and 
above all means, to God himſelf for ſueceſs; 
ſaying, as David did, My ſoul; wait thou 
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dy is my rock and my 
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«bor moved. In God is my ſalvation and 


; -— ny, glory; che rock of my ſtrength, and 
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dependence 4s quiets the mind, diſpoſing 8 


1 HD wait - ? ©: patiently upon God, and to ac- 
cept- 1 1ele | wharſoever- he is 


| pleaſed i946; 'appoint. :- The Chriſtian © who | 


hath Tearned/this/ important leſſon/ not only 
brings His cares to the: throne of grace; but 
3 alſo he leaves them; and, like Hannah; 
returns with his countenance no more ſud. 
Having by prayer and ſupplication; with 


9 - <"thahkſpiving; made his r equeſts known 


to God, his mind is at reſt, * he is care- 
* ful: for a 4 * he hath put all his in- 

tereſtsſ into the beſt hands: he hath com- 
mitted them to One, Who is too wife to be- 
ſtow: wharcis hurtful,» and too kind to with- 


ee is WR” In. conſequenee. where- 
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65 the! peace of God that” Pale Al 
. underſtanding, keeps his hedtt and mind 
4. through Jeſus Chriſt.“ This gracious 
temper brings not only reſt, but Hberty te 
the ſoul. It breaks all thoſe fetters in 
pieces, by which the covetous, the ambiti- 
ous, the voluptuous, are chained to a pre- 
ſent world, and dragged at the heels of 

thoſe worſe than Egyptian taſkmaſters, '* the 

. -<. Juſt of the eye, the luſt of the fleſh, and 
the pride of life.” Whgtever God will- 
eth is pleaſing to tlie /ſanRifietl believer; 
and the light of his Father's countenance, 
amidſt the deepeſt and moſt complicated 
diſtreſs, puts greater gladneſs 1 into' his heart, 
than the ſenſualiſt can feel, or is capable of 

5 conceiving, when his corn and wine do moſt 
Fe | abound. It is this that gives the Chriſtian 


mee true enjoyment of life. No man can have 
1 | the proper reliſh of any earthly comfort,” 

. who is not prepared to: part with it. This 
5 looks like a paradox, but will be found 
1 upon examination to be a weighty truth. 

bo Where fear is, there is torment: and 5 
* thing mars our joy ſo effectually, as the 
2 Proſpect of being ſeparated from what we 
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SERMON: xv. 


5 cm: love... a Talk to a 1 man of 
death, and the poor creature's ſpirit dies | 
Within him: the awful proſpect of. diſſolu- f 
dien like the hand-writing upon the wall 
which Belſhazzar perceived while he was 
drinking wine with his princes, his wives, 
1 5 and his concubines, will, in the height of 
his gaiety, change his countenance, looſe 
che joints of his loins, and make his knees 
EC ſmite againſt one another. Whereas the . 
muaan who hath been taught to ct bit care 
. God, can ſit cheerfully at the feaſt 
3 Providence affords him, and think 
5 dying hour without diminiſhing. the 
OE reliſh. of his. Preſent enjoyment. , Like Da- 
vid, ſel. xxiii. he can look forward wirhout 2 
115 diſmay, to his walk through the valley and 
ſhadow- of death; and while the gloomy 
Object is in his eye, he can ſay to his God 
with thankful praiſe, Thou prepareſt a 
4 table before me in the preſence of mine 
enemies: thou anoingpſt my head with 
dil, my cup runneth over: ſurely goodneſs 7B, 
e and mercy ſhall follow. me all the days of | 
my lie a I will dwell i in he -houſs. of 
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rb Bae Y opened the meaning of the 
 exhortatian, and at the fame time attempted 
to give you a general view "of the dignity 
and excellence of the temper it recommends. 
But the moſt perſuaſive motive to, the prac- 


rice of this duty, is that which the Apoſtle fo 


himſelf. maketh zuſe of i in the cloſe. of the 
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verſe, where he giverh. fall aſſurance to belie- 
vers in Chriſt, that God, in a peculiar man- 
ner, careth for them. T0 this I ſhall pro- 
cee 4229: my next Uſtonbl ß God 
ureter | his Spirit to tbe knowledge of 
duty, and diſpoſe us by his grace to 
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believers in Chriſt : not to thoſe who barely | 
_ profeſſed. Chriſtianiry in oppoſition to Hea- 
theniſm; but to real ſaints, as diſtinguiſhed 
from mere nominal Chriſtians, who © have 
4 à form of godlineſs, but deny the power 
og thereof“ 15 What their condition was with 
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2 880 to external things, partly appears 
the inſcription of the epiſtle, where 
> are called © ſtrangers, ſcattered abroad 
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by the rare of God, than that general Pro- | 


_ vidence e Which extends to all che creat 


chat 'peculiar” and affectionate Tegar 
the aint s Which he had before deſet 


- 


de hath made. The rare he ſpeaks" of, Is 


Chap. Uo 12." „ The eyes ef cbe Tor are 


us, and bis ears afe 


Thus it is written, that „he with 
not his —— Bu, „ *— 


« He? 'knowerh them that * truſt © in bim.“ 1 


Many other paſſages might be q 10 
aſſert, in the moſt explicit terms 
 careth for His ſaints in anothi 
he doth for the reſt of the words — 

chat you may have a more extenfive and en- 


ene Het . view of the evidence of this truth, 
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dae of all the fait tut « behold; what 
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reacicusf declaration: of Nhat Sadat pu 
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$2 times retreat, Rom viii f 28. We know 
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Have filler aſſura 
bee told eye, Malachi, 
t of remembranee is written 
6a, e west un feat” che 
Su Dar: Mak uon his name 
s inform” us, that" 

iy beate infinity der-to'the Father, who | 
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rin rho never cone to God . 


en ee em- nie n e 1 


An this may Se Genfidered as an addi 


& grouri id of älfurance, that believers are 
5 of Got's' peculiar care. We 
* © Have 4 great UighiPrieft, Who is paſſed 
inte che Heavens; Jefus the Son of God, 

js antly ps in the preſen e of 
3 6⁰4 for us. Thus John beheld bim in 
ifion, standing in te midſt ef the 
dense "Us" 2 Lamb that had been fin” 
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” when be bore our figs in his wN body 
Ut on the A ene as 0 many mquths filled 
with the moſt preyailing...arguments. for 
| mercy, and grace to his redeemed ones, 
whom. he then did, and ſtill doth; copnbas- 
We have a ſpecimen- of his: intereeſſion re- 
corded by that Apoſtle in the Iyth chapter 
of his goſpel ; where, among othęr tender 
and affectionate requeſts, ve find the FS 
lowing remarkable word: Now I am no 

44 more in the world, but theſe are in the 
: «6 World, and I come to thee. Holy; Father, 


5 | 15 40 keep through thine own name thoſe whom 


* thou haſt, given me. I pray not that 
4 thou ſhouldſt take them out of the-warld, _ 
« but that thou ſhouldſt keep them from 
« the evil. Neither: pray I for theſe alone, 
«6 but for them alſo. which ſhall. believe on. 
me through their word.“ In ſuch terms 
did our Lord recommend his immediate | 1 
followers, and all his diſciples. in ſacceed- 
ing generations, to the protection and care 
of his heavenly Father. And may not this 
8 in us the fulleſt and moſt joyful alu“ 
rance, that God doth, and always will, care 

. n rand ſtill more, when we con- 55 
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= | Wd 9 forthe. church. by « La am het 
os Ay”! IS: that was dead, and am no alive; 


1 era, K N 3 


. | the Seriprurce : 
for ſanctified believers.” The relation he 
; beate e chem, the promiſes he hath given 
3 them,; the conſtant prevailing interceſſion 
| of his Son, together with the power en 
wee to him as King of Zion, 5 concur 
0 fecure this important benefit gs ods, ?? 
But I have further to add, man we. - have 
"is evidenee of fats, as well as of ru: 
ments, to eſtabliſh our faith of the divin 
care and protection. The ſacred ee 
bear witneſs, that God hath been the dwell- 
8 üng⸗- place of his people in all generations, 
and give us abundant reaſon to ſay, with 
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13 © Theyieried unto thee, and were deliv ere 
F e in che, and were not con- 
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mies; God did blow wi 
4 covered them, they ſank as lead. in the 

5.66 mighty waters. „How wonderful were 
1 the ſteps of Joſeph's advanicement;-'to which 
1 — N and aa owed their preſer-- * 


mind: Helis the rock, his work is perfect, 
Adnet un his ways are judgement; a Gudl of 
4 truth; and without iniquity, juſt and fight 


<1 iuhheſloown, courlduana; 3¹⁰ Zalliat 


yh Toms W hat Sara : appearances hath- He made” 
l in every age, for the protection and fafetyß 
5 colicetved more formidable than Pharach's 


his peculiar people? : Nothing»zcan>be; 


preparation againſt the Iſraelites; the whole 


ſtrength of an "extenſive and potent empire 

employed againſt an undiſciplined1company! | 
of: fugitives, who had long beewodifſpirited*. 
by oppreſſion and ſlavery.:> but though3the! 
buſh was all in a flame, yet it was' Rot2Cons: 
ſumed: when che ene ny faid, 8111 will pur- 
| 4 Tue, Iwill overtake, Iwill-divide the f 

„ my luſt ' thall be ſatisfied on them Loawill: 
draw the ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy 
„ them:“ then the ſea opened a paſſage for 


their eſcape, and overwhelmed their ene- 


vation 
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2 And no-leſs 
 Hatnan' 8 wie- 
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„the J . One hats tht Licher abe the 
157 i Ind one ere mb, 
5 ſtance in both; pert: von vat | 
purely accidental; nay; ſome of them ap- 

: TR at oven "i rather adverſe. chan fa- 
Dao; other -deliverances of che 
caſual, and there-, 

 fore/n no proofs-of God $ gracious 
let it be obſerved, that in two of che i in- 

ſtances I have mentioned, the 
and immediate anſwers of prayer. 
5 Thus the Red Sea was divided when Moſes 
_ andthe children of Iſrael -* cried unto the 
Lord. And Haman's plot was detected 
and broken on that very day which Eſther 
had ſet apart for faſting and 
1 Prayer. To which I may add, that Aſa ob- 
| over his enemies, 
alter he had uttered that fervent ſupplica- 
tion, a . oy Lord our God.“ And 
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view. "David, whoſe 
ſcience was ro tender ors bale 
utting off the ſkirt” of 
tinued inſenfible for a 
| long Ane ünder the moſt — 
1 after he was fixed in che peaceable poſſeſſion 
of the throne. Hezekiah, whoſe deve 
was ſo humble and ardent in the time of 
9 his fekneſe, waxed proud and vain-glori- 
ou w en a reſtored to health; inſomuch that 
ht wrath upon himſelf, and upon 
0 ee and upon Jeruſalem.” Many who, 
in a low eſtate, were humane and Eind, and 


{0's Atesiented with the full cup” of 
tete Vickat, for à ſeaſon” at leaſt, they 
have forgotten unn their neighbour; 
© nay, their God, and become quite the re- 
8 verſe of what ey formerly appeared to be. 
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One ching is certain, xhat if left to our on 
Koe We ſhould never feel diſtreſs or af 


fiction of any kind; and yet the Seriptrures 


and our on obſer vation may 
convince us of the truth of it, har NT 
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| beſt need rb to 15 Rs and | 


mne low. to j keep «theirs Ftveriſhrpalions 


ppetites within Tbounde. , Ne G is 
eur acquainted «with * all hg tendencies 
-naredre;.daid-dhes chene e Attics it 
FY — — beſt.) for us; 

An? in felt. (le 


He e e e hall iCal: to 1 or * 
diſpoſed to improve when, and int what 
proportion, pain or fibkneſs, or poverty, or 
ere are n ne Top eee ſome. _ 
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—— for his - a. divine preſence. 
Again, let our enemies plot againſt us in the 
.--miolt - ſecret manner; let them ſhuat them- 
lelves up! in the cloſeſt retirement; yet its 
impoſſible for them to hide their conſulta- 
tions from God, ho diſcovereth deep 
#-things out of darkneſo, n bringeth to 
— $1light) the ſhadow: of death.“ When Ben- 
hadad had failed in his ae, 3 
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pecking wruft may — ———— | 
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PIER oC: kane: 
treachery tsibis-own/tcouts/) hel called this 
wmrvante a tdgethier, “ anfleaid unton then 
ene e en men e mhichof ws is hr ab 


of weer ohr aha, from che- 
i „Ted 
* kae How to-deliver the godlyiour of | 


4 rp ihäs chey know not . k gibeh 
1 underſtanding co the fimple? 1 dl meek 
de e in judgement, the meek will 
he teach his Way. nd if- infitire Wil- 
dom eee our * bers it he ho 
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Mis hands; and cheerfulbylacipuieſce in all the 


den ar bene 24k” - | i Lit ben Häl Bart 
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. vg Whatſorver the Lord p al 
igen he, in heaven, in 


ere 4 


455 She wrath of Man 


don, ek en. Anand in pieces, and 1 


throws it away. When Pilate ſaid to our 


Lord, Knoweſt thou not chat I have po- 


er to erucify thee, and power to releaſe 


<;rhee?' 95 he A once detected and reproved 5 
n ignarance and pride, by anſwering; him, 
1 Thou couldſt have no power at all againſt 

5 7 bene, it were given . thee from a- 
e bove. —And as the power of God is fu- 


Fenk. o i it likewiſe everlaſting., | 172 The 
Lord, the creatar of the ends of. thee art 
<, fainteth not, neither is weary,“ His arm 

is never ſhortened chat it cannot Gre; nei- 


eee nor ezereiſe can impair its vigour; 
what; he did yeſterday be can do to-day, 

e as his people have occa- 

die Grit. This wan che As xa 


the ſea, and in all deep placgs.”, lab 
ainder thereof he eee, de 5 
75 N de che creatures 28, derived 
| hanghiiett rage upon earth.is only che rod 
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3 2g, 6/Awake: 
ng vai. Arey gth . 0 arm ee 


et Kh cue Rabe, 20d Sende be 
dragon r“ 6G which - God replied, . I, : 
ee I, am == that co WINGTY EY 3 
art tnt then chat thou ſnouldſt be afra 
of a man that ſhall die, and of che fon of - 

®%nan which" ſhall be ade! OY graſs? FL 
© forgerteſt the- Lord thy Maker, that back 


© *"ſtrerched' forth" the Heavens; and laid che 


foundations of the earth? and haſt feared 
& © continually every day, JE zauſe of the 
«fury of the oppreſſor, as af he were ready 
#62 deſtroy? And where is the fury f 
the oppreſſor? I am the Lord hy God, 
Fo hat divided the ſea, whoſe waters : 
„ the Lord of hoſts is my nanie. 
Sex 'reacheth” to the hear rt of man, t to 
hich no crekture, can have immediate ac- 

ceſs: | even the hearts of kings are in his 

hand, and he ternerh them as the rivers of 

water. Arbus he . promiſed to Jefłmiah, 
that he would cauſe the enemy to intreat 
. n well in che e evi.“ Who but 
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Lore d of, man's heart dani "RED ſaid 

unto Moab, and ſaidi it with efficacy, „ Let 
min outcaſts dwell xith thee, Moab ; be 
4 thou a covert toſthem from the f acsinf the 
1 « ſpoiler ., Thus, when it pleaſeth him, 
be can open a ſa y for his; people in 
- the mid. of die foes, and make We 


5 hote tt, ol Ani God, A ee ande 


He is able ta do exceeding ee 
above all chat we can alk or think. This 


good old Jacob gratefully acknowledged, 


when he met with his darling ſon Joſeph,” 
_ whoſe ſuppoſed death he had long and bit- 


terly lamented: 1 had, not thought to ſee. 
9; thy Face, and. 101 < 1 hath ſhowed. me 
ee thy children alſo. . the apoſtles 


| Lo had the ſentence of death in themſelves, ST: 
God. diſpelled their fears, and preſerved. 
| theix lives, in ſpite of all the rage and m 


ning of their wem, And thus, in 


i J the mount of the Lord 1 it are dat a 


i « been ſeen: I deliverance: .came when death 
zxpected ;; or, according to the prophe- 


: tic ſtyle of Gechariah, chap. xiv. Ted e 8 
6. evening die: hen, according to che | 
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1 will ſtrengthen thee; yea I will help 


4 che! yen l wilt uphold thee with the right 
< hand of m righteduſtieſs,” | Hove: we not 
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then the tnoſt powerful en t to 
ca our tare, our whole cars upon God? And 
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en ber-! Gadgets, ice, ods. 

340) | 1. 10 wiſe in Law 
and bee n Arengrd:; ;\\fo Wenlepful in 
counſel; \ant-excelletit in in working'y 44 We 
wiſe poſſeſſed of infinite goodnefsl Like as 
a father pitieth his-children; ſoe the Lord 
pitieth chem that fear Him = God ie de,“ 
ſaid the Apoſtle John; and well might he 
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carry all the weight u be belie 


ee. ſpared: be his den Son, 


but deli hed him up for us all ho 
4 hall he not wirh him alſo freely give: as 
n cine * What ean he 
from thoſe upon whom he bath : 
ſtowed kid05ra/ dear Bon, nd Ssdbledg by 
bis Spirit, thankfully to receive him as the 
* 'ubſpeakable gift?” of God to men. How | 

m then are the grounds of cke believers 
| hope?” note What" e but een. 


5 > do all things, and whoſe, 
_ need] bleſſing _— 


branch of the ſubject, 
in Four ur eye to er ib Ada PE 
. dreſſed, it is almoſt unneceſſary to remind | 
you, in che concluſion; that the” oinfo1 
n Have fad, mußt be 6 inet 


Here then is a foundation that is able to 


Weh al ade | 
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\ only the privilege belongs of ca/ting. all their 


25 it is cheir privilege, ſo it is likewi 
1 duty and chey diſkonour chemſelxes, and 


: * day to dey? of Ne S8 
to him, who is both. able and v willing co re- 
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Hriſtians „ede 3 
1 ds of that peculiar care Which che 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of 5: ndbctherchore. u dem 


6 upon Cod. Permit me nom to add, that 


teprbaah their Father, when they give | 


 tocanxious- diſquieting. cares upon any S. 
: duch, 83 . Jonadab- aid. 60 Amnon, * hy 


art thou, being the king's: ſon. lean from 
TTY. all your 


dreſs them. + Make) uſe. of thy din h-right, 
Oo Chr t 's thy. car EE 


way as f duty, your lea 
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his arm, ir 1 may. ſo expreſs it, while you 


are — the appointed means, inſures his 
+ acqording. to; that. em e 


50 51 — is ſtayed 5 
1 thee, (63/7 Sohn es: one 
GPA whos ot an 
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| (air cabin Old; ad | the Oed denn 

tte Father of their "ſpirits, and the former 
of their bodies, in whom they live and 
7; move? Doth not his providence extend to 
5 all che creutures he hath made? Doth be 


While you deny him your hearts, and even 
fight againſt him with the fruits of his 
bounty ? If you think coolly upon the mat- 


* w/w ON. 


not clothe the lilies, and feed the Tavens, 


7 wes hear the lions when they cry to him 
for food? All this is true; and, in one ſenſe, 
all men without exception are the objects 

of his care- But this can yield. no comfort 


to impenitent -unbelieving ſinners: for the 


| , ame. G God who ſüſtains them in life; and 
gives them what they poſſeſs, and moſt un- 
nally abuſe, hath erpreſsiy declared, 


* that though hand join in hand, the wi 


* ſhall” not paſs unpuniſhed.“ 21 appeal t to 
yourſelves, is it reaſonable to expect, chat 


God ſhould take the burden of your cares, 


ter, I am e rt will . o 
e TFF e | 
wide are yo to Uifpoſe- of your 
cares What ſhall I fay * might tell you, 
A en n will do you no 9 and 
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== But if your, cares be ver: 
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„ e Ng BY. 
it were 0 onlay vil 


. ee bin- as: then happen, wichons's mur 


muring, But chis were only to: amuſe 
Fou for the burden would; (ill cprefs., v 
With ita weight, antlzall my reaſoning would 
Sagt to nothing more chaꝝ a cold un- 
ailing advice tonſttuggle with it as you 

. painful, 
Wougb 1 cannot enęgourage ou to ge di- 
vod with them in your: preſent | 


| Bare, yet L ſhall ſuggeſt a hint which, by the | 


 bleflipg of God may be of ufo ta . It 


bath often been obſerved, chat one great 
dare in ſwallow up many others of ſmaller 
rtance, and even baniſh - them from 


| E galtogether. Thus in a ſtorm at 


ſea the moſt coyetous worldlings have been 
p50 throw;.ahejr.mod; precious goods 


averboard with their own bands ;/When no 


other: means could be faund to keep the ſhip 
abare water: This points out! a remedy; 
- HEY ithe;conly;: remedy chat decurs to 
Mere you awakened to a proper con 

. about the life of your ſoulas this vould 
| have a powerful influence to chre your 
anxigey»-about: Jefſer Wiege Were you 
ted . EO brought 
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ery out with the jailor, „ What 
«ſhall Ido to be ſaved?” you would End 
\ clintion” to atk theſe | 
3 anxious queſtions,” What ſhall 
eat! and what ſhall 1 drink? and where- 
4 withal ee lothed 7" All theſe would 
bs e | 


5 neither - ſeiſure” nor i 


5 aro fo 


- e en be 
hall then be at full liber 
1 eee nay, L ſhall be able th 
H not ami accept the char 
bur Se give you what ybu cave! for, 
ever a complete ant everlaſting ſabvatiom. 
_ O:then <-feeb the Lord While he ic 0 

intl ee 


ebmes your care, £ 
to invite: you to 
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AY. Gedeih, at endlids 0 
* uns "courſe; und make your worldly 
of leading your hearts He- 
yond and Above this world, to fook reſt and 
e is harem ag ER” Oe | 
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| 3 a the [foregoing verſes of this chapter, 

1 che Apoſtle relates an extraordinary: re- 

velation he had been favoured with, above x 
+  Forirteen years! before the-dateiof this epiſtle. 

1 Heantorms us; that if he was caught up into 

1 5 5 4 paradiſe, or the third heaven, (whether 

5 « in the deny, or out of the body, „ 5 

T not tell), where he heard unſpeakable + 

. „ words, which it is not upped or pol> I 

1 ble, for a man to utter.“ probably „ 
| happened ſoon after his epwevrbichy} and was 

| _ graciouſly intended, either to remove thoſe | 

- _- - | doubts and fears which the remembrance 

3 . of his former conduct might naturally oc- 1 

5 _ cafion, or rather to fortify his mind againſt * 
LY and ſufferings he was 5 afterwards 5 

5 1 de 
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N 5 Mee Mi te ui ces his miniſtry; 
as Tone ſhould” imagine, that ſuch: a glorious 
manifeſtation could not be liable to: any 
abuſe. When Satan would have -rempted 

dur Lord co worſhip Him, it. was by givirig 
bim a fight and offer of all the Kingdoms ; 

of this world; and wwe readily. admit, that 
ful a temptatibn might prove very fatal to 
b Earthly objects: have indeed too power- 
: ful a tendency to inflame our ſenfual appe- 
tites, and to alienate our hearts from God 
but furely no danger can be apprehended 
from a. view of heaven. The glories of the 


upper world, a; diſplay of thoſe things above, F 


upon which God himſelf hath commanded 


WWW IO a cannot be ſuppoſed 
5 & habe any bad effect. e 


And no doubt this Win be 5 caſe, when 
we ſhall be perfectiy freed from all remain- 
ders of corruption. But we learn, from | 
what follows, that in our preſent ſtate of 
weakneſs and depravity, even a view of hea- 
ven might prove a ſnare to our ſouls. Holy 
Faul, as we read verſe 7. was, in danger of 


. «exalted above meaſure through the 


uo abundance of ther:revelations?” „for which 
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— wa b in 
he fleſn, the meſſenger of Satan to buffet 


50 1 him.“ What chis particular eee, 


dbb nt material far-us to know. The words 


 plainty import, that it was borh violent and 
painful; and the effects it produted as evi- 


g  tlaivelp ho, that it was appointed in mercy, 


and wiſely calculated for his fpiritual 
vuntagen This eminent faint, who“ but a 
little before was caught up inti paraditfe, 
nden bamnblest hirnſelf 25 low: as the duſt; 
He falls den upon his knees, and carneſtly 
| iniplores deliverance. from this trial. Once 
+ again he repeats his ſupplication, but 


ne en febr Miss could dui! fall to 
beighten his diſtreſs. A meſſenger of Satan 


is ſent to buffet him; and God, by his fi- 
| lence, ſeems deaf to his intreaties. But Kill 
this is made to work for his good: He be- 

comes more and more ſenſible of his own 

weakneſs 3 he draws NEATET to a throne of 
grace, and renews bis ſuit with inereaſing 5 
fervour and importunity. For this thing,” - 
I be, verſe 8. beſought the e 
thrice, chat it might depart from me.“ 
p che anſwer comes PURI word 
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* 4a Ton will, opſerve, chat, aſter all 15 in- 
7 en e Lord, did not Srant. him iche, 
preciſe thing he had alled but he RAVE: 

him what was better, and more ſuitecd 1, . 
condition. Paul needed an antidote againſbd 

. ſpirit al pride; and, as che thorn in che fleſh. 
was neceſſary for chat end, it u have: . 
been no act of Kkindneſs to have taken: it 

away and therefore our Lord, {who knew, 
his ſervant better chan he knew; hinſelf, 
prolonge the trial, bur at the. ſame ring 


: FS. aſſures him of grace to ſupport him unden 


N it. — This meſſenger of Satan muſt not be 
ſent away, leſt than ſhouldſt forget. thy de- 
pendence upon me: hut 1. will; ſtand by then 

and ſtrengthen hee to bear, ein ne 
N bufſctings; that, feeling chjne; on y 


neſs, and the bone. a. a Crate, thy fon 
noe. from pre- 5 


1 on pe gs one hand, and from alſiruſ: 


on the other; both which extremes are ut- 
 texlyrigeonſiltent with the duties. of. my a 
was and, the, das 4 of m/ 11 . 
da ther: 644) E e eee 
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Aecotding to this View. of the words, 5 
ropoſe, in dependence upon dtrine aid, . 
u againſt pride and ſelf- 
g you a true eee 
: ration. of chat weak and impotent ſtate into 
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| | q and, . 8 tt WH. muabas;: 
<4 For your encouragement, 1 hall. lead 
2 r thoughts to that all = ſufficient" grace 
. 1 18 treaſured up in Chriſt, whereby 
| f his people are enabled to 
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5, Iich expreſsly aſſert. the corruption of 


| 7 7 | - hiiman'nature, and man's utter inability to 
Ab any thing chat can be effectual for his 
on recd ver: but need only appeal to 


? ; | every” man who-. reads the ſacre e 
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trine from the very face of the revelation, 


and the eee . of» he" e and . 


15 


: God. Is EEE Fs 1 1 oe 11 fs NEN L M125 
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Doch not the makbod: of e bs Jos. | 


9 0 his Chriſt, neceſſarily: ſuppoſe:the whole ku- 
maaan race to be in a ſtate of guilt, pollution, 


and weakneſs? Do hot che promiſes of... 5 


55 taking away the heart of ſtone, and giving 


2 a heart of fleſh, plainiy implys that theſe 
Works are peculiar to God, and chat man is 
unable to do ſuch great chings for himſelf? 


Would God command us to pray to: him 


for theſe ineſtimable bleſlings, if We were 


ER able to procure” them by our own wiſdom 
and ſtrength ? nay, would it not be a mock- 

1 ing of God, to apply td him for that which 
we are already poſſeſſed of, or may acquire 


when we chooſe; without his f interpoſition 


or aid? Beſides, are we not told, that. every 
4 gobd and perfect gift is from above, and 
4%; cometh down from the Father of lights?“ 
1. not our ſanctification every where attri- 
buted to the Spirit of God? and are not the 
ſaints deneminated God's s workmanſhip; 
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ö and impartiali ty⸗ la: : 
this dothꝭ not appear to be Aa ſcripture doc- 


\ : 


:  ledgements.of, ther, . 1e pallutions and; 


=: © faith, mene, temperance,” F 
3» r a. to be ache 

| 5 « i rit d. nay, are we not told, chat it is 18 7 
52 ho worketh in us to: coll, and oy 


E fruits of the Spi- 


5 5 4 of. his good plæaſure —8 n ely, my 
brethren, if we judge of the Scripturęs b 
the ſame rules that we judge af re 


© were, ntully contri ved to miſlead aue woe 
muſt be ſenſible, that che abſolute. Nene, 
= of ſupernatural grace, is not only clearly a, 
ſerted ip Scripture, but that this doctrine is 
ſo intimately connected with all: the other 
parts of. "hp revelation, that che Whole 
uk K or fall with 1 10. . 8 r 
10 Chis,js, further. ee le . the con- 


4 [ - curring teſtimony. of all the ſaints. of Whoſe 


a enges, in the ſpiritual life, we haye 
ee. Forde * Seripeurs. : ey 
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been hug ne . eee | 
ded” glory: of all that they poſſeſs | 


the undivi 


ſed, or hoped to enjoy, to the free unůne- 
Tired grace of God. How pathetically did 


David bewail the corruption of his nature, 
; BI Ii. F.) l „ Behold, L was ſhapen in ini- 


8 4 and in ſin did my mother conceive 
„ me.“ And what 4 deep ſenſe didche ex- | 
pPreſb of his inability to cleanſe or! purify 
_ himſelf, When he addreſſed God in ſuch 
terms as theſe, verſe 10. ys; Create in me 


clean heart, O God, and renew a tight 


« ſpirit within me. But leſt any ſhould be 
's injurious as to ſuſpect that David might 
- Jive ſpoken : after this manner, to apologiſe 
for his criminal conduct in the matter f 
Driah, Which g gave occaſion to that Palm; 
let us hear what the Apoſtle Paul faith of 
Z a himſelf, *whoſe character i 18 not able to any 
5 ſuch objection, Nom. vii. 18. el. E. 
Kno that" in me (chat is, in my fleſh) 5 
„ Adcelleth no Sood thing: for to will is 
- preſent with me; buthow to perform that 
„ which'is) good, iT find; Hloti—1 find then a 
1 i A « law,” that when I would do good, evil is 


« e with me. For I delight in the 


„ b - „„ « law. 


of 


4 ee God; af che wrd Wait [Bus: 
Lee another law in my members, war- . 
N againſt the law of my mind, and 4 „ 
__ © - $:/bringing me into captivity to the law of © Oy 
e * fin, Which is in my members,” Upon 
which? he cries out, O vretched man that 


. _—_ : 


Lam, Who ſhall deliver me from the body 
. 5 of this death! Here then is one, v 
nt behind this? very chief Apoſtles; 

| who, betere his converſion; lived-a Phari- 2 


: . ſiee, and afterwards eould ſay at the bar 5 35 
dete 'Jewiſh Sanhedrim, „I have lived in all 
=: + good bonſcience before God unte this 


day who, conſcious of che grace he had . 
ER received, expreſſed himſelf thus in the pre- e 
NY | ſence of Agrippa,“ * vould to God, that 5 
e. not only thou, but alſo all that bear me 
4 this day, were both almoſt and altogerher 
4 ſuch as'l am, except theſe bonds. Vet 
chis choſen veſſel ingenuouſſy confeſſeth hie 
natural depravity, mourns over the remain- 
ders of a body of ſin, and aſeribes thoſe | 
eminent gifts and graces with which his- 2 
ſoul was fo remarkably enriched, to God, 

and to him alone, ſaying, (1 Cor. xv. 10.) 
8 8 5 grace of God I am what I am: 
RE : TM and 
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; a and Kis grace which was. beſtowed upori 
ir. % mez was not in vain; but Llaboured'n more 
ab adantiy than they all i yet not I, bur 
the grace of God which was with me:”:  . 
Now what ſhould have induced Paul to 
ſpeak after this manner, if it had not been 


| riue? Surely this was not the way to make 


0 a figure in the world. Had that been his 
= aim, it would have anſwered his purpoſe 
far e to have repreſented his high at- 
tainments as the fruit of his on labour 
and diligence, rather than a n to 
which he had no previous title. Surely no- 
thing but a regard to truth could have drawn 
from him ſuch humble repeate 
ledgements; and therefore his teſtimony is 
8 altogether beyond exception. 75 «And: when 
1 add, that he wrote under the immediate 
direction and influence of the e God, 


©. 


Aacknows 5 
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we are furniſhed with the moſt convincing | : | 


evidence of the abſolute neceſſity of divine 
grace, for beginning and carrying forward 
a work of N in e ſoul of an 


1 eme 150 


They whoſe PER eo! e in 85 . 
ellen. wie: have eee 2 refined 1 0 


| ever cried 1 ere 5 
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3 3 the natural wers they poſ -. 
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wog have put thein ſtrength to the trial, 3 
. * eee. competent Judges in 7% 1 
| | gueſt his nature,) know the ee 11 
. = what ate been, inet dn be 1 


| an that dies it will be ea alen — 
„ per ſons to be put in remembran ce . : | * 
- aof theſe. EY 1 8 zthough: they know them, ” 2 
EF. and ſbe eſtabliſhed in the preſent trach” }- 


. fy Hate you experienced che power of divine WE 

1 grace ? have: you taſted: and ſeen. that the 

N Lord is good ? then ſurely it is meet chat 1 
FPaꝛoour ſouls ſhould: bleſs him. But, 0 be 3 OO 
humble! and give check to any ſelf-exalting 

choughts. Conſider both where and what 

'” - * you are. No are ſtill upon earth, 3 

| r wilderneſs lieth before you, and yo 

RR muſt paſs through the valley and ſbadow'of © 
5 3 "ne. OE Fans. can enter inta che pro- 55 
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miſed land. Many ſeeds of ebrruptibn Ii 


lodge in Four, nature; many enemies heſer 

| 67 you both within and without; the f 
darts of che wicked one fly thick ery 

| file; and nothing leſs than Omnipotence 
can protect and ſuſtain you, and carry vou 
forward in ſafety to the end of your journey. 
If you truſt in any meaſure to yourſelves, if 
you depend upon che grace you have al- 


4 7 


reeady received, as if that would, be ſufficient 

for che time to come, you ſhall ſoon get a2 
Proof of your ignorance and folly, .,; You 
| need daily: grace, as much as daily bread; 5 
3 ſeparated from Chriſt, you can do no- 
thing. Beware, O Chriſtians! of underta- 
„ king any thing in your oven ſtrength; for 
'. that which is begun in ſelf. confidence, will 
moſt aſſuredly end in ſhame and diſappoint- 
5 merit. Go forth in the warnt of the Lord 
„ of Hoſts, faying, with. good King Jehoſha- | 
8 Phat, 2 Chron; xx. 21. D Lord, we know 
D not what to do, but our eyes are towards 
* thee. E tos. Four; ane 

1 I ſhall Js: 8. EIT, 
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the: batten in 80 of We 
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This is a moſt Sstebr 
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can 


n make us, had we no "kno ' 


Belp; is to be found, or no hope that help 


would 'be granted to us! But blelſedbe God; 


neither of theſe is the caſe. For; * 
d IH; „An over flowing fountain ol . is 
; 25 t-open' to our view. The Word TW: 


4 fleſh, fa ich the Apoſtle John, * and 


_ dwelt: among us, (and we beheld his glory, 


the glory as of the only begotten of the 
4 Father), full of grace and truth. It 


< hath pleaſed the Father, fai ith the Apoſtle 


Paal, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell. . 
Nay, In him dwellech all che fulnefs of 


« the Godhead bodily,” Coloff. ii. 9¹⁴³ Here 


then is not only e but all fulneſs; nay, 
the whole fulneſs "uf the a od. 


Irs 18⁰¹ 7 7 2. q 
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W and ſhall final! "5 | 


© fail to beg * Joy 5 confidence 
it every belag ſoul! How completely 
etched would che diſcovery of our weak- : 


as made 


vom * 0 ” vw a” | 
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5 in Chriſt Jeſus i aht What Word ban im „„ 
5 port a /ſuffiiency of grace, if theſe do not? © | 
ber yy we” 1 that this grace; ſhall be | 


e we 0 5 For; in 
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1 215 The eee gs us, thar all + -- i 
this grace is treaſured up in Chriſt fer the 
behoof of his, people. need not mention 
„ patticular pallages of / Scripture for the: proof 6 
« Bm - of 'this, ſeeing it evidently. appears from 
die whole train of divine revelation, where 
Chriſt is uniformly. repreſented as a public 
perſon, ſuſtaining: the character vf Mediator 
or Surety, living and dying, not for him- 
bel but for the ſake of thoſe whom the 
Pacher had given him. Hence he is called 
the bead, and believers are ſtyled the mem 
. bers of his body. He is compared to che 
vine; and, in a ſuitablenefs to this figura- 
tive repreſentation, believers are denomina- 
ted branches which grow out of this vine; 
and derive all their ap and nouriſhment? 
from it. That remarkable prophecy of 
Jab, ichaps Isi. 1.—3. which our Lord ap- 
_ plied to himſelf i in the ſynagogue at Nazareth, 
is a clear and ftrong confirmation of | this 
Fort © > 5 = ruth: 
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9 ©, called trees of righteouſneſs, che planting 
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me 0 preach good tidings 5 
— 8 hechath ſent me to bind up the broken- 
0 « hearted, to proclaim liberry to the 


— 


Ates and the opening of che prifon- to. 
7 thar are bound = b 1 nt unto 


Ys - $:-thenn. that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
„ fchem beauty for aſhes, the oil g of joy . 
1 the garment of praiſe for tlie 
ſpirit of. heavineſs j that they m 0 


7 1 of ; the!. Lord, that he might be glorifiee ” 
Here i is a plain declaration, that Chriſt was 
andinted, and filled with the Spirit, for this 
very end, t chat e might diſpenſe to hie 
. people: thoſe ſupplies of grace which their: 
. vafious caſes and neceſſities might TORS 


2 0 1. 


b De are further aſſured, e een 


| 1 eee, e e ee ts 
Willing and ready to impart his grace unto; 
them according to their need. 1 


of this keeps many Chriſtians in a languiſh- 


f 


hip dejected ſtate. "uf Though they know, 
dwelleth in 


Chriſt) and chat alt r Is treaſured! up in 


chat the fulneſs of the Godheai 
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ies abeut hib willingneſs-x6/ een r - 
his tre: ſure to them, Theſe partly * ariſe” 
from the ſenſe of their: own Unwörchittefs, 
_ andparrly= from che- milrepreſegtatiens 'of 
Satan che Breat adverlary, Who Moth ev. 

_ thing OI to cheriſh atid' karengthen 


choſe evil furmiſings whitht keep ſinners at 


2 diſtanes pn che fouhtain of mercy; —3 


drive chem away from that Almighty 'Savi. 

our, upon whom their help is laid; os - 
| bleſſed be Gd the Seriptures? fürniſh us 

with arguments more than ſuffleient to re- 


fute all the ſuggeſtions of eee en | 


head, The- good; will of our Lord fhines 
with ſuch glory in every page of this ficred? - 


© book; that there can femain no ration! ng 


Fire 


oy dbubt of tity „ In the laſt day, 

chat. great day of thei feaſt,” Jeſus ſtood," 
and cried, ſaying, If any man thirſt, let 
4 him come unto me, and drink. le r 
* believeth on me, out of his belly ſhall lor 

* xivers of living water, This,“ adds the 
„Beszgehd ſpake he of the Spirit, Whien 
elieye or; kim en receive,“ 


n 
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391 He is repreſe 


. ; E 0 th door, and bn with theſe: gracious 


1. 5 man in 5 


Bp © 8. e Coles; 3 Kin name; 751. UP f 
7 how. endearing the relations e 
- "Hands; 0 to his people; as de See, 
7 3 nd. Friend, their Huſband, their Brother? 
15 Was he not rempred, that. he might ſuccour- 
ſe who. are; tempted 1 And can ve have 
to queftion his love to us, Who 
became, fleſh, of gur fleſh, and bore our 
5 griefs, for this very end, chat he migbt be 
| Eraciqus?; IG 2 prevent © 1 br s for. 
ee 


* 


| mony bee anda: Po important: trut 
and I traſt there are mar thouſands open 
. curch, Who, with humble gratitude and joy, 
ceuan atteſt the ſame; and ſay with the to 

= John, $5 <,0f his fulneſs}have_ all we received, 


. and,, gtace for grace.“ More might be 
. Lic pes hebin! head but you have heard 
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e | Revelation, a8 ſtanding at at 5 
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” anti to thaw, - that believers; FEW þ 


8 1 0 M. 5 XVII. 5 


have all poflible encouragement to g me : 
_ boldly to a throne of grace, in che aſſured 
hope that they ſhall obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help. them in every: time ef goed.” 
And therefore 1 ſhall only add, I gig tt 
Aubly, That this grace of Chriſt, when 
ce obtained, ſhall infallibly prove victo- 
rious, and finally prevail againſt all oppoſi- 
tion. He who is the author, is likewiſe the; 
| finiſher of his people's faith; for his gifts 
and calling are without repentance. — 5 
« He will not break the bruiſed reed, nor 
«, quench the ſmoking. flax, till he. bring 
4 forth jud ement unto victory. Grace, 
though 4 ſmall rivulet i in appearance, is fed 
with an everlaſting g ſpring. Where the. 
Lord Jeſus begins as good work, he will 
carry it on to perfection, and never leave the 
3 of his love till he hath made them 
like himſelf," all glorious both within and 
Without, and preſented chem to his Father 
ne and and abe 91 5 5 "25157 


Z A 5 * 4 
2 , * Sip 


5 


- Thus ES 1 laid benz e two. import⸗ ö 
ant 5 of Chriſtian. doctrine; Hill, 


4 72 


N 


- 


N * * 3 
e 5% * 


* 


1 


2 


N. 


4 


. edu ee? * 
K : 
27 


Mice”. 


J 


© 4 


1 
1411 


— 
o 


* 


* 
. 


ching. 


< of his ſaints: Let Iſrael rejoice in him 


| moſt important and ſe onable'; namely, a 


| entered upon a religious courſe. And, 


tion you are likely t. 
way heavenward. Nou have begun à war- 


aſſail you from within ; but I am to warn 
vou of danger from another quarter. We 
read, that when Jeſus was born, “ Herod 


Vor. HL. TY f . roar, 


| 7 99 8 0 ſing Wee Lord an new 
- . ſong, and his praiſe in the congregation 


| « that made and redeemed him; let the 195 

children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
— Theſe reflections are juſt and natural: but 

as I muſt not ſtay to enlarge upon all the uſes 

5 chat might be made of this ſubject, I hall 
at preſent confine myſelf to what appears 


few advices to Chriſtians in general, and 7 
more eſpecially to thoſe who have Heap > 


if, I would forewarn you of the oppoſi- 


oO meet with in your 


flare; and * every battle of the warrior is 
„ with confuſed noiſe, and garments rolled 
in blood. 4 Corruption will, no doubt, 


the King was troubled, and all Jeruſalem 
* with him.“ In like manner, when Chriſt 
is formed in any heart, all hell is in an up- 
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"roar; 1 e Tanks of. hs old 15 
| | ſerpent upon earth will not fail to ſpit out 
their venom againſt that perſon as laviſhly 
as they can. The wicked among whom 
5 you. live, will mock. and ridicule JOU. and 
it is probable that your former companions 
nn ſin will taunt you with paſt. and pardon- . 
cel faults, (for pardoned they are if you have 
come to Chriſt), and will exert their atmoſt = 
__  rength and cunning to mar your. .confi- 
"dence, if they cannot carry you. back into 
25 che ſame exceſs of riot with themſelves: nay, 


with helliſh ſpite, they may even forge lies 


5 to blacken your character, chat they may 
not ſeem to have ſuffered any loſs by your 
revolt from their party. All this you have 
_ reaſon to expect; and I ſpeak of it before - 


hand, that when it happens, you may not 


be ſurpriſed or diſcouraged, as though tome 


ſtrange and unuſual thing had befallen you. 
It is, and always hath been, the lot of God's 


children; and when you ſuffer 1 In this man- | 


ner, you have the honour to ſuffer 1 in the 
1 5 beſt of cauſes, and with the beſt of com- 
5 Pany. - ;Fy Marvel wee, my . brethren, if che 


%,world aur ut; ” t hated. Four: want be- 
fore 
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: fore i linked! you, and the fervant 4s not 
greater than his maſter. If ye were of the 


world, the world would love its own ; but 
becauſe ye are not of the world, and be- 
cauſe Chriſt hath called you out of the 
world; upon theſe accounts the world ha- 
teth you. | “ Rejoice, therefore, and be ex- 
< ceeding aa ho 1 is . reward > 


in heaven. 


26h, Manta a "ian ſenſe © 3 
o weakneſs. Remember chat caution of 
the Apoſtle, Be nor high minded, but 
<« fear,” You can only work to purpoſe 
when you work upon a preſent ſtrength: * - 
the grace you receive to-day will need afreſh 


ſupply of grace to revive and actuate it to- 


> morrow; for Chriſt always diſpenſeth his 
peculiar gifts in ſach a way as to remind 
.- bu: -people of their conſtant dependence upon 
him, and to render them diligent in the uſe 


of all the means he hath appointed for pro- 
moting the divine 1 in their en e the 
arne time, 


Zaly, Think Were of your OY: in | 
he ſervice you are engaged, Believe At; 


. 8 Satan may ſuggeſt to the con- 
8 us  rrary, 
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F "a th his: heart | fs Lind, ad his . 
| 1 5 BY | liberal, It is of the higheſt importance _ 
' - have juſt conceptions of Chriſt, and to 
know what mercy and ſtrength ate laid uß 
for us in bim. Look not ſo much to your 
enemies, as to the Captain of your alva- 
tion: ſet his promiſes, againſt their threat- 85 
= ening, his omnipotent grace againſt their 
impotent malice. Be ye therefore bold and. 
vr courageous; victory; is inſured to you; 
itz already ſown in that new nature you . 
have got; and ere long the Prince of Peace, 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, ſhall bruiſe 
Satan underneath your feet, and put that 
triumphant ſong into. your mouths, « * Now 1 
„is come falvation, and ſtrength, and the 
+: kingdom of our God, and the power of 
4 his Chriſt; for the at of our bre- 
* thren is caſt down, which accuſed them 
before our God day and night.” N 
: _ #by, Remember, that all - this ſufficient 
grace is only to be obtained by prayer and 
ſupplication: „For this, faith God, „will 
4 I be inquired of by the houſe of Iſrael to 
do it for them.“ Paul, you ſee, beſought 
de Lord Wich before he N the an- 
ſwer 
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munication open between the head and the "WM 
= members ; it is the meſſenger that goes from „ . 
earth to heaven, and returns with all ne- 

ceſſar) 


| without ceaſing, —and beg of Chriſt to teach 
you to pray aright, that you may aſk and 
| receive, and then your j J oy ſhall be fall. 


— 


4 fſanctified.“ And to him who is able to 


5 circumſtances, to the only wiſe God, and 
our Saviour, be glory and honour, dominion 


Now, brethren, I commend you to God, 


kx OF THE SECOND VOLUME» 


er in my text. e 5 ö 


bleſſings from thence. Beware, then, f ne; if 
of neglecting this neceſſary duty. Pray in RES 
faith, —pray in the name of Chriſt, pray 2 


mo 


ee and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you an 
& inheritance among all them which are 


keep us from falling, whoſe grace is ſufficient | 
for all his people, at all times, and in all 


and power, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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